
 

In Sunday’s Gospel. John 14:23-29, 
Jesus gives his disciples a very special 
gift, the gift of peace. And, though he 
knows their lives will be in turmoil 
when he is gone, he tells his disciples 
not to be afraid, he will still be with 
them through the Holy Spirit.  
 
In two weeks time, at Pentecost, the 
Holy Spirit propels the disciples to 
spread the Good News. But in today’s 
Gospel, the disciples will be worried 
and uncertain. They have travelled 
with Jesus, so now, in his impending 
absence, he leaves them what they 
need to continue this work. Jesus 
gives the disciples and all members of 
his church, his peace and presence 
always.  
 
Closing prayer: Living God, may we 
recognise your peace in our own lives 
and bring the light of that peace to 
those we meet. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord and Prince of Peace. 
Amen.  

Andrew Olive, Headteacher 
 
 
 

A big thank you for 
FOSSS for organising 
the 2019 Summer Disco. 
Thank you also to 
everyone who 

volunteered to help it run smoothly! 
Everyone had a great time and we 
raised a brilliant amount! 
The PTA AGM is being held on Friday 
24th May at 7.30 pm at the Northcote 
Arms. This will be your chance to see 
where all the money raised goes and 
to vote for your 2019/20 committee. 
We hope to see you there. 
 
 
 

Class Masses 
These will normally be held on Fridays 
at St Swithun’s Church, commencing 
at 10 am.  

 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon. Please 
join us for your child’s class assembly, 
which begins at 3.10 pm for which you 
may arrive at the School Office from   
3 pm.  
Please note change of dates for some 
Class Assemblies. 

 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join 
us at 9.15 am for your child’s class 
liturgy.  
Please note change of dates for some 
Class Liturgies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Class 

14th June 
Leopards and 
Panthers  

21st June 
Gorillas and 
Kangaroos 

Wednesday Date Class 

5th June Panthers 

12th June Zebras 

19th June Seahorses  

Wednesday Date Class 

19th June Ladybirds 

26th June Starfish 

S
c
h
o
o
l  N

ew
sletter 

2
4

th M
ay 2

0
1

9
 



 

And leaving us….. 
We will be saying goodbye 
to Mrs Threapleton soon 
after half term – she will be 
leaving us on Friday 14th 

June. Lou has done a fantastic job in 
the office and is well known to many 
parents as the welcoming face of the 
school, the person who can always 
answer their questions and recently, 
as joint chair of FOSSS. Lou has 
decided to go back to university to 
study marketing and so, unfortunately 
for us, is moving to a job that gives her 
a better overall work-life balance. Lou 
has been great to work with and we all 
hope she enjoys her new role and 
future career. 
If you are interested in applying for the 
role, please follow this link to the job 
advert. The role is being offered as 2 
part-time or one full-time role. 
 
 
Governors' Building Fund 
Some of you will have received 
statements of your child's Governors' 
Building Fund account; these will be 
sent out termly to indicate what 
contributions have not yet been 
received.  The Governors' Diocesan 
School Building Fund was set up by 
the Bishop of Portsmouth in 2000 to 
provide the contribution needed 
towards building and repair projects at 
St Swithun's School and Pre-school.  
With the contributions made to this 
fund, the school has been able to 
complete the following projects 
recently: 

 Redevelopment of the old 
caretaker's house into our new 
pre-school 

 Redevelopment of the IT Suite 
to form the Apollo Suite which is 
a dedicated area for art, 

cookery and DT for all children 
aged 3-11 

 Improvement of ventilation in 
the upstairs classrooms 

 Redevelopment of the Hut to 
provide wrap-around care for all 
children aged 3-11 

 
If the school does not receive the 
requested donations, money for future 
projects will have to come from the 
school's budget, meaning less money 
to spend on the children. 
 
 

New School Meal 
Provider 
As you may be aware, 

Caterlink has been awarded the 
contract to provide school meals for 
Portsmouth City Council, replacing ISS 
from September. More information will 
follow shortly. 
 
 

WOW Awards 
WOW Awards are given 
out at Friday assemblies 
when the winners share 

their work with Mrs Verhiest or Mr 
Olive in front of their parents and the 
rest of the school – each class has a 
turn about every 4 weeks.  
There are many children who deserve 
WOW Awards for their excellent work 
but as each class only nominates a 
child every 4 weeks, not that many 
children are chosen over the year. 
 
From next half term, every class will 
choose a WOW winner weekly who 
will be acknowledged in the assembly. 
Once every 4 weeks, the class and/or 
teacher will choose the child who is 
presented with the reward on a Friday 
from the weekly winners and the 
parents of these children will be invited 

https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/your-council/careers-portal/school-jobs/non-teaching-jobs/st.-swithuns-catholic-primary-school-administrative-assistant
https://caterlinkltd.co.uk/


 

into the assembly. In this way, more 
children will have their excellent efforts 
recognised and celebrated. 
 
 
Race for Life at 
St Swithun’s 
We will once 
again be taking 
part in the Race for Life on Friday 7th 
June to fundraise for Cancer 
Research. Sponsor forms will be with 
you soon but our online fundraising 
page is live.  
Timings are as follows: 

 
We raised an amazing amount of 
money last year - £605.00 - for a very 
worthwhile cause; it was a great fun-
filled event and we hope you will be 
able to come along and join in with 
your children.  

 

 
Cancer Research 
Raffle  
We will be selling 
tickets for a child-

friendly raffle to raise more funds for 
Cancer Research.  

The draw also takes place on 7th June. 
Prizes include books, activities, 
games, sweets and much more.  
Tickets are only 20p each and you can 
buy as many as you like. Tickets can 
be bought from Mrs Barber (Panthers)  
and Year 5/6 children every day on the 
playground before school from 8.45 
am or in your classroom at 9.00 am. (If 
you are buying tickets in class, money 
should be in a named envelope 
please.) 

Mrs Meli and Mrs Barber 

 
 
Year 6 SATs Week 
Last week, was SATs 
week. Most of us were a 
little stressed but with 
the help of our excellent 
teachers, it did not feel 
as bad. It lasted for four 
days, each day including a test or two. 
Monday was SPAG, Tuesday was a 
reading test, Wednesday was a 
reasoning and arithmetic test and 
Thursday, which was the last day, was 
another reasoning test. To reward all 
the hard work we put into our SATs, 
we went to Castle Field on Friday to 
enjoy a picnic.  
We spoke to some of the Year 6 
children and asked what they thought 
about the week. Here are some 
quotes: 
 
‘I enjoyed the peace and quiet whilst 
doing the tests. I felt a bit stressed but 
during the week I got calmer’ - Emilia. 
 
‘I enjoyed the week and felt calm. I am 
very grateful for all the workshops the 
teachers set up for us.’ - Yaman 
 
‘We enjoyed it a lot and we were very 
excited and prepared, we are very 

Kangaroos   09.15 - 09:30 

Gorillas 09:35 - 09:50 

Zebras 09:55 - 10:10 

  

Ladybirds 10:15 - 10:30 

Bumblebees 10:35 - 10:50 

  

Dolphins 11:15 - 11:30 

  

Seahorses  11:35 - 11:50 

Starfish  11:55 - 12:10 

  

Panthers 13.25 – 13.40 

Wolves  13.45 – 14.00 

Leopards 14.05 – 14.20 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/st-swithuns-catholic-primary-school-1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N19LSBRWEA&utm_content=N19LSBRWEA01&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20In%20-%20N19LSBRWEA%20-%20welcome&urn=521062305
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/st-swithuns-catholic-primary-school-1?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mcmp&utm_campaign=N19LSBRWEA&utm_content=N19LSBRWEA01&utm_team=R4L%20Schools%20-%20In%20-%20N19LSBRWEA%20-%20welcome&urn=521062305


 

thankful for the workshops and our 
teachers.’ - Laurence and Peter 
 
 ‘I was a bit nervous at the start but as 
the days went on, I felt more 
confident.’ - Nina 
 
‘I was expecting it to be much scarier 
than it actually was, but it just felt like a 
normal test’ – Oscar 
 
‘It was a fun experience and the 
papers went flying through the week.’ 
– Faith 
 
Overall, all of us really enjoyed it and 
appreciated our amazing teachers’ 
help but we are all happy the week is 
over and we are all looking forward to 
finding out our results. 

By Zofia, Amelie and Jessica 
 
 

Year 3/4 - Key Steps Gym  
A few weeks ago, 12 children from 
year 3/4 took part in two gymnastics 
competitions. We came 1st in our first 
competition. We had to do a floor 
routine, a body management routine 
and jump on vaults and we then won 
our 2nd competition. We are now 
through to the Hampshire Games 
Finals on 20th June. We are very 
excited and are looking forward to the 
event in Aldershot. 

By Marie and Callum 

 

 
Boleh Sailing 
Experience 
On Friday 24th May, 4 
children from year 5 
went on a sailing trip 
with Mrs Hawkins. 
Our trip was held at 
Haslar Marina. The 

yacht we sailed on was called ‘Boleh’ 
which means ‘Can Do’. Pete and Andy 

from the Boleh Trust told us all about 
the things aboard the ship. We learnt 
that left and right are called Port and 
Starboard. Then we started to sail. 
Bradley was the first 
person to control the 
yacht (with his foot)! 
After a while, we put 
the main sail up which 
was hard work. We had 
a rudder that we 
needed to turn with the 
tiller - if you turned it 
left it would go to the right so you 
needed to push it the opposite 

direction you wanted it 
to go.  Kathryn had a 
go and after a while, 
we put the other sail 
up which was called a 
Jib. Then it was 
Lieutenant’s turn to be 
the skipper and Evie 
got to sail it back. She 
was pretty good! 
When we got back to 
dry land we said 

goodbye and had a picnic before taken 
the ferry back to Portsmouth.  

By Bradley and Lieutenant  
 

The Boleh Trust is charity. Please click 
here to find out more about what they 
do and how they raise funds. 
 
 

Information Technology in 
Early Years 
Children love to learn about 

how things work, so Early Years would 
love to start developing this with the 
children. If anyone has anything, 
please bring them to the school office 
or pass to an Early Years teacher.  

 Remote controlled cars/toys 

 Phones (house phones and 
mobile phone) 

https://www.bolehproject.com/
https://www.bolehproject.com/


 

 Old remotes  

 Old Computers/laptops 

 Old lamps 

 Light switches 

 Old toaster 

 Old microwave 
and any other household electrics!  

 
 
Donations Gratefully Received! 
We require drawstring bags for our 
medical room. If you have any spare, 
please bring them to the Office. 
 

Do you have an old mobile 
phone? We need some spare 
handsets (no SIM required) for 
trips, etc. If you have one that 
you no longer use, please be 

kind enough to donate them to the 
school. 
 
 

Teach 
Portsmouth 
The new ‘Teach 
Portsmouth’ 
website, Facebook 

and Twitter pages are live.  
If you are interested in a career in 
teaching, visit our new website 
www.teachportsmouth.co.uk or like our 
page and follow us on; 

 Facebook - Teach Portsmouth 

 Twitter - @Teach Portsmouth 
 
 
Independent School Tours 
St John’s College is holding an Open 
Morning on Tuesday 18th June. To 
book your space, please email 
admissions@stjohnscollege.co.uk or 
call 023 9281 5118. 
School Nurse 
Drop-In 
School Nurses are 
offering a drop-in 

for parents to discuss their child’s 
health. If you have any concerns about 
allergies, asthma, growth, sleep, or 
something else, please come and see 
the School Nurse between 9.15 am 
and 11 am on: 

 Wednesday 26th June 

 Thursday 18th July 
 
 

Holiday Childcare  
We now provide childcare through 
school holidays and day closures. It is 
run by the same team who provide 
Sunlight and Twilight care, so if you 
need childcare for the Summer 
Holidays, please do contact the 
Extended Day team directly on 
sunandtwilight@st-
swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk or via the 
Office.   
 
 
INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 22nd July 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 Wednesday 4th September 2019 
 
Holiday care is available for the above  
dates plus: 

 24th July – 23rd August 2019 

 2nd – 3rd September 2019 
 
N.B. No holiday care is available for  
27th – 30th August. 
 
Please ask in the Office for booking forms. 

http://www.teachportsmouth.co.uk/
mailto:admissions@stjohnscollege.co.uk
mailto:sunandtwilight@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk
mailto:sunandtwilight@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk


 

Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Whole School –  

 Race For Life 
 
Early Years – 

 Longdown Activity Farm 
 
Year 3/4 –  

 Dance Festival Final (Selected 
Pupils Only) 

 Portsmouth School’s Music 
Festival  

 
Year 5/6 -  

 Year 6 End of Year Trip 

 Dance Festival Final (Selected 
Pupils Only) 

 Portsmouth School’s Music 
Festival  

 Year 6 Leavers Hoodies 
 
All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 

Lost Property 
Please ensure all 
belongings are clearly 
named.  

We have a lot of unnamed uniform in 
our Lost Property box, which has 
now been moved to the School 
Office.  
 
We currently have 2 sets of keys 
and a scooter in the office. Please 
come and claim them if they 
belong to you. 
 

 

http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/letters-break-down/

