
 

 

  Today, through John Baptist's voice, the Gospel urges us to prepare a way for the Lord Jesus. 
But, really are we the ones who have to open a path to God? Is it not me who needs help from God? 
In fact, we cannot do anything without Him, but, at the same time He wants to need us: «Make his 
path straight» (Lk 3:4). How is it possible? Because love cannot be imposed; but in all cases, love can 
be offered: «God, who created you without you, will not save you without you» (St. Agustin).  
  Jesus Christ is about to arrive on to the Earth, and we will meet Him as a little baby, "helpless", 
leaning over a crib: so little that He will not be able to scale the walls of pride of my heart, nor will 
He emerge above of the waves of my sensuality… 
  In the words of Benedict XVI, «the Christian faith offers us precisely the consolation that God 
is so big that He is able to become little». But, I repeat, so little that, if we also don't become little, we 
will not see Him even as He passes by, or, even, we could in fact even be afraid of Him (as Herod 
was). So, we must straighten our hearts in order to «to discern what is of value, so that you may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ» (Phil 1:10). 
  «Make his path straight!». This petition is not new. Many centuries ago —in prophet Baruc's 
times— Yahweh-God asked that to Israel. We can observe it in the first lecture of today: «For God 
has commanded that every lofty mountain be made low, and that the age-old depths and gorges be 

filled to level ground, that Israel 
may advance secure in the glory of 
God» (Bar 5:7). The same way as the 
Lord made the captives of Sion to 
return back, if we reject the 
obstacles (hills of pride, valleys of 
warmth…), we will sing with tears 
in our eyes: «And so we celebrate 
because the Lord had indeed worked 
miracles for us» (Ps 125,3). 
 

 

 

II Sunday of Advent 

9TH DECEMBER 2018 

 

  The Gospel this week shows us 

practical examples of how we can 

spend this Advent preparing for the 

Lord. John spent most of his life 

praying and fasting until it was time 

for him to announce Our Lord's 

coming and ready the people to 

welcome Him.  

  Let us make Advent our 

wilderness and prepare ourselves for 

Our Lord's birth through prayer, 

reflection and fasting. 



 

  The last instruction given at every Mass is a missioning to the people of God to “Go in 

peace glorifying the Lord by your life.” By prayerfully and actively participating in the Mass, 

we encounter the Lord through the Eucharist and, moreover, tradition tells us that we enter 

the one eternal heavenly liturgy with all the angels and saints in one chorus of exultant 

praise of God. Such a transformative experience gives rise to knowledge of God borne of 

religious love, a fundamental definition of the theological virtue of faith. Faith, however, isn’t 

knowledge to be mused about or held to for private use. Rather, faith is a virtue of mission. 

Faith takes flight and is vivified when shared, spread, given away. The Mass sends us out into 

the world to share the knowledge received in the presence of God. St. Peter, at the 

transfiguration, was corrected by Jesus in that he could not stay on top of that mountain 

with Jesus. Rather, they had to descend and carry out the mission of spreading the 

knowledge of God gained through the divine encounter. The same applies to us at the end 

of Mass. 

  This month, as we prepare for the coming of the Lord into our world, God the Father 

sends His Son out of love, a sharing of His very self with us; let us consider the ways in which 

the Christian mission is about imitating the love of the Father. If our faith is authentic and 

rooted in love, then we are to share this faith by glorifying the Lord through our lives, in our 

homes, communities, workplaces, with our culture, and throughout the world. 

  Points for Meditation: What is the basis of my faith in God? What talents do I have 

that can be shared to transmit faith and glorify the 

Lord? What is a place or a person that I encounter 

lacking in faith and longing for the knowledge and love 

of our God? 

 

  This year our Advent charity will be dedicated for all our work 
and ministry towards the homeless. Thank You for all the kitchen 

equipment You gave for the homeless Sunday Lunches. We plan again to 

do a Christmas Lunch on Sunday 23rd December, and would like to ask one 
or two extra helpers if possible. Also, if You would like to give something 
for their Christmas pr4esents, we would like packets of soft sweets (eg. 
jellies, marshmallows o chocolate), pens, combs, boxer shorts or rolls of 

 

 



 

wrapping paper. Warm socks, gloves, hats and many toilets things especially for shaving and perfumes. 
 

  Traditionally every Sunday of Advent we’ll have the second collection for them, to make our participation of The 

Open Church Project in our Parish at least as successful as it was last year. Please, help if You only can. Thank You for all 
your kind and merciful hearts & hands. 

  DAY OF THE 
WEEK 

TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
09-12-2018 

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

 

1.00 pm 

  Thanksgiving to John Mason 
  + Shaun McAuliffe RIP     

  Mass in Polish: For  
  Zbigniew & Stanislawa for 
the healing grace  

 
Jeremiah 33: 14-16; 

Psalm - 24; 
1 Thessalonians 3: 12-4:2; 

Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36; 

 
MONDAY 
10-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For Mrs Zofia, for God’s will 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

of the 2ND Week of Advent 
 

St Swithun Wells, Martyr 

Isaiah 35: 1-10; 
Psalm - 84; 

Luke 5: 17-26; 

 
TUESDAY 
 11-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thanksgiving to Mother of God 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  
In Aileen’s intention  

of the 2ND Week of Advent 
 

St Damasus I, Pope 

 
Isaiah 40: 1-11; 

Psalm - 95; 
Matthew 18: 12-14; 

WEDNESDAY 
 12-12-2018 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Eileen Mary Spencer RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  

Isaiah 40: 25-31; 
Psalm - 102; 

Matthew 11: 28-36; 

THURSDAY 
 13-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For some intention. 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr 

Isaiah 41: 13-20; 
Psalm - 144; 

Matthew 11: 11-15; 

 
FRIDAY 

 14-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For some intention 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 
 

For the healing grace for 
Marzena  

 
 

Isaiah 48: 17-19; 
Psalm - 1; 

Matthew 11: 16-19; 

SATURDAY 
 15-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Seline Fairhall RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  

 
of the 2ND Week of Advent 

 

Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4,9-11; 
Psalm - 79; 

Matthew 17: 9a, 10-13; 

THIRD SUNDAY OF 
ADVENT 
16-12-2018  

8.30 am 

 
10.15 am 

 

1.00 pm 

 For Brian & Sandie Hookway   
 & Family 
  For some intention 

  Mass in Polish: For Pawel, 
Marek, Maria & Franciszek 
Weinke RIP  

 
Zephaniah 3: 14-18a; 

Psalm - Is 12; 
Philippians 4: 4-7; 

Luke 3: 10-18; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total 

amount was: £1360,62 (53,9% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much 
appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of the Parish possible. Thank all 
of You who make our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive!  

  ONCE AGAIN - Thank You for our last Christmas Fair, Thanksgiving 
to all who work very hard to make this true, to all who were involved in any 
possible way. We have raised £1527, 27. 

THURSDAY 
 13-12-2018 

 
12.00noon 

For Peter David Hiscock 
(Birthday intention) 

St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr Isaiah 41: 13-20; 
Psalm - 144; 

Matthew 11: 11-15; 

 
Saturday 15-12-2018 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

 
For all Parishioners 

 

Zephaniah 3: 14-18a; 
Psalm - Is 12; 

Philippians 4: 4-7; 
Luke 3: 10-18; 

 



 
  Natural Family Planning and Fertility Awareness 1-1 Instruction Available! For more 
information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda on 07546 382 538 or 

email info@whollynaturalfertility.com 

  HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - This Tuesday on 11TH December.   
ALL are very welcome - no register, no checking the list from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the Presbytery 
(105 Waverley Road, Southsea). Next ones: 18th December 2018, 8th & 29th January 2019. 

BY JOHN PONTIFEX, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF -  
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2018 REPORT (PART 2) 

 In essence, ‘Discrimination’ ordinarily involves an institutionalisation of intolerance, normally 
carried out by the state or its representatives at different levels, with legal and custom entrenching 
mistreatment of individual groups, including faith-based communities. 
  Whereas the ‘Discrimination’ category usually identifies the state as the oppressor, the ‘Persecution’ 
alternative also includes terrorist groups and non-state actors, as the focus here is on active campaigns of 
violence and subjugation, including murder, false detention, and forced exile as well as damage to and 
expropriation of property. Indeed, the state itself can often be a victim, as seen for example in Nigeria. 
Hence, ‘Persecution’ is a worse-offending category, as the religious freedom violations in question are more 
serious, and, by their nature, also tend to include forms of discrimination as a by-product. 
  Examining every country worldwide in turn, this report found evidence of significant religious 
freedom violations in 38 nations (19.3 %). These 38 countries were examined in more detail with the 
following conclusions drawn: First, 21 (55 %) were placed in the top ‘Persecution’ category and the 
remaining 17 (45 %) in the less serious ‘Discrimination’ category. This means that worldwide, 11 percent of 
countries were ranked at the level of ‘Persecution’ and 9 percent at the level of ‘Discrimination’. Second, 
the situation concerning religious freedom deteriorated in 18 of the 38 (47.5 %) countries, split roughly 
evenly between the ‘Persecution’ and ‘Discrimination’ categories. Third, that 18 of the 38 countries – 47.5 % 

– showed no obvious sign of change between 
2016 and 2018. Fourth, religious freedom 
conditions improved in only two of the 
countries (5 %). These countries were Iraq and 
Syria, both top offenders in 2016. Significantly, 
the religious freedom situation in Russia and 
Kyrgyzstan deteriorated to such an extent in 
the two years since mid-2016 that they entered 
the ‘Discrimination’ category for the first time 
in 2018. By contrast, a sharp decline in militant 
Islamist violence in Tanzania (Zanzibar) and 
Kenya meant that in 2018 they dropped two 
categories, being ranked ‘Unclassified’. 
  While, in numerous respects, these 2018 

findings were comparable to those recorded in 2016, there is one significant difference: namely, a marked 
increase in the number of countries with significant religious freedom violations, where the situation has 
clearly worsened. 2018 recorded 18 countries where the situation had declined, up four on the previous 
reporting period. This represented a marked deterioration. It reflected a general pattern, which shows an 
increasing threat to religious liberty from state actors. Examples here include Burma (Myanmar), China, 
India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Turkey. Although the threat from Islamist and 
other non-state actors has declined since 2016 in countries such as Syria, Iraq, Tanzania and Kenya, in 
many other countries the threat from Islamism was notable but not necessarily sufficient – yet – to 
warrant a categorisation indicating change for the worse. The evidence suggested the threat in this area 
was likely to increase going forward into the next decade. This same projection can more definitively be 
made with regard to state actors – authoritarian regimes – which, since 2016, have caused a setback for 
religious freedom in numerous countries, including those with both regional and global influence. 
  Among those countries which saw the sharpest decline in religious freedom during the period in 
question, India is particularly significant as it is the world’s second most populous country with one of the 
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world’s fastest-growing economies. Report after report has highlighted egregious acts of violence, each 
with a clearly-established motive involving religious hatred. One such example comes from Madhya 
Pradesh state in central India. Describing “an atmosphere of hostility against us,” Archbishop Anthony 
Chirayath of Sagar told how fanatic nationalists physically threatened families in his diocese and told 
them to leave. In his November 2017 interview, the bishop said Hindu extremists beat up eight priests and 
burned their vehicle outside a police station in Satna.  Human rights watchdog Persecution Relief 
documented 736 attacks against Christians in 2017, compared with 358 in 2016. 
  (to be continued…) 

Dear Brother and Sister in Christ, my Friends 

    Today, we finish the meditations based on the THIRD 

Mystery of our Faith - that ‘There is One God in The Most 

Holy Trinity: The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit’. 

We finish with the thought based on theme: Sins against 

the Holy Spirit. 
         Concluding the reflection on the mystery of the 
Holy Spirit, I want to focus on one of the most difficult 
texts of the New Testament, on the utterance of the 
Lord Jesus, recorded by Saint Matthew: 'And so I tell you, 
every human sin and blasphemy will be forgiven, 
but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And anyone 
who says a word against the Son of man will be forgiven; but no 
one who speaks against the Holy Spirit will be forgiven either in 
this world or in the next.’(Mt 12, 31-32) Jesus means this is 
the most serious sin. I would like to indicate in what 
sense one should understand these words of Christ. 

  The Holy Spirit is Love, and love is the essence of 
God's life. I will use a comparison. Oxygen is needed for 
our life. If it runs out, certain death awaits us in a few 
minutes. This is in the perspective of temporal life. In 
contrast, in the perspective of supernatural life, this 
'Oxygen' is the Holy Spirit, and if a man runs out of it, 
death is also waiting for him. If an ill person who needs 
to be connected to an oxygen device strongly refuses to 
receive it, he decides to die at this point. The doctor 
treating him may have oxygen at his disposal, but if the 
patient does not want to use it, he must die. Through 
this picture we can understand these difficult words of 
Jesus. He stands beside the man as a Doctor, having 
‘oxygen’ in His hand, that is, bringing him the Holy 
Spirit. The patient may incorrectly refer to the Doctor, 
i.e. he may fling money at the Son of Man, but as long as 
he breathes, that is, he draws power from the Holy 
Spirit, he lives. But if he refuses the oxygen, he dies. 
  Taking this into account, we believe that thanks to 
Christ's prayer: 'Father, forgive them; they do not know what 

the grace of conversion. However, if man rejects this 
grace of God, then we are dealing with a sin against the 
Holy Spirit. 
  This sin was remembered in the Acts of the 
Apostles to those who judged Stephen. St Stephen had 
in mind the persistent rejection of grace (see in Acts 7, 
1-53).  
  In everyday life, it is very rare for someone to 
consciously and willingly reject the grace of conversion 
in such a drastic manner as I showed in the example of 
oxygen delivered to a dying man. 
  I have focused on this because many people are 
based on old catechisms, they often misunderstand the 
message of Christ and say that God does not want a 

man to let go of certain sins. Not true! God wants us to 
let go of all of our sins: 'Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall 
be like wool' (Is 1, 18) He, however, becomes helpless in 
the attitude of a man who stubbornly rejects His grace. 
If someone wants to drown, we can save him seven 
times, and he will drown anyway - he wants to. God 
wants him to reach out and he will be saved. But if he 
stubbornly chooses death, God is helpless to rescue him. 
It is this pushing away the grace of salvation that is a sin 
against the Holy Spirit. 
  By taking part in the Sacrifice of Christ, let us 
remember in a special way the sinners who choose to 
live apart from God. Let us ask that they will never give 
up the grace of conversion. If they take advantage of 
this opportunity even in the last minute of their life – 
like the thief hanging next to Christ on the cross - their 
happiness can be eternal happiness. Let us also pray that 
we will be able to cooperate with the Holy Spirit both in 
shaping our own heart and in helping others who 
wander together and in the direction of the house of 
Heavenly Father. 
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they are doing.' (Lk 23, 34) Those who hammered the nail 
into His hands, who whip him, who pierced His side, 
can be saved. But if someone has rejected the grace of 
conversion, or the grace of the Holy Spirit, God himself 
is facing him. For God cannot, against the free will of 
the man which He himself gave him, give him the 
'oxygen' of life, because in this He would violate his 
freedom. God respects freedom, but He always offers 
 

       Next week, we start to look at the FOURTH Mystery 

of our Faith - ‘Son of God became the Man and died on the 

cross for our salvation’. You are very welcome to join our 

meditations and share with others, especially with the 

children and youth. 

         

With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 



 

   ON FRIDAYS after evening Mass from 8.15pm 
to 9.15pm (in the church hall) all are very welcome 
for our Journey to Christmas with Bishop Robert 
Baron -  
A DEEP, BIBILICAL LOOK AT JESUS CHRIST ALL 
ARE VER WELCOME!!! 
  The better we understand Jesus, the better we 
understand ourselves. But who was Jesus, this itinerant 
preacher whom many called the Messiah? 
  In Priest, Prophet, King, you’ll discover Jesus as 
the Anointed One–the ultimate priest, prophet, and 
king foreshadowed throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Using biblical insights and engaging stories, Bishop Barron affirms that we see Jesus most 
clearly through the lens of the Old Testament. 
  Through this deeply biblical program, you will better understand Jesus, become more 
familiar with Scripture, and realize your own priestly, prophetic, and kingly mission, 
received when you are baptized “into Christ.”  

  WALK 3 - CHALLENGING FALSE WORSHIP 
  The prophet speaks the word of God, dispelling falsehood and encouraging all who hear to worship and 

obey the one, true God. False worship is at the root of all sin.  The prophets of the Old Testament proclaimed 

God’s word and sought to rid the Hebrews of false worship and bring them into obedience to the established 

covenants. Bishop Barron sees Elijah as the archetype of a prophet, especially in his challenging encounter with 

and triumph over the priests of Baal, a false, but greatly feared, god.  

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME!!! 

  This coming Saturday 15th 

December from 12noon to 3.00pm.  

  Please, sign up to bring some food 

and or drinks ----- Buy a present for 

your child/children - no more than £5. 

Wrap your own present(s) ----- On the 

day, give your present to the 

VOLUNTEER at the table at the door 

and get the raffle ticket ----- One raffle 

ticket is put on your present and you 

keep the other numbered ticket ----- 

PLEASE, help during the party -----When St Nicholas arrives he will give our 

presents ----- The raffle ticket will identify your child’s present. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Thank You so much for our last solemn celebration of the 
Solemnity of The Immaculate Conception. Please, look after your Miraculous Medals of Our 

Lady which You have received this day. May Our Lady always help You to avoid any sin, and 
encourage You to love really Her So, our lord Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist. Our Next 
session (and last this 2018 year) will be held on 13TH December (THURSDAY) from 5pm to 
6.30pm. Subject:  ‘SACRAMENT of BAPTISM’ Please, have with You always your rosary beads - the wooden ones for the 

practice.  

 SHORT REMINDER FOR THE PARENTS OF THE FIRST COMMUNION CHILDREN - Please, attend the sessions with 

your children, because they are organized on the way to make your life a little bit easier do not create another, 

separated sessions just with the Parents. All the Parents should stay for the sessions with the children, please, 

please. 
 

 

 



 

  Have you been to confession this month? Going to confession monthly is a good spiritual habit for us 
to get into. It help us to keep an eye on any bad habits that we may be falling into. Confessing regularly also 
helps us to grow in humility before the Father and to be ready to seek His pardon and forgiveness for our 
sins and failings. 

    

  We have started our simple exhibition of the Eucharistic Miracles which happened and were 
proved through the history.  WE ARE ALL VERY WELCOME to visit The Chapel of the Sacred 
Heart in St Swithun’s church and to meditate what happened there.  This week - shortly:  

Eucharistic Miracle of Ferrara, Italy, 1171 
 This Eucharistic miracle took place in Ferrara, in the Basilica 
of Saint Mary in Vado, on Easter Sunday, March 28, 1171. While 
celebrating Easter Mass, Father Pietro da Verona, the prior of the 
basilica, reached the moment of breaking the consecrated Host. At 
this point he saw that Blood gushed from the Host, staining the 
ceiling of the crypt above the altar with droplets. In 1595 the crypt 
was enclosed within a small shrine and is still visible today in the 
monumental Basilica of Santa 
Maria in Vado. 

  In March 28, 1171, the prior of the Canons Regular Portuensi, Father 
Pietro da Verona, was celebrating Easter Mass with three confreres (Bono, 
Leonardo and Aimone). At the moment of the breaking of the consecrated 
Host, Blood gushed forth from the Host and threw large drops on the ceiling 
of the small crypt above the altar. Histories tell of the “holy fear of the 
celebrant and of the immense wonder of the people who crowded the tiny 
church.” There were many eyewitnesses who told of seeing the Host take on 
a Bloody colour and having seen in the Host the figure of a Baby. 
  Bishop Amato of Ferrara and Archbishop Gherardo of Ravenna were 
immediately informed of the event. They witnessed with their own eyes the 
miracle, namely “the Blood which we saw redden the ceiling of the 
crypt.” The church immediately became a pilgrim destination, and later was 
rebuilt and expanded on the orders of Duke Ercole d’Este beginning in 1495.  
But now, we are very welcome to deepen our knowledge about it in our Parish Eucharistic Miracle’s Exhibition. 

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Ann Ford, Colin Lennard, Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and 

their poor families with them, Aileen Hopkins, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi 

Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, 

Peter Softely, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, Tom & 

Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, 

Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 9TH DECEMBER: Ninette Dyer, Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William 

Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian Koerner, Eileen Nora Howard, Michael Valentine, Michael Garvey, Patrick McErlane, Kathleen 

Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, Mary Millgate, Mary Robinson, Marie Stanway, Mary Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret Cross, 

Hilda Eliza Mary Vella, Monica Helen Halley, Johanna Mazumdar ("Joan"), Mary Bulbeck, Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred 

Bennett, Mary Hyatt, Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder, Katherine Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Teresa Malbon, Peter 

Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy Bradley, Geoffrey Browning, Margaret Ellen Brayfield, Sister Mechtilde Fox, Vernon 

Alfred Richard Read, John Boone, Mary Coombes, Walter Ford, Charles Sanderson, Olive Grace, Patrick Malloy, Francis O'Leary, 

Nora Christina Gower & Winifred Freida Keane ("Freida")  May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through 

the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK  

MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 12:30pm to 12:55pm at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm or by request 
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English Bishop Dedicates 2019 as ‘Year of Holiness’ 

  ‘Holiness is happiness. … It is only by being holy that we can be truly happy,’ Bishop Mark Davies of 

Shrewsbury has said. 
  In a pastoral letter marking the First Sunday of 

Advent, Bishop Mark Davies of Shrewsbury dedicated 2019 

as the diocesan “Year of Holiness,” calling attention to the 

Second Vatican Council’s emphasis on the universal call to 

holiness. 
  “It is this universal call to holiness which I wish all of 

us, clergy and people, to focus upon anew. It is striking that, 

amid all the crises of the 20th century, the central message of 

the Second Vatican Council was that every one of us, in 

every state of life, is called to the fullness of the Christian life 

and the perfection of love: that is, called to become nothing 

less than a saint,” Bishop Davies wrote. 
  “Advent is a time of renewed hope leading us to the light of Christmas,” he said. “It is a journey we make in 

the darkest days of our year. Such days evoke the dark shadows in the world around us and those failures in the lives 

and witness of Christians which have at times cast dark shadows over the face of the Church, obscuring for many the 

clear light of Christ shining from her.” He said that “our renewal in holiness” is “the only renewal of the Church 

which will ever matter. … It is why only saints resolved the crises the Church has faced throughout history and why 

they have proved to be the great evangelizers.” 
  “It is also why, today, amid the dark shadows of scandal and the challenge of a New Evangelization of 

Western societies, it is urgent to recall this one goal of every Christian life: for it is in the saints that the true face of 

the Church shines out. For, though they can have their place, no pastoral program; no discussions amongst us; no re-

organization or re-structuring can ever accomplish this; only our striving for holiness to become the saints we have 

been called by God to be.” 
  Both “our Christian calling and the ultimate goal of every human life” is “to become, in the end, a saint,” said 

Bishop Davies, recalling that Christ told us “that this is the one thing which alone matters.” The bishop noted that 

Pope Francis wrote in a recent letter that “the only great tragedy in life is not to become a saint.” “A saint is 

someone who reaches the complete and everlasting happiness of heaven. We might say that holiness is happiness. … 

It is only by being holy that we can be truly happy.” Bishop Davies said: “The Holy Father writes, ‘Do not be afraid 

to set your sights higher, to allow yourself to be loved and liberated by God.’ For holiness, he writes, is ‘the extent 

that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we model our life on Christ’s.’ We can never reach this goal by our own 

unaided efforts. By the grace of God, we can!” 
  He encouraged everyone to recall in the coming year that there is found in the Church, holy though composed 

of sinners, everything needed to grow in holiness. “In daily prayer, frequent confession and, above all, in the Holy 

Eucharist, we are given the Divine means, the grace to reach this goal,” wrote Bishop Davies. 
  “This is our purpose as we enter anew into Advent,” the bishop concluded. “Let us ask Our Lady, she who is 

‘full of grace,’ to accompany us along the path to the holiness, the true happiness to which we are called. In the 

beautiful words of the Second Vatican Council, we know that in the most Blessed Virgin Mary the Church has 

already reached perfection and in our struggle she shines out for us as a sign of certain hope and consolation until the 

day of the Lord shall come in splendor.” 

 

 

 

THANK YOU DEAR 
CHILDREN, & LISA,  
for a fantastic trip  

to New Milton  
last Saturday, 1st December.  

We have visited my previous 
parish, Sammy Miller 

Motorcycle Museum, and we had 
very joyful time during our 

delicious lunch. 
More photos: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk 

http://www.stswithuns.org.uk/

