
 

 
 
   

  Today, it is common to speak of the love towards the brethren, Christian justice, etc. but 

the love towards God is seldom spoken. 
  So we have to look at the answer Jesus gives to the lawyer, who, with the best intention 

asks: "Which commandment is the first of all?" (Mk 12:29). It was not surprising because 
among so many laws and regulations, the Jews sought to establish a principle that would unify 

all formulations of God’s will. 
Jesus responds with a simple sentence that, even today, Jews recite several times a day: "Hear, 

O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength" (Mk 12:29-30). Meaning, Jesus 

reminds us that, first, we must proclaim the primacy of God’s love as man's fundamental task, 
and this is logical and fair, because God loved us first. 

  However, for Jesus it is not enough to remind us about this fundamental and basic 
commandment but adds that one must love one's neighbour as oneself. And, as Pope Benedict 

XVI says, "the love to God and the love to your neighbour are thus inseparable, they form a 
single commandment. But both live from the love that comes from God, who loved us first.” 

  But one aspect that is not discussed is that Jesus commands us to love our neighbour as 
ourselves, not more than oneself, not less either. We deduce that he commands us that we 
should love ourselves, since we’re also the handiwork of God and his creatures, loved by Him. 

  If we have then, as a rule of life, the double commandment of love to God and neighbour, 
Jesus tells us: "You are not far from the kingdom of God" (Mk 12:34). If we live this ideal, we 

will make of the earth a general rehearsal of Heaven. 
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  The month of November is traditionally dedicated by the Church to offer suffrages for all the 
faithful departed and holy souls in purgatory. 
  A suffrage is an intercessory prayer on behalf of someone, in this case, of our dear brothers and 
sisters who have gone before us. Through the communion of saints, we here on earth could “expedite” 
the entry into heaven of all our faithful departed brothers and sisters who are still in purgatory, 
purifying themselves from the temporal punishment left by their sins which were already forgiven in 
the Sacrament of Confession, by praying for 
them. 
  As the Compendium of the Catechism 
teaches us: 
“Because of the communion of saints, the 
faithful who are still pilgrims on earth are 
able to help the souls in purgatory by offering 
PRAYERS in suffrage for them, especially the 
EUCHARISTIC SACRIFICE. They also help 
them by almsgiving, INDULGENCES*, and 
works of penance.” (Compendium of the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.211) 

 

Marriage & Family Life Seminar - Our Lady of Immaculate 

Conception, Stubbington 

Saturday 10th November, 2018, 10h00 -3h30 pm. Topics: Sacrament of 
Marriage - Enrichment/Preparation, Natural Fertility – Awareness & Planning, 
Catholic Grandparents, ‘Breakthrough’. To register, please contact Aba: 

mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 
 

  The next Ascent Group trip to the Jayne Austen Museum, Chawton, Hampshire, is on Friday the 
9th of November. Will members who have booked to go please assemble in St Simons Church Car Park at 
10am on the day for boarding the red Mini-Bus transport. Note that St Simons Church and Car park is located 
at the Southern end junction of St Ronan’s Road and Waverley Road, Southsea. 
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DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
 

THIRTY-FIRST 
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME  04-11-2018 

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

 

1.00 pm 

+ John Murphy RIP 
  For all The Parishioners 

    

  Mass in Polish: + Bozena 
&  Ryszard Hombek RIP 

 

 
Deuteronomy 6: 2-6; 

Psalm - 17; 
Hebrews 7: 23-28; 
Mark 12: 28b-34; 

MONDAY 
05-11-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ John Beaumont Owles RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

of 31ST Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Philippians 2: 1-4; 
Psalm - 130; 

Luke 14: 12-14; 

 
TUESDAY 
 06-11-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
 

10.30 am 
7.00 pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Thanksgiving for all years together 
of Eldrin & Lynne Furtado 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls 

For Dave on his RCIA time 

 
of 31ST Week  

in Ordinary Time 

 
Philippians 2: 5-11 

Psalm - 21; 
Luke 14: 15-24; 

WEDNESDAY 
 07-11-2018 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Violet Doris Querstret RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls  

 
St Willibrord, Bishop 

Philippians 2: 12-18; 
Psalm - 26; 

Luke 14: 25-33; 

THURSDAY 
 08-11-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
11.00 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For all the ancestors of Quat 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls  

of 31ST Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Philippians 3: 3-8a; 
Psalm - 104; 

Luke 15: 1-10; 

 
 

FRIDAY 
 09-11-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Peter Webb RIP 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls  
For the deceased whose 
names are given to pray for  

 

 
Ezekiel 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12; 

  Psalm - 45; 
1Corinthians 3:9c-11,16-17 

John 2: 13-22; 

SATURDAY 
 10-11-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For Our Lady of Fatima - 
Living Rosary Group intention 
The Rosary for the Holy Souls  

St Leo the Great, Pope, 
Doctor of the Church 

 
Philippians 4: 10-19; 

Psalm - 111; 
Luke 16: 9-15; 

THIRTY-SECOND 
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME  11-11-2018  
Remembrance Sunday  

8.30 am 

 

10.15 am 

1.00 pm 

  + Catherine Doyle RIP 
  +Brother Edwin Macarthy RIP  

    

  Mass in Polish: For Poland     

  in 100th anniv of the Independence 
 

 
1 Kings 17: 10-16; 

Psalm - 145; 
Hebrews 9: 24-28; 

Mark 12: 38-44; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

   

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount was: £1447, 36 (54,5% 

Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of the Parish 

possible. Thank all of You who make our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive! THIS weekend  
THE SECOND COLLECTION will be dedicated for BAMENDA. 
   

  Do you find yourself alone this Christmas? Come and join us at St 
John’s Cathedral. We can provide transport a full Christmas meal and 
entertainment. Please contact Mrs Bobbie Cozens 07713160471 or 
cozensbe@googlemail.com and we will send you an invitation which 
you need to bring with you. If you are not very well and would like a 
home delivery we arrange that as well.  
  Please, we need the volunteer drivers to help with the above. If 
you would be able to offer to drive for the above event please contact 
Bobbie Cozens on the above numbers. Many thanks - Bobbie 

THURSDAY 
 08-11-2018 

 

 
12.00noon 

Dec members and friends of 
the Malbon 

of 31ST Week  
in Ordinary Time 

Philippians 3: 3-8a; 
Psalm - 104; 

Luke 15: 1-10; 

 
Saturday 10-11-2018 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY 
Remembrance Sunday 

 
6.00 pm 

 
For all Parishioners 

 

 
1 Kings 17: 10-16; 

Psalm - 145; 
Hebrews 9: 24-28; 

Mark 12: 38-44; 

 



 

 

 Today it is a time to look at the Mystery of the Holy Spirit 

  The Father loves the Son, the Son loves the Father, and 

their mutual love is the Third Person of the Holy Trinity - 

The Holy Spirit. Love is always creative. The Holy Spirit is 

the Father's love for the Son and the love of the Son for the 

Father. 

  I will use two images again here to show the mystery 

of God's life. The rose bush has a root deeply hidden in the 

ground. Stems and leaves grow from it, and a flower appears 

on them. We can say that the Father, whom no one has ever 

seen, is like a hidden root. The Son reveals the Father and is 

like a bush visible above the earth. Everyone knows that if 

the bush grows, it must have a root. However, the Holy Spirit 

is the flower. I believe in the Father, in the Son and in the 

Holy Spirit. We say that the Holy Spirit comes from the 

Father and the Son, or from the Father through the Son. The 

flower grew from the root and from the stem or from the root 

through the stalk. 

  For a few centuries, a polemic has been going on; 

which of these concepts is more correct, whether 'the Holy 

Spirit comes from the Father and from the Son' or 'from the 

Father through the Son'. Both are correct, although the 

Orthodox Church rejects the origin of the Holy Spirit from 

the Father and the Son, and accepts only from the Father 

through the Son. 

  We can say a lot about the Son of God because He 

became a man. He became like us. In contrast, the Holy Spirit 

is difficult for us to contemplate - a secret. If no one can 

express in words the beauty of the flower that our eyes are 

looking at, how can we talk about the beauty and mystery of 

the Holy Spirit? He is untranslatable in human language. 

  The second picture. Man was created in God's image. 

It is an image of God because he can love. When two young 

people meet each other with mutual love, a new reality 

appears between them. It is love. This love wants to be 

embodied, wants to have a concrete dimension. If this 

meeting takes place in a marriage, then that love will give 

birth to a child. It will embody the love of lovers. In God, 

between the Father and the Son, there is also such creative 

love and it is the Holy Spirit. Between people there may be 

the possibility of love, which enriches each person. Love is a 

new, higher, most perfect creative form of life. In God, the 

Holy Spirit is the fruit of the mutual love of the Father and 

the Son. 

  We touch the ideal of community here. If God were 

one person, He would be an egoist, He would have to love 

himself. If there were only two people, we would have to 

deal with egoism in two, each one would love the other and it 

would be very comfortable. He would be happy that he could 

make love in the other. This can be seen in marriages that  

have given up the idea of a new life in a child. Such 

spouses may very well arrange their lives, but their love 

is actually stunted. Such people in later years are usually 

unfortunate. If there were four persons in God, there 

would be a possibility of division and then two groups 

would be created. So the ideal is the Trinity of Persons. 

  What is the basic difficulty of speaking about the 

Holy Spirit? Now, if we can say so, Father and Son have 

their face in our experience. We know what it means to 

be a father and what it means to be a son. This approach 

is personal. If we say 'ghost', 'spirit', then this word is not 

associated with anything, it is something completely 

elusive to us. The spirit has no personal dimension for us, 

and this is a great difficulty. Nevertheless God, revealing 

himself to man, wanted to pay attention to two things. 

Christ, as the Son of God, reveals to us the Father as if 

externally. The Spirit, on the other hand, gives us the 

hidden, discreet action of God. He is like in the 

background. We recognize its activity after its effects. 

  In this situation, the Holy Scriptures, want to 

express the mystery of the Holy Spirit, using 

some symbols. The first symbol of the Holy Spirit is the 

fire that descends on the Apostles in the Upper Room on 

the day of the Pentecost. Fire, like the heat in the furnace, 

cleanses, burns in the world that which God does not like. 

He separates gold from everything that is not. The fire 

heats, that is, creates a heat-generating body that is so 

much needed for life. Fire enlightens and light is also 

needed for life. The Holy Spirit, therefore, cleanses us, 

warms us and enlightens us. 

  The second symbol is a gust of wind. Christ says: 

'The wind blows where it pleases; you can hear its sound, 

you cannot tell where it is going. So it is with everyone 

who is born of the Spirit.' (Jn 3, 8). The symbolism of 

the wind shows the mystery of God's action. No one can 

predict the work of the Holy Spirit. He breathes where he 

wants. Many of us have for sure experienced the Holy 

Spirit many times, although we cannot express it. We 

only know that God's power worked. We recognize the 

action of the Spirit in this breath only after its effects. A 

powerful blow of the wind can overthrow a man, as the 

action of the Holy Spirit overthrew St. Paul near 

Damascus. It may be a gentle wind, like the one that the 

prophet Elijah experienced on the holy mountain.   

  This symbolism of breath, however, has a special 

meaning when hearing the voice. Sounds come to our ear 

on the basis of vibrations of the air. It is a wave of the 

breeze that is imperceptible to other parts of the body, 

which comes to the ear. If these hits are properly read and 

understood by us, the whole environment speaks to us. 

The Holy Spirit is the word of God, addressed to every 

man. His breathing must be well understood. The wisdom 

of the man is precisely to read God's word without error, 

which reaches the ear of our heart 

             The third symbol of the Holy Spirit is the dove. 

The Holy Spirit, like a dove, descends to Jesus during His 

baptism in the river Jordan. This symbol already appears 

in the Book of Genesis. We meet a dove for the first time 

at the flood. Noah, knowing that the ark had settled on 

the hard ground, let go the dove, and  returning, it 

brought him a branch of an olive tree in its beak. Even 

atheists use this symbol, identifying a dove as a sign 

 



 
The dove is the personification of gentleness and peace. In 

the Book of Genesis, a dove appears as a sign of God's 

reconciliation with the earth that has been cursed by him 

because of sin. This sign is the symbol of reconciliation and 

peace. The Holy Spirit comes to reconcile us, to bring us 

peace, and to creatively unite people in a unique way. 

 

 

With love, friendship and 

prayers – Fr Marcin 

 

 

Evangelisation Strategy TEAM.  A strategy for growing our 
parish…  
  Are you a creative thinker? Do you work well as part of a 
team? Do you take your faith seriously? Father Marcin is building a 
team of ‘strategizers’ - those who are good at planning and looking 
ahead. Would you like to be 
involved?  
  Spreading the Gospel, 
going out to all the nations to 
teach and to baptise is difficult 

in today’s society, but God hasn’t left us alone….He will help us to do 
great things for Him…all we have to do is be ready and willing to do His 
Will. The mission of the church (the whole point of the church) is to 
evangelise, to reach out and to proclaim the faith to unbelievers and 
those who have lapsed.   

I CALL ALL THOSE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP, TO LEAD, TO WORK HARD - FOR THE FIRST 
MEETING ON MONDAY 5TH NOVEMBER AT 6.30PM IN THE PRESBYTERY (105 Waverley Rd) 
 
     The Baptismal Preparation Sessions before Christmas: 

  1st Session -  8th November, Thursday from 6.45pm to 8.00pm in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 
  2nd Session - 22nd November, Thursday from 6.45pm to 8.00pm in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 
  16th December - at 10.15am Sunday Mass in St Swithun's church - Introducing the children to the 
Community of the Church and the First Anointing with the Catechumens' Oil; and 23RD December (Sunday) at 
10.15am Mass - SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. 
  Please, notice that it is expected from the Parents & God -Parents to practice their faith, which also means to 

attend Sunday Mass regularly. 

  FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Thank You so much for your Rosary prayers done last meeting, your 
roses (which represented the ‘Hail Mary…’ said by You dear child) placed into the vases were taken by people 
of good will, who do pray for you now. Our Next Meeting will be held on 8th November (THURSDAY) from 
5pm to 6.30pm: “Communion of Saints; Prayer for the deceased and the Holy Souls (Purgatory)” Please, have with You always your 

rosary beads - for the practice.  

   ALL those, who would like to join our small group of Homeless Outreach Team dedicated to 
this particular work of mercy in our Parish, are very welcome for our meeting on Saturday 10th 
November, at 11.00 in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Road). Fr Marcin    

 Remembrance Sunday, 11th November 2018 - This year sees 

the 100th anniversary of the Armistice which ended the fighting in 

World War 1, an occasion of celebration, sadness, and now, 

commemoration. We will be having our usual Remembrance service in 

church at the 10.15 mass. Did you know two of the church windows 

are dedicated to the memory of fallen parishioners? To remember all 

who died and were injured in the conflict, we would like to 

commemorate any of your family members and old parish members 

who were involved.  If you have any details, please let us know in the 

office - email southseparisish@portsmothdiocese.org.uk or telephone 

02392828305 
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  Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 
Christmas Fair goods.  We are still very short of bottles for 
bottle stall so if you can donate some of these this week it 
would be great.   

  We have wonderful prizes for our Grand Raffle and tickets 
will be on sale from this weekend, please take some and get 
your family and friends to buy some too. Please save the date 
in your diary and if you can spare some time to help on the day 
please contact the parish office. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

  We have started our simple exhibition of the Eucharistic Miracles which happened and were 
proved through the history of the Holy Church.  
        WE ARE ALL VERY WELCOME to visit The Chapel of the Sacred Heart in St Swithun’s 
church and to meditate what happened there. 

             This week - shortly: ABOUT Valencia in Spain  

- The History of the Holy Chalice in Spain 

  The tradition tells us, that the chalice was taken to Rome by Saint Peter 
where it stayed until the 3rd century, when Saint Sixtus II was sent to Huesca in 
Spain and brought the Holy Grail with him. 
From 713 AD, during the Muslim invasion, the chalice was hidden in the North 
of Spain, after having been in Yebra, Siresa, Santa María de Sasabe (today San 
Adrián), Bailio and finally in the monastery of San Juan de la Peña in Huesca, 
where a document from 1071 refers to a precious chalice made of stone. 
  The relic was handed over to the King of Aragon in 1399, who kept it in 
the Aljaferia Royal Palace of Saragossa and later in the Royal Palace of 
Barcelona. In 1424, King Alfonso the Magnanimous handed over the royal 
reliquary to the Valencia Palace. The chalice ended its long journey in 1437, 
when it was given to the Cathedral of Valencia. 

  Not only the historical records relating to the relic’s past but the archaeological data as well, suggest that this 
was indeed the chalice used by Jesus during the Last Supper. Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI have both 
verified its authenticity and made use of it in two masses. Valencia will hold a jubilee every five years to 
commemorate the chalice, the next one scheduled in 2020. 

 
    Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Colin Lennard, Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and 

their poor families with them Aidan Molloy, Aileen Hopkins, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen 

Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, 

Eddie Coppani, Peter Softely, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary 

Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 4TH NOVEMBER: Erwin Furtado, George O'Farrell, Annie Sims, Douglas 

Atkinson, Joshua Atkinson, Wanda Anderson, Vincent "Raymond" Fisher, Michael Richard Gaizly, Grace Evelyn Stagg (Peggy), 

Dorothy Alice Hutchinson,  Michael Corr, Laura Thornilly, Michael Campbell, Louise Peyton, Peggy Dorothy Sexton, Eleonora 

Jones, Marjorie Payne, Ernest McCann, Louise Noakes, Rosa Tincombe, Edwin Leggatt, Kathleen Cheeseman, Monica Pinnington, 

Kathleen Greaves, Patricia Wallage, Mary "Monica" Glover, Albert Franz Sparkman, Walter Britten, Dennis Canavan, Lilian 

Lennon, Eileen Rojghan, Albert Morris, Florence May McErlane, Julia Simmonds, Alan Holt, Norman Day, Kate Ellen Nelthorpe, 

William "Bill" Halley.   

  May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
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  After Mass at 10.15, all the children who would like to participate in this 

special way of our Sunday school are asked to come to the church hall, to the 

small room in the back and start your journey of Catholic faith, with the 

knowledge which will let You to know better and love more Jesus Christ. 

(we’ll finished before 12.10pm) 

  For all the children, who will attend regularly this way of the 

systematized knowledge of our faith, Fr Marcin will produce the certificate 

with a personal recommendation to any Catholic School. 
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