
 

In Sunday’s Gospel, Mark 12:38-44, 
Jesus was watching people putting 
money in the collection box at the 
synagogue. He saw some rich people 
putting in lots of money. Then he saw 
a widow who was poor, putting in just 
two small coins.  
 
Jesus told his disciples that, even 
though she had put in very little, she 
had put in more than all the other 
people together. The woman gave 
everything she had. While the people 
who had lots of money just gave a little 
bit of what they had left over.  
 
Jesus wants us to be generous and to 
share all that we have with others. It 
does not have to be money; everyone 
has something that they can give.  
 
Closing prayer: God of light, we know 
that all people have something that 
they can give to share with others. 
Show us what we can give and help us 
to be generous as we share with 
others. Amen.  
 
Andrew Olive, Headteacher 
 
 
 
Class Masses 
These will normally be held on Fridays 
at St Swithun’s Church, commencing 
at 10 am.  

 
 

Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon.  
Please join us for your child’s class 
assembly, which begins at 3.10pm for 
which you may arrive at the School 
Office from 3pm.   

 
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join 
us at 9.15am for your child’s class 
liturgy. 

 
 

St Swithun’s Church 
Christmas Fair 
St Swithun’s Church is 
holding its Christmas 
Fair on Saturday 24th 
November between 

2pm and 5pm. 
If you would like to have a table at the 
event, please contact the parish on 
02392 828305. 
 
 
 
 

Date Class 

16th November Zebras 

23rd November Leopards 

30th November Kangaroos 

7th December Gorillas 

Wednesday Date Class 

7th November Dolphins 

14th November Wolves 

28th November Starfish 

Wednesday Date Class 

14th November Starfish 

21st November Dolphin 

28th November Seahorses 
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Mothers' Prayers 
Group 
Mothers' Prayers 
began with a tiny 
group of women 

praying for their children in a front 
room. In 20 years it has become and 
worldwide movement spreading to 
over 100 countries.  
A group is starting in St Swithun's 
church. The group will meet weekly in 
term time for about an hour, led by Mrs 
Olive. Small prayer booklets are used. 
Every child is prayed for and their 
names are placed in a small basket at 
the foot of the cross.  
The meetings are confidential and 
groups have about 6 mothers.  
Mothers' prayers is for our children and 
grandchildren, but mothers have also 
benefited as well. Many have received 
blessings and support through coming 
together and sharing. There is a trust 
in the group which grows.    
The first meeting at St Swithun's 
Church will be at 2pm on Tuesday 20th 
November. 
 
 
Thanksgiving Mass  
On behalf of Matthew Quinn 
(Headteacher at Oaklands Catholic 
School and Sixth Form College) 
and Paul Quinn (Chairperson of the 
Oscar Romero Award (for Schools) 
Trust), we would like to invite you to a 
Thanksgiving Mass for the 
canonisation of Archbishop Oscar 
Romero. 
This Mass will take place at the 
Cathedral on Saturday 24th November 
2018 at 2.00pm and will be celebrated 
by Bishop Philip Egan. The service will 
be followed by a keynote address in 
the Discovery Centre about the life and 
works of Saint Oscar Romero. 
 

Remembrance 
The school commemorated 
Remembrance Day on Friday and all 
classes have been learning about the 
event and why it is so important.  

Some of our older children have made 
poppies and written prayers and 
poems, which, alongside some of their 
art work, are displayed in the 
playground.  
Please do take a look – they are very 
moving.  

 
 

Year 5/6 Football  
This week, our football team 
went to Goals to play our 
league matches. When we 

got there, we felt very confident and 
enthusiastic. We were lucky to get a 
pitch to practise on before our first 
match. If you win a match, you get five 



 

points, a draw is worth two points and 
a loss is equal to one point. 
Our first match was, unfortunately, a 1-
0 loss to Milton Park. In our second 
match, we got our heads back; we won 
the game with an amazing 7-0 against 
St Paul’s. Next, we played against St 
John’s, who in another tournament 
beat us 1-0, but this time we won 4-1. 
After that we went up against Medina, 
it had a nervous last few minutes but 
we came out with a 3-2 victory. For our 
final match, we came head to head 
with Cottage Grove. We won 5-2. 
We are now joint top of the league! 
By Peter and Laurence 
 
 

 E-Safety and 
Anti Bullying 
Next week we are 
having a safety 

week across the school. During the 
week we will focus on anti-bullying and 
online safety. As part of anti-bullying, 
the children will participate in a range 
of different activities to ensure that 
they understand not only what bullying 
is but also what they can do to help 
themselves and other people. In recent 
years the internet has become an 
integral part of our children’s lives and 
it can be hard for parents to keep up 
with developments and to know the 
best way to keep their child safe 
online. 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-
abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/ has some great advice about 
social networking sites and apps 
children are using, like Snapchat, 
Instagram and YouTube, and how to 
set up parental controls at home. 
 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 
has some excellent advice about how 
to keep children safe online and gives 

guidance as to how to help if you have 
any worries – especially if you have 
children in UKS2 or in secondary 
school. 
 
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-
advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-
mobile-safety/ has some great tips on 
staying safe when using smart phones. 
 
The children will also be bringing home 
a guide to using the computers safely 
in school. Please, can you talk about 
this with your child then sign and 
return it to school ASAP.  
 
We are hoping that it will be an 
excellent week and the children will be 
able to tell you all about what they will 
be learning and how they can keep 
safe, both in the real world and online! 
 
 
 

Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Early Years 

 Morning Routine  

 Kings Theatre Trip 
 

Year 5/6 –  

 Netball Club 

 Swimming (Leopards and 
Year 5 Wolves Only) 

 
All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 

 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/
http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/letters-break-down/


 

Scholastics 
Book Fair 
Thank you to all 
families that 

supported our recent book fair. The 
amount raised for the school library is 
an incredible £850.00! I have never 
had such a successful book fair so a 
really big thank you for making this 
possible.  
A special thank you to Ms Letchford 
and Mrs Beagan, who stepped in at 
the last minute to help me out. 
Keep your eyes open in the library for 
the new books that this commission 
will help us to purchase.  
From Mrs Meli 

 
 
Senior School Applications 
With the expansion of Mayville High 
School, places have become available 
for external pupils for Year 7 in 
September 2019. If you are interested 
in your child sitting the 11+ 
assessments, please visit the school 
office for a form. 
 

Message from FOSSS  
 

Winter Disco 
THURSDAY 15TH NOVEMBER 

**Tickets On Sale Now** 
Last Few Tickets Remaining 
Please visit the School Office. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Christmas Gift Amnesty 

Do you have gifts from last Christmas still 
sitting in your wardrobe?  

Did Auntie June give you socks again? 
Why not donate your un-wanted gifts to 

FOSSS?  
Collecting in the School Office  
from Monday 12th November. 

 
(Donations of left over Christmas wrapping 

paper also gratefully received) 
 

INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 25th February 2019 

 Monday 22nd July 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 Wednesday 4th September 2019 
 
Holiday care is available for the above dates 
plus: 

 2nd - 4th January 

 18th - 22nd February 

 8th - 18th April 

 28th – 31st May 

 14th – 23rd August 

 2nd – 3rd September 
Please ask in the Office for booking forms. 


