
 

In Sunday’s Gospel, Matthew 28:16-

20, Jesus asks his disciples to spread 

his word to all nations – to teach them 

to follow his commandments. He asks 

his disciples to baptise people in the 

name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. He is speaking to us also, to 

encourage us to spread his word 

through our words and actions. 

 

On Sunday, we celebrate the mystery 

of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. We know God as 

three persons; God the Father our 

creator; God the Son, our saviour and 

God the Holy Spirit, who brings us 

love. We know God as these three 

parts and also know there is one God 

– a mystery that is very hard to 

understand.  

 

At the end of the Gospel reading, 

Jesus says, “I am with you always, yes 

to the end of time.” Jesus is there to 

guide us always, if we choose to listen 

to him. 

 

Closing prayer: God of all, fill us with 

your Spirit of love and peace and help 

us to spread your word and to show 

our faith by how we treat each other. 

We ask this through Christ, your Son, 

who is with us always. Amen. 
 

 
 
News on Fr Marcin 
As many of you will know, on Fr 
Marcin’s last visit to Poland, he had a 
car accident, in which nobody was 
seriously injured, but from which he 
has not fully recovered. His doctor has 
told him to rest and I hope he is 

listening! It has meant Fr Marcin has 
been unable to come into school for 
the last few weeks, but should be back 
spending Monday afternoons with us 
in July. Please do remember him in 
your prayers. 
 
 

Parent 
Questionnaires – 
RE Survey 
Some parents 
were given a 

survey on the evening of the discos 
last week, which many have very 
kindly completed and sent back to the 
office. The survey is in preparation for 
an RE inspection monitoring visit the 
school has on 13th June. It asks only 
15 questions about the school 
community, RE and spiritual education 
and school leadership.  
Please do try and complete a survey. It 
can be accessed here or from the 
school office.  
 
 
Blue Day 2018  
Thank you to everyone 
who has supported the 
last Blue Day! Everyone 
looked great in their 
different shades of blue. 
We extend thanks to our 
school kitchen for providing biscuits 
and muffins which were sold at break 
time and helped us to raise £350.00 
for the ‘Tom Prince Cancer Trust’! 
 
 
Andrew Olive, Headteacher 
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Class Masses 
These will be held on Fridays at St 
Swithun’s Church, commencing at 10 
am. We look forward to welcoming you 
to your child’s class mass. 
Please note the change of time and 
place. 

 
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join 
us at 9.15am for your child’s class 
liturgy. 

 
 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon.  
Please join us for your child’s class 
assembly, which begins at 3.10pm for 
which you may arrive at the School 
Office from 3pm.   

 
 
 
 

Wick Court Farm 

 
Two weeks ago, year 5 went on a 
fantastic residential trip to Wick Court 
farm in Gloucestershire. This trip was 
an amazing experience where we 
learnt what it is like to live and work on 
a real farm. During the week, we were 
able to do loads of different activities 
such as: bird watching, bee-keeping, 
feeding all the animals and weighing 
the pigs! 
  
Every day we had to get up at 6.45am 
so we could do our first farming job, 
which was usually morning feeds and 
collecting eggs. After a delicious 
breakfast we were back on the farm 
doing things like grooming and 
cleaning out the horses, feeding the 
cows in the local dairy, gardening and 
feeding the dragon (the composter) its 
breakfast! After lunch we were back 
out doing farm tasks like weighing the 
pigs or training the lambs to walk on 
leads. Then it was back for supper 
before heading back to the dairy or 

putting the 
animals to bed. 
Our days ended 
with Mr Dunn’s 
and Mrs 
Hawkins’ 
delicious hot 
chocolate and a 
story from Miss 
Howells. Mrs 
Mitchell told us 

Friday Date Class 

15th June 2018 Year 5 

29th June 2018 Panthers/Leopards 

Wednesday Date Class 

20th June 2018 Dolphins 

4th July 2018 Ladybirds 

Wednesday Date Class 

6th June 2018 Panthers 

20th June 2018 Leopards 

4th July 2018 Seahorses 

11th July 2018 Wolves 



 

she loved every minute of trip and 
can’t wait to go back! 
 
One of our favourite activities was 
bottle feeding the lambs as they were 
really cute and cuddly. We also loved 
weighing the pigs (to see if they were 
ready for market) as it was challenging 
but fun trying to get them back into 
their pen. We couldn’t have done it 
without Farmer John, Heather, Farmer 
David, Jemima, Mel and all the dinner 
staff. We all really enjoyed this trip as it 
gave us opportunities to find out what 
life as a farmer would be like and also 
where all our food actually comes 
from! 
By Joshua, Kirsty and Milly  
 

 
Football Tournament 

On Friday 11th May, 7 members of the 
Football Club were chosen to 
represent the school in another 
tournament - this time aimed at those 
who either hadn't yet played for the 
club or who had played very little.  
The team had a great time and came 
away with 2 excellent victories and 
some narrow defeats. Most 
importantly, they played in great spirit 
and showed some fantastic teamwork. 
A special mention must go out to Eryk 
and Charlie, who showed real 
sportsmanship during the afternoon, 
helping other teams and their own 
team-mates admirably. This was also 
noted by the referees and we were 

awarded the 'Fair Play Trophy'. This 
was a great way to end what has been 
a fantastic season for the St Swithun's 
Football Club. The Year 6 team ended 
their league on top, going through all 
15 matches undefeated. This was then 
followed up by the Year 5's who ended 
a tough and hard-fought league in a 
very respectable 2nd place, missing 
out by 3 points.  
 
Well done to all of you and good luck 
next season!  
Mr Palmer-Leeraar 
 
 

Disaster Simulation 
On Tuesday 15th and Thursday 17th 
May, pupils from Year 5 took part in a 
Disaster Simulation event at the 
Institute of Science and Fort Widley, 
run by the University of Portsmouth.  
On Tuesday, we spent the whole day 
at the Marine Centre in Eastney and 
we all had to take part in a scenario.  
 
There were various emergency 
services involved, such as The 
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service; 
RedR; the RNLI and many more, along 
with nurses, Paramedics, and a 
childcare service. When we started on 
Tuesday, we got our roleplay cards 
with our characters and found out what 
make-up we needed. We were all in a 
storm and had been hit by flying 
debris. Some people just had dust but 
some had more extreme injuries. We 
got on a coach and were driven to 
where the scenarios took place. Three 
of us got taken to a scene where a car 
had crashed into the house we were 
in. 
 
Izzy (Wolves) said: ‘I was feeling a bit 
nervous and excited about today. I 
was supposed to have been hit with 



 

something during the storm so I’m 
going to scream and cry and be very 
dramatic. It’s been fun so far.’   
 
Eri and Damilola (Panthers) 
commented, ‘It is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity and a great experience. It 
would be fun to do it again!’  

On Thursday, we went back to the 
Marine Centre and we were in involved 
in a fire. We had our make-up done 
again and they made it look like we 
had burns. We walked over to the 
building where the fire was and the 
firemen lifted us all out and we were 
then looked after by the Doctors. 
Some people went to Fort Widley 
where they got treated by the Doctors. 
We all had a good time and we are 
very grateful for the people who 
participated.  
By Izzy, Damilola and Eri 
 

The News attended some of the event 
– click here to see their coverage and 
see if you can spot some familiar 
faces! 

FOSSS Summer Disco 

 
Thank you to everyone who came and 

danced, sang and volunteered. 
We’re sure we can all agree both 
discos were a lot of fun, and this 

helped to raise over £780.00! 
 

Thank you again for all your support! 
 

FOSSS 

 
 
Recruitment 
Would you like to work for us?  We 
would be interested in hearing from 
anyone interested in working in our 
extended day provision; our before 
school care which runs from 7.30 am – 
8.45 am and after school care which 
runs from 3.30 pm – 5.45 pm.  If you 
would like to know more, please email 
the office on correspondence@st-
swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk.   
 
We also have several other vacancies 
listed on the Portsmouth City Council 
website for Sunbeams Preschool and 
school teaching assistants: 
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/the-
council/careers-portal/school-jobs/non-
teaching-jobs/non-teaching-jobs.   
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Laura 
(Panthers) for passing her 
Grade One Piano Exam with a 
Distinction.  
 
 

And well done to Conrad 
and his Basketball team 
for winning the league in 
Oxford last weekend! 
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Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Whole School – 

 Growth Mindset – Can You 
Help? 
 

Year 1/2 – 

 Marwell Zoo Trip 
 
Year 3/4 – 

 Portsmouth Schools Music 
Festival (Choir) 

 
Year 5/6 – 

 Portsmouth Schools Music 
Festival (Choir) 

 Rounders Festival (Selected 
Pupils Only) 

 
All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 
 
Online Payments  
Online payments are now 
live! Please visit 
Scopay.com to pay for 
trips, extended day and 
music lessons. You can also sign up 
to alerts which will remind you when 
trips will be happening or a payment 
is due. 
If you have trouble accessing your 
account, please let the School Office 
know. 
School meals can still be paid for by 
visiting feedinghungryminds.com. 
 
 

GDPR 
We are developing a new privacy 
notice and new consent form which 
will be sent home after the May half 
term.  We will need all our families to 
complete the consent form which will 
be made available on our website, by 
hard copy or on our new SIMS 
Parent Lite app, more details of 
which will be published soon!   
 
School Meals 
We understand from our children that 
the meal service over the last couple 
of weeks could have been better.  If 
any families wish to raise any 
concerns directly with ISS, the 
school meal provider, please contact 
the Portsmouth Area Manager 
directly on 07775 794435.   
 

Bike Store  
We have had a report that a 
bike has been removed 
from the bike store during 

the school day. If your child is 
bringing a bike to school, please 
ensure they are provided with a 
suitable lock. 
 

 
 
INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 23rd July 2018 

 Tuesday 24th July 2018
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