
 

Sunday’s Gospel is the well-known 
parable of the prodigal son. A man had 
two sons. The younger son took his 
half of his father’s money and went off 
and spent it all. There was a famine in 
the country and the son became so 
hungry he wanted to eat the food of 
the pigs he tendered, but the owner 
would not let him have it.  
 
The son was desperate so he set off 
home to see his father – to say sorry, 
and to say that he would work as a 
servant in his house.  
  
When he was a long way off, the father 
saw his son and rushed out to meet 
him, giving him a big hug – not the 
reception the son was expecting! He 
was delighted to see his son return 
and threw a big party to celebrate! 
 
The elder brother was not so pleased. 
He’d worked hard supporting his father 
for the years his little brother had been 
away squandering his money and now 
his father held a huge feast, bigger 
than anything the elder son had 
enjoyed. He could not revel in the joy 
that his brother had realised his errors 
and wanted to do the right thing.   
 
Who do you think the father, older and 
younger son represent in this story?  
 
We are in the position of all three of 
these characters at different times in 
our lives. Sometimes we do wrong 
things and need to be forgiven, like the 
youngest son. Sometimes we are in 
the position of the father, and are 
encouraged to follow God’s example of 
forgiveness to us. Sometimes we are 
like the older son, and need to be 
reminded that we should be happy for 
other people when they return to 
knowing the right thing to do.  

God always wants us to return to His 
love, not to be cut off from it.  
  
This will be the last newsletter before 
the Easter holiday, so I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish you and 
your family a relaxing holiday and an 
Easter filled with joy, hope and spring-
like weather! 
 
Andrew Olive, Headteacher 
 
 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon. Please 
join us for your child’s class assembly, 
which begins at 3.10 pm for which you 
may arrive at the School Office from   
3 pm.   

 
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join 
us at 9.15 am for your child’s class 
liturgy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Date Class 

3rd April  Bumblebees 

1st May Panthers 

Wednesday Date Class 

1st May Starfish 
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Deputy Headteacher Position 
Some parents have asked if Mrs 
Verhiest is leaving, as the Deputy 
Headteacher position has been 
advertised - SHE IS NOT!  
Mrs Verhiest is currently Acting Deputy 
Headteacher, a situation that cannot 
continue indefinitely. However, Mrs 
Verhiest is applying for the permanent 
role and I will let you know the 
outcome before the Easter holiday.   
   
 

Supporting children of 
all ages during exam 
time  
As we start to move 
towards exam season in 
all schools, Young Minds 
has launched advice for 

parents about supporting their children 
during what can be a stressful time for 
all. 
Tips include: 

 Encourage your child to take 
revision breaks and find a balance 
between studying and doing things 
they find enjoyable and relaxing. 
Make sure they are eating and 
drinking at regular intervals. 

 Reassure them – reinforce that you 
are and will be proud of them no 
matter what happens. 

 Remain positive and hopeful! 

 Let them know their feelings are 
valid and normal, but also offer 
support and solutions where 
possible. 

 Anxiety is often worst at night and 
this means it is useful to encourage 
good bedtime routines. 

 
You can find out more here. 
 
 
 

Infant Voices 

This term, a group of children from 
Year 2, took part in the Infant Voices 
Festival. We went to Cottage Grove 
Primary School to sing with 3 other 
schools, and then last week we sang 
in an evening concert at the Guildhall 
with children from 15 other schools. 
The songs we sang were all about 
Fairy Tales and we had to dress up as 
our favourite 
characters. We were 
also chosen to sing a 
song on our own 
which was called ‘Sing 
a Song in Unison’. 
 
“First everyone was really nervous 
because they did not know what would 
happen.” 
 
“It was a big challenge to succeed in 
front of millions of people!” 
 
“It was really fun and relaxing when we 
got to listen to the other choirs.” 
 
By Nuria, Jonah & Tova (Year 2). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-exam-time/?mc_cid=9a9a546e44&mc_eid=042f730b07


 

Dragon’s Den 
On Thursday 28th March, Jessica, 
Amelie, Bronte and Julia, members of 
the Mini Vinnies spiritual group in 
school, went to Basingstoke with Mr 
Olive and took part in a Dragons’ Den 
event. We pitched for changes to our 
Mary Garden, which used to be known 
as the mushroom area, and managed 
to receive £500 for the project.  

The Dragons thought that our idea had 
potential to change the future of our 
school and its spirituality. They also 
said we presented well and had an 
amazing idea. They asked us to find 
out when the Mary statue came to our 
school and who it was given by. We 
found out, when we arrived back at 
school, that it was given to us by Mike 
Clark in 1960 - so it's nearly 60 years 
old! If anyone knows any more about 
it, please let us know! 
We really enjoyed this experience and 
the opportunity to present in front of 
the Dragons themselves. 
By Jessica, Amelie, Bronte and Julia (Year 6). 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 /2 - 
Florence 
Nightingale 
Workshop 
On Friday 22nd 
March, Years 1 
and 2 had an 

exciting day with Open Box Theatre 
Company, learning all about Florence 
Nightingale.  
Not only did the children learn many 
new and interesting facts, they had the 
opportunity to act out the journey that 
Florence Nightingale took from 
England to Scutari, and role play the 
changes in hospitals that Florence 
Nightingale instigated and that we all 
benefit from today. 
 
Ruth from 
Dolphins said 
“I loved being 
part of the 
French train 
and saying 
‘Ohh LA LA’ 
around the 
hall.” 
Salma from Starfish said “I loved 
acting being a nurse because it 
reminded me of Florence 
Nightingale.” 
 
 
Bert and Ernie Quiz Night 
Thank you to FOSSS for 
hosting the annual quiz 
night on Friday 1st March! 
Quiz Masters Bert and Ernie, kept 
everyone on their toes with ‘not the 
norm’ quiz rounds! Congratulations to 
the 2019 winners – Hawkins Bizarre – 
and to the team with the best name – 
Quizteama Aguilera! 
Also, thank you to the New Taj Mahal 
for providing delicious curries and 
sides for all participants. 

https://newtajmahal.in/index.php


 

School Nurse 
Drop-In 
School Nurses are 
offering a drop-in 

for parents to discuss their child’s 
health. If you have any concerns about 
allergies, asthma, growth, sleep, or 
something else, please come and see 
the School Nurse between 9.15 am 
and 11 am on: 

 Thursday 25th April 
 
 
Holiday Childcare  
As you may be 
aware, we now 
provide childcare 
through school holidays and day 
closures. It is run by the same team 
who provide Sunlight and Twilight 
care, so if you need childcare for the 
Easter holidays, please do contact the 
Extended Day team directly on 
sunandtwilight@st-
swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk or via the 
Office.   
 
 
Portsmouth High School – Taster 
Day 
On Thursday 2nd May, Portsmouth 
High School is opening its doors to 
girls in Year 5. The Taster Day will be 
focused around a series of fun but 
educational activities to give the 
children a taste of life at Senior 
School. To book your child’s place, 
place contact the admissions page at 
www.portsmouthhighschool.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 

Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Year 3/4 – 

 Easter Production 
 

All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 
 

Musical Instrument 
Tuition 

The price of music 
lessons at St Swithun's 

has remained the same for 7 years 
or so, however, the costs of our 
music teachers have risen during this 
time. St Swithun's is very conscious 
that musical instrument tuition brings 
great benefit to the children and we 
have done our best to incorporate 
these higher costs over the years. 
However, there will be a small 
increase in the cost of musical 
instrument lessons, starting in 
September 2019. Recorder lessons 
will increase to £22 per term and all 
other instruments will increase to £65 
per term. Children will continue to 
receive a minimum of 10 lessons per 
term, or 30 lessons per year.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sunandtwilight@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk
mailto:sunandtwilight@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk
http://www.portsmouthhighschool.co.uk/
http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/letters-break-down/


 

INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 22nd July 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 Wednesday 4th September 2019 
 
Holiday care is available for the above  
dates plus: 

 8th - 18th April 2019 

 28th – 31st May 2019 

 24th July – 23rd August 2019 

 2nd – 4th September 2019 
 
N.B. No holiday care is available for  
27th – 30th August. 
 
Please ask in the Office for booking forms. 
 


