
 

   
  Today, the prophet Isaiah encourages us: «Arise, shine, for your light has come. The glory of 
Yahweh rises upon you» (Is 60:1). The light the prophet has seen is the star which the Three Wise 
Men see in the East, like many other men. The Magi discover its meaning. Others consider it as 
something admirable, but that does not affect them. And, so, they do not react. The Three Wise Men 
realize the fact that, with the star, God is sending them an important message for which it is 
worthwhile leaving comfort and safety to take on the risks of an uncertain journey: the hope of 
finding the King leads them to follow the star, which the prophets had spoken of and which the 
people of Israel had been waiting for centuries. 
  They arrive in Jerusalem, the capital city of the Jews. They are sure that there they will be 
shown where the King has been born. Indeed, they will be told: «In the town of Bethlehem in Judea, 
for this is what the prophet wrote» (Mt 2:5). The news of the arrival of the Magi and their inquiry 
spreads around Jerusalem in a very short time: Jerusalem was, at that time, a small city and the 
presence of the Magi with their escort must have been noticed by all its inhabitants, thus «when 
Herod heard this he was greatly disturbed and with him all Jerusalem» (Mt 2:3), the Gospel tells us. 
  Jesus Christ crosses the paths of the lives of many people who are not interested in Him. A little 
effort would have changed their 
lives; they would have found the 
King of Joy and Peace. This 
requires a willingness to look for 
Him, to move around, to ask 
without losing heart —like the 
Three Wise Men— to leave our 
comfort, our routine. It requires 
an effort to appreciate the 
immense value of finding Christ. 
If we do not find Him, we have 
not found anything in life, 
because only He is the Savior: 
finding Jesus is to find the Path 
that leads us to know the Truth 
that gives us Life. And without 
Him, nothing is worthwhile. 
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  Prayer 
  Father of kindness, I thank 
you for the enthusiasm and joy of 
young people. 
  In them I find their capacity to 
dream, idealism and the strength to 
make this world a more peaceful 
and just place. 
  Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
our communities, so that they may 
be meeting places between several 
generations, united in communion 
with you, celebrating your presence 
among us. 
  May the enthusiasm of young 
people be, in your Church, the 
motive of a new missionary spirit, 
marked by joy, especially among 
those who need it most, the poorest, 
the most disadvantaged, those who 
have lost hope. 
  During this month, I pray for 
the young people who will 
participate in World Youth Day in 

Panama and for the fruits, for the Church, of this great meeting. Amen. 

THIS FRIDAY 11th January 2019 we will finish our journey with Bishop Robert Baron - A DEEP, 

BIBILICAL LOOK AT JESUS CHRIST. After evening Mass from 8.15pm to 9.15pm (in the church hall) all 
are very welcome for our Journey with Three Kings to Jesus.   
   
  The better we understand Jesus, the better we understand ourselves. But who was Jesus, this itinerant preacher whom 
many called the Messiah? 
  In Priest, Prophet, King, you’ll discover Jesus as the Anointed One–the ultimate priest, prophet, and king 
foreshadowed throughout the Hebrew Scriptures. Using biblical insights and engaging stories, Bishop Barron affirms that 
we see Jesus most clearly through the lens of the Old Testament. 
  Through this deeply biblical program, you will better 
understand Jesus, become more familiar with Scripture, and 
realize your own priestly, prophetic, and kingly mission, 
received when you are baptized “into Christ.”  
   

 

  WALK 6 (11TH I 2019) - KINGS OF KINGS 

  The kingdom of God is the very presence of 

God among men.  Jesus is the perfect King because he 

is, in his very person, the Kingdom.  All true kingship rests on order and rule, and is based on truth, not only on 

authority. The kingship of God flows from the truth about the nature of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Those 

who enter into the kingdom of Godenter into the divine life of the Triune God; they are filled with the power 

and love of God, able to serve just as the Son of God came to serve. The laity especially fulfill their work of 

kingship in Christ within the spheres of marriage and family life, the development of culture, socio-economics, 

public and political service, and international peace. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8:00am to 8.25am & 12.30pm to 12.55pm at St Swithun’s 

Saturday - from 5.30pm to 5.55pm in Our Lady of Lourdes’ church; 

and by request 

 

 



 
 DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY 

OF THE LORD  
06-01-2019 

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

 
1.00 pm 

  For Charlie Albert Matthews 
  + Noreen Glacken RIP 

  Mass in Polish: For the Living 

  Rosary Group of John Paul II 
 

Isaiah 60: 1-6; 
Psalm 71; 

Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6; 
Matthew 2: 1-12; 

MONDAY 
07-01-2019  

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
10.30 am 

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Johanna & John Jeremiah 
O’Connor RIP 

  We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
Liturgy of the Day 

 

 
1 John 3: 22 - 4: 6; 

Psalm - 2; 
Matthew 4: 12-17, 23-25; 

 
TUESDAY 
08-01-2019 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00pm 

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

 + Marshall White  RIP 
 We pray the Rosary & Devotions 
 

 + Willie Finn RIP 

 
Liturgy of the Day 

 

 
1 John 4: 7-10; 

Psalm - 71; 
Mark 6: 34-44; 

WEDNESDAY 
09-01-2019 

 9.30 am 
10.00 am 
11.00 am 

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Vivian Clark RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
Liturgy of the Day 

 

1 John 4: 11-18; 
Psalm 71; 

Mark 6: 45-52; 

THURSDAY 
 10-01-2019 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Norah Hester Warren RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
Liturgy of the Day 

 

1 John 4: 19 - 5: 4; 
Psalm 71; 

Luke 4: 14-22; 

 
FRIDAY 

 11-01-2019 
 
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Patricia Keenan RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

+ Gerry O’Brien RIP followed 

by the Adoration & Divine Mercy 
Chaplet (sung) 

 
 

Liturgy of the Day 
 

 

 
1 John 5: 5-13; 

Psalm 147; 
Luke 5: 12-16; 

SATURDAY 
 12-01-2019 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Patricia Bunting RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  

 
Liturgy of the Day 

 

1 John 5: 14-21; 
Psalm 149; 

John 3: 22-30; 

SUNDAY OF THE BAPTISM 
OF THE LORD 

13-01-2019  

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

1.00 pm 

   In Lizzy’s Bithday intention 
  + O’Connor Family RIP  

  Mass in Polish: For the Living 

  Rosary Group of John Paul II 
 

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11; 
Psalm 103; 

Titus 2: 11-14: 3: 4-7; 
Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount was: £1287.11 (61% Gift 

Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory make the life and work of the Parish 
possible. 

  Crib Offerings: This year, with the encouragement of Bishop Philip, our parish will be donating crib 
offerings to the Friends of the Holy Land. Every penny will help the poorest Christian families, especially in and 
around Bethlehem, the West Bank, Gaza and Israel, with education, employment, health and housing costs and 
initiatives. FHL is non-political and ecumenical. For further information, please take a leaflet by the crib and 
keep our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land in your prayers at this time. 

 

 

 

 

THURSDAY 
 10-01-2019 

 
12.00noon 

 
+ Selina Fairhall RIP 

 
Liturgy of the Day 

1 John 4: 19 - 5: 4; 
Psalm 71; 

Luke 4: 14-22; 

Saturday 12-01-2019 
VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

+ Archibald Edgar & 
Elizabeth Burridge RIP 

 

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11; 
Psalm 103; 

Titus 2: 11-14: 3: 4-7; 
Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22; 

 



 

Message of Pope Francis for 52nd World Day of Peace   
Jan 1st, 2019 - Good politics is at the service of peace 

1. "Peace be to this house!" 
In sending his disciples forth on mission, Jesus told them: 
"Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace be to this 
house!' And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest 
upon him; but if not, it shall return to you" (Lk 10:5-6). 
Bringing peace is central to the mission of Christ's 
disciples. That peace is offered to all those men and women 
who long for peace amid the tragedies and violence that 
mark human history. The "house" of which Jesus speaks is 
every family, community, country and continent, in all 
their diversity and history. It is first and foremost each 
individual person, without distinction or discrimination. 
But it is also our "common home": the world in which God 
has placed us and which we are called to care for and 
cultivate. So let this be my greeting at the beginning of the 
New Year: "Peace be to this house!" 
2. The challenge of good politics 
Peace is like the hope which the poet Charles Péguy 
celebrated. It is like a delicate flower struggling to blossom 
on the stony ground of violence. We know that the thirst 
for power at any price leads to abuses and injustice. 
Politics is an essential means of building human 
community and institutions, but when political life is not 
seen as a form of service to society as a whole, it can 
become a means of oppression, marginalization and even 
destruction. Jesus tells us that, "if anyone would be first, he 
must be last of all and servant of all" (Mk 9:35). In the 
words of Pope Paul VI, "to take politics seriously at its 
different levels - local, regional, national and worldwide - is 
to affirm the duty of each individual to acknowledge the 
reality and value of the freedom offered him to work at one 
and the same time for the good of the city, the nation and 
all mankind". 
Political office and political responsibility thus constantly 
challenge those called to the service of their country to 
make every effort to protect those who live there and to 
create the conditions for a worthy and just future. If 
exercised with basic respect for the life, freedom and 
dignity of persons, political life can indeed become an 
outstanding form of charity. 
3. Charity and human virtues: the basis of politics at the 
service of human rights and peace 
Pope Benedict XVI noted that "every Christian is called to 
practise charity in a manner corresponding to his vocation 
and according to the degree of influence he wields in the 
pólis When animated by charity, commitment to the 
common good has greater worth than a merely secular and 
political stand would have… Man's earthly activity, when 
inspired and sustained by charity, contributes to the 
building of the universal city of God, which is the goal of 
the history of the human family". This is a programme on 
which all politicians, whatever their culture or religion, can 
agree, if they wish to work together for the good of the 
human family and to practise those human virtues that 
sustain all sound political activity: justice, equality, mutual 
respect, sincerity, honesty, fidelity. In this regard, it may be 
helpful to recall the "Beatitudes of the Politician", proposed 
by Vietnamese Cardinal François-Xavier Nguyễn Vãn 
Thuận, a faithful witness to the Gospel who died in 2002: 

Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep 
understanding of his role. 
Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifies 
credibility. 
Blessed be the politician who works for the common good 
and not his or her own interest. 
Blessed be the politician who remains consistent. 
Blessed be the politician who works for unity. 
Blessed be the politician who works to accomplish radical 
change. 
Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening. 
Blessed be the politician who is without fear. 
Every election and re-election, and every stage of public 
life, is an opportunity to return to the original points of 
reference that inspire justice and law. One thing is certain: 
good politics is at the service of peace. It respects and 
promotes fundamental human rights, which are at the 
same time mutual obligations, enabling a bond of trust and 
gratitude to be forged between present and future 
generations. 

4. Political vices 
Sadly, together with its virtues, politics also has its share of 
vices, whether due to personal incompetence or to flaws in 
the system and its institutions. Clearly, these vices detract 
from the credibility of political life overall, as well as the 
authority, decisions and actions of those engaged in it. 
These vices, which undermine the ideal of an authentic 
democracy, bring disgrace to public life and threaten social 
harmony. We think of corruption in its varied forms: the 
misappropriation of public resources, the exploitation of 
individuals, the denial of rights, the flouting of community 
rules, dishonest gain, the justification of power by force or 
the arbitrary appeal to raison d'état and the refusal to 
relinquish power. To which we can add xenophobia, 
racism, lack of concern for the natural environment, the 
plundering of natural resources for the sake of quick profit 
and contempt for those forced into exile. 
 
5. Good politics promotes the participation of the 
young and trust in others 
When the exercise of political power aims only at 
protecting the interests of a few privileged individuals, the 
future is compromised and young people can be tempted to 
lose confidence, since they are relegated to the margins of 
society without the possibility of helping to build the  

 



 
future. But when politics concretely fosters the talents of 
young people and their aspirations, peace grows in their 
outlook and on their faces. It becomes a confident 
assurance that says, "I trust you and with you I believe" 
that we can all work together for the common good. 
Politics is at the service of peace if it finds expression in the 
recognition of the gifts and abilities of each individual. 
"What could be more beautiful than an outstretched hand? 
It was meant by God to offer and to receive. God did not 
want it to kill (cf. Gen 4:1ff) or to inflict suffering, but to 
offer care and help in life. Together with our heart and our 
intelligence, our hands too can become a means of 
dialogue". Everyone can contribute his or her stone to help 
build the common home. Authentic political life, grounded 
in law and in frank and fair relations between individuals, 
experiences renewal whenever we are convinced that every 
woman, man and generation brings the promise of new 
relational, intellectual, cultural and spiritual energies. That 
kind of trust is never easy to achieve, because human 
relations are complex, especially in our own times, marked 
by a climate of mistrust rooted in the fear of others or of 
strangers, or anxiety about one's personal security. Sadly, it 
is also seen at the political level, in attitudes of rejection or 
forms of nationalism that call into question the fraternity 
of which our globalized world has such great need. Today 
more than ever, our societies need "artisans of peace" who 
can be messengers and authentic witnesses of God the 
Father, who wills the good and the happiness of the human 
family. 
 

6. No to war and to the strategy of fear 
A hundred years after the end of the First World War, as 
we remember the young people killed in those battles and 
the civilian populations torn apart, we are more conscious 
than ever of the terrible lesson taught by fratricidal wars: 
peace can never be reduced solely to a balance between 
power and fear. To threaten others is to lower them to the 
status of objects and to deny their dignity. This is why we 
state once more that an escalation of intimidation, and the 
uncontrolled proliferation of arms, is contrary to morality 
and the search for true peace. Terror exerted over those 
who are most vulnerable contributes to the exile of entire 
populations who seek a place of peace. Political addresses 
that tend to blame every evil on migrants and to deprive 
the poor of hope are unacceptable. Rather, there is a need 
to reaffirm that peace is based on respect for each person, 
whatever his or her background, on respect for the law and 
the common good, on respect for the environment 
entrusted to our care and for the richness of the moral 
tradition inherited from past generations. 
Our thoughts turn in a particular way to all those children 
currently living in areas of conflict, and to all those who 
work to protect their lives and defend their rights. One out 
of every six children in our world is affected by the violence 
of war or its effects, even when they are not enrolled as 
child soldiers or held hostage by armed groups. The 
witness given by those who work to defend them and their 
dignity is most precious for the future of humanity. 

7. A great project of peace 
In these days, we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, adopted in the 
wake of the Second World War. In this context, let us also 
remember the observation of Pope John XXIII: "Man's 
awareness of his rights must inevitably lead him to the 
recognition of his duties. The possession of rights involves 
the duty of implementing those rights, for they are the 
expression of a man's personal dignity. And the possession 
of rights also involves their recognition and respect by 
others". 
Peace, in effect, is the fruit of a great political project 
grounded in the mutual responsibility and 
interdependence of human beings. But it is also a challenge 
that demands to be taken up ever anew. It entails a 
conversion of heart and soul; it is both interior and 
communal; and it has three inseparable aspects: 
- peace with oneself, rejecting inflexibility, anger and 
impatience; in the words of Saint Francis de Sales, showing 
"a bit of sweetness towards oneself" in order to offer "a bit 
of sweetness to others"; 
- peace with others: family members, friends, strangers, the 
poor and the suffering, being unafraid to encounter them 
and listen to what they have to say; 
- peace with all creation, rediscovering the grandeur of 
God's gift and our individual and shared responsibility as 
inhabitants of this world, citizens and builders of the 
future. 
The politics of peace, conscious of and deeply concerned 
for every situation of human vulnerability, can always draw 
inspiration from the Magnificat, the hymn that Mary, the 
Mother of Christ the Saviour and Queen of Peace, sang in 
the name of all mankind: "He has mercy on those who fear 
him in every generation. He has shown the strength of his 
arm; he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He has 
cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up 
the lowly; …for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his 
children for ever" (Lk 1:50-55). 

From the Vatican, 8 December 2018 - Francis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

BY JOHN PONTIFEX, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2018 REPORT (PART 4)
 Taken as a whole, the reclamation of almost all territory held by hyper-extremist groups 
represented a victory for religious freedom. News media gave due scope to this development of 
international significance, as witnessed by coverage of the liberation of Marawi in the Philippines from 
Daesh in October 2017. (See Case Study – PHILIPPINES: Priest and cathedral staff abducted). That said, 
this Religious Freedom in the World 2018 report finds that news organisations have overlooked the 
growth of religious violence carried out by other militant Islamist groups, which to some extent at least 
filled the vacuum left by the hyper-extremists. This was certainly the case in Egypt, where Coptic 
Christians continued to come under attack from extremists. (See Case Study – EGYPT: Extremists kill 

29 Coptic Christian pilgrims).  In Nigeria militant Islamist Fulani herdsmen ransacked Christian 
communities in the country’s Middle Belt, massacring people, destroying their livelihood and 
leaving countless people in fear of their lives. Central to the Fulani violence were the herdsmen’s 
desperate efforts to “confiscate…arable land” to graze their cattle; ethnic issues separating them 
from the Christians and other groups also undoubtedly played a part. However, the nature of the 
violence – including attacks on Christians at prayer – underlined the growing significance of 
religious motives. Again, a core finding of this report is the failure of the international community to 
recognise the scale of the problem, which is compounded by the inaction of the authorities in the 
countries concerned. So serious was the problem that Nigeria’s bishops called on the country’s 
President to “consider stepping aside” while “security agencies deliberately turn a blind eye to the 
cries… of armless citizens who remain sitting ducks in their homes… and even in their sacred 
places of worship”. One bishop warned the international community: “Please don’t make the same 
mistake as was made with the genocide in Rwanda.” 
  Events in Nigeria during the period under review showed evidence not only of renewed Islamist 
violence but also of concerted efforts to spread extremism, by aggressive means.  In Somalia, Al-
Shabaab Islamists gained a foothold, imposing severe human rights violations in areas under their 
control including stoning. In Niger, numerous Wahhabist centres have emerged. Nigeria’s violent hotspot 
– the Middle Belt – is predominantly Christian, and human rights observers suggested that the militant 
action there is intended to achieve the imposition of Wahhabi-style Islam. Church leaders suggested that 
the attackers were “jihadists imported hiding under the guise of herdsmen and sponsored by people 
from certain quarters to achieve an [Islamist] agenda”. As 
evidence, commentators pointed to the swift upgrade in 
weaponry from bows and arrows to AK-47s and other high-
tech arsenal. The Christian Association of Nigeria’s advisory 
chairman, the Very Reverend Otuekong Ukot, went further, 
implicating parts of government in the violence and saying the 
extremists wanted to Islamise the whole of Nigeria by 2025. He 
said the massacres in the Middle Belt showed the militants 
had “now pushed into other parts of Nigeria to meet their 
target”. 
  Elsewhere in Africa, the attempted expansion of 
Islamism may not have been aggressive but it was no less 
ambitious. Reports showed a variety of initiatives aimed at 
an Islamist take-over, bribing people to convert and join the 

extremist cause, offering people free courses in Wahhabism 
and other radical movements, and the mass building of 
mosques, irrespective of demand for them. In Madagascar, a 
predominantly Christian country, Cardinal Désiré Tzarahazana of Toamasina highlighted a radical 
shift in the nation. He warned how “extremist Islam” was being imported into Madagascar, claiming 
that radical groups were “buying people”, and citing plans to build more than 2,600 mosques in the 
country. The cardinal, who is also President of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Madagascar, 
made clear that this was not a home-grown shift towards Islamism but the work of radical groups 
from abroad. In an interview with Aid to the Church in Need, he said: “The rise of Islamism is 
palpable. You can see it everywhere. It is an invasion, with money from the Gulf States and from 
Pakistan – they buy people.” 
  An important finding revealed by research into militant Islam showed the degree to which women 
are subjected to violence as part of a process of forced conversion. Under Daesh (ISIS) and other hyper-
extremist groups, there was a systematic attempt to change population demographics; Daesh set about 
forcing non-Muslim women to convert and marry with a view to raising more children according to their 
vision of Islam. In other less extreme cases, research showed periodic cases of Muslim men having 
children with women whom they had kidnapped, forcibly converted and then married. In this latter 
scenario, the motives, by contrast, were not necessarily purely religious. (See Backgrounders – Sexual 
violence and forced conversion of women – i) Nigeria, Syria and Iraq and II) Egypt and Pakistan)   
(to be continued…) 

 

http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/case/?case=506
http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/case/?case=512
http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/case/?case=512
http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/backgrounders/?backgrounder=569
http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/backgrounders/?backgrounder=606


 

 News from our Marriage and Family Team 
Sr. Lucia, one of the Fatima visionaries, wrote "The 
final battle between the Lord and the reign of Satan 
will be about marriage and the family. Don’t be afraid 
because anyone who works for the sanctity of 
marriage and the family will always be fought and 
opposed in every way, because this is the decisive 
issue....However, Our Lady has already crushed its head." 
  Our Diocesan training for NFP Teachers  is in January 2019 over 6 weekends. For all the above, 
contact mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
  Natural Family Planning and Fertility Awareness 1-1 Instruction Available!  
  For more information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda  

on 07546 382 538 or email info@whollynaturalfertility.com 

 

  OUR Parish Cinema will come back to show another beautiful & challenging movies:  
on Friday 1ST February 2019 at 8.10pm - in St Swithun’s church hall, as always with. 

Coffee & tea served. Put into your Diary. We’ll renew our Parish Cinema with film:  

 ‘I CAN ONLY IMAGINE’ (2018) 
Next dates for our Parish Cinema: 
8TH February - ‘POPE FRANCIS - A MAN OF HIS WORD’ (2018) 
 
 We have started our simple exhibition of the Eucharistic Miracles which happened and were 
proved through the history.  WE ARE ALL VERY WELCOME to visit The Chapel of the Sacred Heart 

in St Swithun’s church and to meditate what happened there.  This week - shortly:  Eucharistic 

Miracle of Benningen, Germany (1216) 

   In 1216 the village of Benningen was the location of a 

Eucharistic miracle in which the Host bled. A few years later in 

1221, the citizens of Benningen began the construction of a 

chapel in honor of this miracle which is known as Riedkapelle 

zum Hochwürdigen Gut. From 1674 to 1718 the Riedkapelle was 

rebuilt and enlarged to accommodate the large number of 

pilgrims. Each year, during the Feast of Corpus Domini (Corpus 

Christi), the parish of Benningen makes a procession to the 

Riedkapelle, to celebrate the commemoration of the miracle. 
 

But now, we are very welcome to deepen our knowledge about it in our Parish Eucharistic Miracle’s Exhibition. 

   

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Charlie Albert Matthews, Eileen Inkpen, Ann Ford, Colin Lennard, Piam Brown Ward, for 
all the children suffering and their poor families with them, Aileen Hopkins, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, 
Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, 
Eddie Coppani, Peter Softely, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, 
Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, 
Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  
  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 6TH JANUARY: Please pray for: Michael Lawrence Egan, Etheldreda Knight , Angela 

Elizabeth Mallon, Kenneth Horace Tall, Anthony Kinght, Josephine Smalley, Thomas Walsh, Margaret Wickenden, Gerry Tout, 

Margaret Maria England, Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian Koerner, Eileen Nora Howard, 

Michael Valentine, Michael Garvey, Patrick McErlane, Kathleen Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, Margery Diana Woods (Maddy), Mary 

Millgate, Mary Robinson, Marie Stanway, Mary Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret Cross, Hilda Eliza Mary Vella, Elena Glacin, 

Mary Bulbeck, Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred Bennett, Mary Hyatt, Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder,  Katherine 

Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Ernest Gant, Teresa Malbon, Peter Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy Bradley, Geoffrey 

Browning, Margaret Ellen Brayfield, Sister Mechtilde Fox, Vernon Alfred Richard Read, Mildred Durr and Margaret Mabel Annie 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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Griffin..     May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

A New Year’s Resolution: Start Wearing a Visible Cross Daily 

The Lord does not simply posit, but promises, the trials that are in store for those who follow his will. 

  We are living in an era of Church history in which it is no longer considered polite or decent to be 
a Christian by the standards of broader society, at least here in the West. 
  Not much has changed in the last years (or 2,000?), and if anything, things have gotten worse for 
Catholics and other Christians when it comes to how we are regarded popularly. If you doubt this, look 
at how the Church is portrayed in various realms of the media, including Catholics being publicly 
lambasted for their faith, and unduly scrutinized in an official capacity even for membership in a 
branch of the Church that is one of the most reputable international charities in history, as Ed Condon 
recently detailed for the Catholic News Agency: “Judicial Nominee Faces Senate Scrutiny Over Knights 
of Columbus Membership.” It appears that we may be entering a new era of anti-Catholic [and 
otherwise anti-Christian] intolerance. 
  If you strive to live according to your faith, and profess the Church’s doctrine, perhaps particularly 
in the area of human sexuality (teachings which are based on Christ’s [see Matthew 19:1-12]), however 
gently, patiently and charitably, then you are quickly shunned and ostracized... even by fellow 
Catholics who have come to prefer man’s wayward law to God’s. Such allegedly inexcusable positions as 
professing that sex should be reserved for marriage, that marriage is between one husband and one 
wife (and that children deserve a mother and a father), that the poor and homeless deserve humane 
treatment, that unborn babies are human beings, that repentant sinners deserve forgiveness rather 
than vengeance, that any number of social ills are as much – if not more – due to systems of sin and a 
setting of spiritual warfare than to sociological conditions alone, then you can easily become a persona 
non grata. Social exclusion, if not crippling fines and even incarceration, are in store for attempting to 
function as a Christian in this post-modern era. This is not even to mention that, worldwide, the 
persecution of Christians, even to the point of martyrdom, has become a daily reality for many around 
the globe. 
  As in every other era of Church history, these are saint-making times. There is a need to live our 
faith with bold conviction and courageous sanctity. One way? As a “New Year’s resolution” for 2019, 
consider wearing a cross, such as a crucifix, of a 
noticeable size. No matter your career, 
governmental position, level of education, or 
other circumstantial designation, be proud to 
be a disciple of Jesus Christ foremost. With that 
visible symbol, say: we exist! Not to be 
sanctimonious, but I have worn a cross every 
day for a couple of years now, whether my 
black and white Dominican cross (as a lay 
Dominican in the Order of Saint Dominic) or a 
simple pewter crucifix, and it is stunning how 
often people approach me and engage in 
goodwill conversations about faith. People want 
to live their faith openly, albeit not obtrusively 
so. If people of other faiths are permitted to 
wear visible representations of their faith 
tradition, then in an epoch marked by assertions of pluralism, inclusion, and tolerance, Christians are 
likewise allowed to exhibit adherence to a benevolent faith tradition. 
  The Lord does not simply posit, but promises, the trials that are in store for those who follow his 
will. To be sure, read the sobering version of this account in Matthew 10:16-39, under the headings 
“Courage Under Persecution,” “Jesus: A Cause of Division,” and “The Conditions of Discipleship.” We 
are similarly drawn to this cogent resolve with the Lord’s words as they appear in Luke 9:23, “Then 
[Jesus] said to all, ‘If anyone wishes to come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me.’” I hope that you are graced with the spiritual benefits of wearing a cross in 2019, and 
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hopefully beyond. You would not be in the Church if it did not mean something to you, so it is time to 
stand up and outwardly express your embrace of the Good News. 


