
 

    Today, we look at an adult Jesus. The child of the manger has grown to manhood and 
respectability, and reaches that place in life when He must embark on the Divine commission entrusted to 
Him by the Father. In preparation, He joins the candidates who have responded to John the Baptist in the 
Jordan River, submitting to baptism at his hands to wash away their sins.  
  It is at that time and place that God reveals Him as His Son: «Then, while He was praying, the heavens 
opened: the Holy Spirit came down upon Him in the bodily form of a dove and a voice from Heaven was 
heard, 'You are my Son, this day I have begotten you'» (Lk 3:21-22). It is just the preparatory stage of the 
Great Journey He is prepared to start off all the way to the Cross. It is the first public act of His ministry, 
and marks the divine manifestation of Him to the world as the promised Messiah.  
  His baptism is also the prologue to his life, demonstrating that He has chosen to be obedient to the 
will of His Father: a sign that He will not be an agitator, nor a rabble-rouser, but He will be gentle, peaceful, 
and calm. He will not even break a bruised reed, but he will rule with justice. He will open the eyes of the 
blind, and free the captives. The signs by which the Messiah will be known, as described by Isaiah, will be 
fulfilled in Him, and we stand blessed by Him, as we read today in Saint Paul's letter: «He saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 
rebirth and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit, whom he poured out on us 
generously through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, so that, having been justified 
by his grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life» (Tit 
3:5-7). 
  The feast of the Baptism of our 
Lord serves to remind us of our own 
Baptisms, compelling us to renew the 
promises our parents and godparents 
made on our behalf, when they 
presented us to the Church, to make 
of us disciples of Jesus. «Baptism has 
liberated us from all evil, which are 
the sins, but with God’s grace we 
have to accomplish all good things» 
(Saint Cesaire, bishop of Arles). 
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  We are reminded in the Gospel 

that through the Sacrament of Baptism, 

which is celebrated with water, our 

original sin is forgiven and we receive the 

Holy Spirit like a flame lighting our hearts 

and providing us with guidance, purity 

and passion for God. 
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  O Jesus, through the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, I offer You my 
prayers, works, joys, and 
sufferings of this day in 
union with the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass 
throughout the world.  
  I offer them for all 
the intentions of Your 
Sacred Heart: the 
salvation of souls, 
reparation for sin, and 
the reunion of all 
Christians.  
  I offer them for the 
intentions of our bishops 
and of all Apostles of 
Prayer, and in particular 
for those recommended 
by our Holy Father this 
month. 
 

 

  OPEN CHURCH PROJECT 
  As You know, last Monday we have started this 
project again together with other Christian Churches. 

Thank You so much for all your help and support to 

make this possible also in our Parish. 
  Every Monday - during two winter’s months we 

host 10 homeless people in our Hall - during this time 
also every Monday from 7.30pm to 9.00pm, St 

Swithun’s church will be open for the exposition of The 
Blessed Sacrament to entrust the homeless and all 

people of good will who help them to Merciful Jesus - all are very welcome to pray for 
them, for their families form which they are separated.   
 

  Saturday 16th February 2019 - Engaged Couples Event - I wish to make contact with any engaged 
couples in your parish whom you know and are under instruction preparing for marriage in church in 2019 – 
either in your church, in another parish or abroad.  As I did last year, I would like to invite them to a special 
Engaged Couples Breakfast and blessing here at the Cathedral on Saturday 16th February 2019, beginning at 
9.15 am and finishing at 11.45 am. After breakfast and a chance to meet them, I will ask one of our newly-
married couples from last year to tell us about their experience in hopefully an entertaining yet informative 
way. We’ll then go into the Cathedral for a short Service of Blessing, in which each couple will be blessed, 
individually and also their engagement rings. Everyone is welcome - as long as they are engaged!  
  Please would you distribute this letter (attached) to appropriate couples.  As you’ll see from the letter, 
there is a return slip for them to complete and send directly to Kirsten here at Bishop’s Office. In advance, 
thank you very much for your help and cooperation with this. 
 
 
  Natural Family Planning and Fertility Awareness 1-1 Instruction Available!  
  For more information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda  

on 07546 382 538 or email info@whollynaturalfertility.com   
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 DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
SUNDAY OF  

THE BAPTISM OF  
THE LORD 

13-01-2019 

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

1.00 pm 

     In Lizzy’s Birthday intention 
  Thanksgiving Mass  

  Mass in Polish: + Dolores   
  O’Riorden RIP 

 

Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11; 
Psalm 103; 

Titus 2: 11-14: 3: 4-7; 
Luke 3: 15-16, 21-22; 

MONDAY 
14-01-2019  

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

 LITURGY OF THE WORD   
  followed by Rosary prayer &    
  devotions 

 
1ST Week in Ordinary Time 

 

Hebrews 1: 1 - 6; 
Psalm - 96; 

Mark 1: 14-20; 

TUESDAY 
15-01-2019 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

 LITURGY OF THE WORD   
  followed by Rosary prayer &    
  devotions 

 
1ST Week in Ordinary Time 

 

Hebrews 2: 5 - 12; 
Psalm - 8; 

Mark 1: 21-28; 

WEDNESDAY 
16-01-2019 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

 Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
followed by Rosary prayer &    
  devotions 

 
1ST Week in Ordinary Time 

Hebrews 2: 14 - 18; 
Psalm - 104; 

Mark 1: 29-39; 

THURSDAY 
 17-01-2019 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY OF THE WORD   
 followed by Rosary prayer &    
  devotions 

 
St Anthony of Egypt, 

Abbot 

Hebrews 3: 7 - 14; 
Psalm - 94; 

Mark 1: 40-45; 

 
FRIDAY 

 18-01-2019 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY OF THE WORD   
  followed by Rosary prayer 
& devotions 

 
1ST Week in Ordinary Time 

Hebrews 4: 1-5, 11; 
Psalm - 77; 

Mark 2: 1-12; 

SATURDAY 
 19-01-2019 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY OF THE WORD   
followed by Rosary prayer &    
  devotions 

 
Our Lady of Saturday 

 

Hebrews 4: 12 - 16; 
Psalm - 18; 

Mark 2: 13-17; 

II SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

20-01-2019  

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

1.00 pm 

   For Elizabeth Miller & Family 
  + O’Connor Family RIP  

  Mass in Polish: in some     
  intention 

 

Isaiah 62: 1-5; 
Psalm 95; 

Corinthians 12: 4-11; 
John 2: 1-11; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount 

was: £1486.28 (55.43% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. 
Your offertory make the life and work of the Parish possible. 

   

  Crib Offerings: This year, with the encouragement of Bishop Philip, our parish 
will be donating crib offerings to the Friends of the Holy Land. Every penny will help 
the poorest Christian families, especially in and around Bethlehem, the West Bank, 

Gaza and Israel, with education, employment, health and housing costs and initiatives. FHL is non-political and 
ecumenical. For further information, please take a leaflet by the crib and keep our brothers and sisters in the 
Holy Land in your prayers at this time. 

  GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Due to strict data protection rules it is essential on entering 
hospital to indicate your details or those of your relative to be passed on to the Catholic 
Chaplain. Also state that you or your relative would like the Catholic Chaplain to visit you. 
Chaplains visit the wards during the week and provide an on-call service in case of emergency. 

THURSDAY 
 17-01-2019 

 
12.00noon 

 
NO MASS!!! 

 
NO MASS!!! 

 
Saturday 19-01-2019 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY 
 

6.00 pm 
For All Parishioners 

 

Isaiah 62: 1-5; 
Psalm 95; 

Corinthians 12: 4-11; 
John 2: 1-11; 

 



 

BY JOHN PONTIFEX, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2018 REPORT (PART 5)
 This Religious Freedom in the World 2018 report found that the militancy of certain sections of the Muslim 

community is by no means only a threat to people who do not follow Islam. Evidence clearly demonstrated that the 

tension and violence was part of a growing conflict within Islam in which expansion and domination pitted Sunnis against 

Shias. Indeed, one academic said the clash is “the most deadly and unsolvable conflict in the Middle East and it is 

between Muslims”. To what extent the conflict stems from questions of religious dogma is open to debate. Many have 

pointed to economic and political exploitation and concluded that “It has not been theological differences that has led to 

the recent bloodshed…”  That said, the expanding power struggle between the Sunni and Shia power blocs – and their 

international allies – is undoubtedly intensifying the clash. 

   The threat of militant Islam during the period under review extended far beyond Asia and Africa. The period saw 

an upsurge of terrorist attacks in the West, notably in Europe. The threat was more pervasive than appearances suggest 

because of the degree to which extremist militants were successfully stopped in their tracks by police and security 

services. These attacks, be they in Manchester, Berlin, Barcelona, Paris and elsewhere, demonstrated that the threat posed 

by extremism has now become universal, imminent and ever-present. While the motives of such attacks included political 

concerns – apparent revenge for the West’s military action in Syria and elsewhere – they often had a specifically religious 

dimension, with perpetrators expressing contempt for liberal western society and the principle of religious freedom in 

general. In some cases, it emerged that the perpetrators were targeting Christianity. Investigations into incidents linked to 

the Las Ramblas extremist attack in Barcelona in August 2017, revealed that the Islamists had planned to attack the iconic 

Sagrada Familia Basilica. (See Case Study – SPAIN: Islamist drives van into crowds, killing 15 people) Many of the 

attacks were carried out by people based in the West, radicalised online and heavily influenced by networks, which 

recruited people on the fringes of society. Many of them lived not far from where they carried out their atrocities. Taken 

as a whole, then, the period under review saw the emergence of a new phenomenon which can be described as 

“neighbourhood terrorism”. Some of the attacks were by militants returning to the West in large numbers following the 

defeat of Daesh in Iraq and Syria. Research by global security analysists at the Soufan Centre estimated that, by October 

2017, as many as 425 British Daesh (ISIS) members had returned to the UK alone. 

  The attacks in the West and elsewhere showed another feature of neighbourhood terrorism, namely a rise in 

religiously-motivated violence and discrimination against Islam. On Sunday 29th January 2017, gunmen entered Quebec 

City Islamic Cultural Center during Evening Prayers and opened fire, killing six people and injuring 18 others in what 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau called a “terrorist attack”. Less than six months later, Darren Osborne targeted London’s 

Finsbury Park Mosque, reportedly shouting: “I want to kill all Muslims”. In March 2018, Paul Moore, 21, was found 

guilty of attempted murder in Leicester, UK; driving his car, he mounted a kerb and deliberately knocked over a 

headscarf-clad Muslim woman, causing serious injuries, before returning to carry out a second attack. The European 

Islamophobia Report 2017 reported an increase in attacks against Muslims, concluding that: “Islamophobia has become 

an acute problem”. 

  Essential to the problem was unease in the West about the influx of Muslims, especially into Europe, and the 

comparatively high birth rate among Muslim communities. Although many European countries were open to Muslim 

migrants, a Chatham House Survey released in February 2017 showed that on average 55 percent of respondents from 10 

European states said that “all further migration from mainly Muslim countries should be stopped”. In Germany, attacks on 

refugees, mainly Muslims, reportedly increased from 1,031 in 2015 to more than 3,500 a year later. Taken as a whole, the 

rise in neighbourhood terrorism threatens to fracture societies along religious lines, potentially creating a culture of 

suspicion and distrust. Quite apart from the violence was a growth in concerns about discrimination against Muslims, with 

research in the US showing that as many as 75 percent of Muslims felt that there was “a lot of discrimination” against 

them in the country. 

  An important aspect of the concern about growing militant Islam in the West was evidence linking Muslim 

immigrants to a rise in anti-Semitism. In France, whose Jewish community of about 500,000 is the largest in Europe, 

there has been a well-documented spike in attacks (see Case Study – FRANCE: Jewish woman thrown from third-floor 

window) and violence carried out against Jewish cultural and religious centres. In April 2018, Le Figaro published a 

“manifesto” by 300 French dignitaries – many of them Jewish – denouncing a “new anti-Semitism” marked by “Islamist 

radicalisation” Amid reports of a wave of migration of French Jews to Israel over recent years, the manifesto’s signatories 

condemned what they described as a “quiet ethnic purging” driven by rising Islamist fundamentalism especially in 

working class neighbourhoods. 

  Against this backdrop, there some evidence to suggest a small but potentially significant shift away from traditional 

religious faith and practice among comparatively recent arrivals to the West from the developing world. This affected a 

number of different faith groups; in March 2018, the Pew Research Center published research which showed that “23 

percent of Americans raised as Muslims no longer identify with their faith”. Importantly, however, “most of them are 

silent about their faithlessness”, fearing possible social exclusion, especially from family.[65]  The evidence also seemed to 

suggest that the shift away from traditional Muslim practice was to be found not just in parts of the West but also in some 

Islamic countries too. The Council of ex-Muslims of Britain stated in March 2018 that, while 3.3 million copies of 

Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion had been sold since 2006, “the unofficial Arabic pdf alone has been downloaded 13 

million times”. The council stressed that people in Arabic-speaking and other Muslim countries were reluctant to abandon 

their faith publicly, or even question it. This was in reaction to what the council described as “the authoritarianism of 

religious rule… and the unrelenting violence” as well as apostasy which is technically punishable by death in Islam. 

http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/case/?case=518
http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/case/?case=520
http://test.religious-freedom-report.org/case/?case=520


 

The Extraordinary Story of a Young Victim Soul Who 

Saw Heaven & Spoke to the Blessed Mother 

         “Soon the entire dismemberment and devastation of the 

Church was cast upon her… as Christianity for forty years 

was divided between popes and anti-popes, so, too, was 

Lidwina’s body literally separated into two parts. “Her 

shoulders had to be bandaged to keep them from falling 

asunder… As the Pope could no longer guard the entire flock, 

Lidwina lost the use of her right eye, and the left was so weak 

that she could not endure the light.” (The Life and Revelations 
of Anne Catherine Emmerich by Rev. Carl E. Schmöger). 

  Although we are all called to take up our cross, not 

everyone is called to be a victim soul. 

  Saint Lidwina of Schiedam, a victim soul born in 

Schiedam, Netherlands in 1380, lived in Holland during 

the Western Schism while two anti-popes split the Church. 

Throughout internal Church attacks, dioceses falling apart, 

confusion spreading like wildfire, and the laity losing faith, 

God hand-picked St. Lidwina to become a powerful 

instrument of expiation for the good of His Church. St 

Lidwina was invited to share in Christ’s great mystery of 

suffering and love from a very young age. 

  While ice skating during a bitter winter, a friend 

knocked over 15-year-old Lidwina, causing her to break a 

small rib in her right side. A hard abscess grew around the 

broken rib which never healed. From that point on, she was 

bedridden, could not eat or drink without vomiting, suffered 

from burning fevers, ulcers and tumors, and her organs 

suffered terribly. She also fractured her forehead, which 

extended to the middle of her nose and a cleft from her lower 

lip to her chin that would often bleed. She could not see from 

her right eye and had a weak left eye. For thirty-three 

years, until her death, St Lidwina’s body deteriorated, and 

became a spectacle of pure suffering, defying the laws of 

nature. 

  Several years passed. Lidwina was deprived of a 

spiritual director, receiving communion Holy Communion 

only at Easter when she was carried to Church. She laid in 

darkness and spent many nights sobbing to herself. Like a 

forsaken home that was once a place of excitement and 

warmth, so too did Lidwina temporarily depart from her joyful 

and lively self, for suffering and abandonment moulded her 

into a vessel of despondency and despair. But St. Lidwina’s 

world was set on fire when she finally understood the 

potent mystery of love: love that is willing to suffer is life-

giving. 

  In the words of Mother Teresa, “I have found the 

paradox, that if you love until it hurts, there can be no more 

hurt, only more love.” By meditating upon the Passion of 

Christ with the aid of her new-found spiritual director, Fr. 

John Walters of Lyden, a spark ignited within St Lidwina, 

allowing her to find happiness in her pain through fortitude, 

patience and trust in God’s will. True peace came upon St. 

Lidwina after she received the gift of tears. She then 

comprehended God’s unconditional love and care, which 

opened the floodgates to renewal and consolation. 

  One day after receiving the Eucharist, she cried 

uncontrollably for fourteen days. This experience inundated 

her her spirit with perfect consolation. Like a spring of 

cleansing water, Lidwina’s discovery of the redemptive 

strength of love allowed her to recommit to prayer, fasting and 

penance. The more suffering she endured, the closer she was 

to the Cross of Christ. After eight years of suffering, she  

 

 

 

 

said: “It is not I who suffer; it is my Lord Jesus who 

suffers in me!” 

  St. Lidwina’s Visions: Eventually, St Lidwina was 

graced with the supernatural gift of ecstatic visions. 

  She was often visited by her guardian angel and the 

saints, and saw Heaven and Purgatory. In his book Saint 

Lydwine of Schiedam, Thomas à Kempis described St. 

Lidwina’s incredible visions: 

  “She saw also how the holy martyrs, confessors, 

prophets, virgins, and other orders of the blessed enjoyed their 

glory in themselves… 

  “When she gazed upon these joys, many saints, 

addressing her sweetly, comforted her and, exhorting her to 

patience, spoke thus: ‘What trouble or harm is it to those who 

are here now, that in the world they suffered many adversities 

for Christ?’ 

  “After many familiar colloquies…Christ’s Mother 

addressed these words to her: “Most dear daughter… let 

your heart be strengthened in the bearing of sorrows; 

because for these things which you suffer now, you shall 

gain wondrous and great glory.”             

  In one vision, she was shown a rose-bush and heard the 

words “when this shall be in bloom, your suffering will be at 

an end”. 

  In 1433 she said, “I see the rose-bush in full bloom!” 

That year on Easter Sunday, she saw Jesus coming towards 

her to administer the the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. 

St Lidwina then died peacefully and completely wrapped in 

God’s love. After she died, her house was turned into a 

hospital, and a stone chapel was built near her grave. 

  Although St Lidwina courageously bore the wounds of 

the persecuted Church, God abundantly rewarded her through 

Eternal Life. He allowed her to receive all that she had 

sacrificed for the good of the Church and salvation of souls. 

  Saint Lidwina’s legacy lives on, her story echoing 

across the centuries to give hope to all the silent victims and 

patient sufferers throughout history. 

  Just as Christ turned to His Father in his vulnerability, 

crying, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” St. 

Lidwina also turned to God, with weeping eyes, but full of 

hope. 

  She united her despair, abandonment and expiatory 

pains to Christ’s Passion for the good of humanity. She was a 

victim of love. 

  Today, St. Lidwina’s message can be heard loud and 

clear: suffering that is embraced with love is life-giving, 

fruitful and salvific. St. Lidwina’s story of perseverance 

through adversity is often the key to unlocking our 

extraordinary destinies.  We sometimes must fall to our lowest 

point, so that through God’s help, we can stand up tall.  

  To all those grappling with chronic illness, sickness, 

abandonment and hopelessness, may you also look to God in 

the same way that Saint Lidwina did, weeping but hopeful, 

uniting your sufferings to Christ, knowing that you can one 

day partake in His infinite glory. 

 

https://www.osv.com/RSS/365DaysToMercy/TabId/2752/ArtMID/21013/ArticleID/10338/What-is-a-Victim-Soul.aspx
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09233a.htm
https://www.britannica.com/event/Western-Schism


 

 
The Baptismal Preparation Sessions before Easter 2019: 

  1st Session - 7th February, Thursday from 6.45pm to 7.45pm in the 
Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 
  2nd Session -21ST  March, Thursday from 6.45pm to 8.00pm in the 
Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 
  7th April - at 10.15am Sunday Mass in St Swithun's church - 
Introducing the children to the Community of the Church and the 
First Anointing with the Catechumens' Oil; and 21ST April 2019 
(Easter Sunday) at 10.15am Mass - SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. 
  Please, notice that it is expected from the Parents & God -Parents to 

practice their faith, which also means to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 

 - Are You Interested in Becoming a Catholic? 

- Maybe you are baptized but have not been 

confirmed or have not received your first 

communion?   

- Have you always wanted to learn more about your 

faith and become part of a community? 

  The Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) provides an opportunity for adults 

thinking of joining the Church to learn more about the Catholic faith. Adult Catholics who have not been confirmed or who have not 

celebrated their first communion are also invited to be part of this process.  Through RCIA you journey through an engaging, 

challenging, enriching experience that is designed to help you come closer to God, and the Church. To become Catholic this 

Easter Vigil 20th April - please come for the very important meeting on 31ST January (THURSDAY) from 6.45pm 

to 8.30pm in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Thank You so much for our last session with the Parents - 
thank You for all your comments, support, decisions, booked personal meetings with me to 
discuss a very important things on our journey of faith. Our Next Meeting will be held on 31ST 
January 2019 (THURSDAY) from 5pm to 6.30pm. Subject: ‘Sacrament of Confession’ - 
institution & history.  Please, have with You always your rosary beads - the wooden ones for the practice.  

 SHORT REMINDER FOR THE PARENTS OF THE FIRST COMMUNION CHILDREN - Please, attend the sessions with your 

children, because they are organized on the way to make your life a little bit easier do not create another, 

separated sessions just with the Parents. All the Parents should stay for the sessions with the children, please, 

please. 
 

 

‘HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - ALL are very welcome on TUESDAYS - from 
7.40pm to 9.00pm in the church hall. The next one will be on 29th January 2019. And keep other dates 
in your Diary, please: 5th, 19th, 26th FEBRUARY 2019; 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th MARCH 2019. 
 

 



 

  OUR Parish Cinema will come back to show another beautiful & challenging 
movies: on Friday 1ST February 2019 at 8.10pm - in St Swithun’s church hall, as 

always with. Coffee & tea served. Put into your Diary. We’ll renew our Parish 

Cinema with film (FAMILY FRIENDLY, 106 minutes):   

  It’s the song that brings ultimate hope to so many often in the midst of lifes most challenging moments. 
Amazingly, the song was written in mere minutes by MercyMe lead singer Bart Millard. In reality, those lyrics 
took a lifetime to craft. Although he found faith at a young age, life wasn’t easy for Bart. He leaned into an 
active imagination and his love of music as escapes from a troubled home life. As he grew older, Bart turned 
to football in hopes of somehow connecting with his abusive father. But a career-ending injury combined 
with the vision of a teacher who saw unlimited potential set Bart on a musical pathway. Chasing a dream 
while running from broken relationships with his father and Shannon, his childhood sweetheart, Bart hits the 
road in an old, decrepit tour bus with his new band MercyMenamed for his grandmothers favourite 
expression.  
  With the guidance of a grizzled music-industry insider, the band begins a journey none of them could 
ever have imagined. Directed by the Erwin Brothers (October Baby, Moms' Night Out, and Woodlawn), I 
CAN ONLY IMAGINE stars J. Michael Finley, Madeline Carroll, Trace Adkins, Priscilla Shirer, with Cloris 
Leachman and Dennis Quaid. A gripping reminder of the power of forgiveness, I CAN ONLY IMAGINE 
beautifully illustrates that no one is ever too far from Gods loveor from an eternal home in Heaven. Dennis 
Quaid and Trace Adkins star in this inspiring true story behind MercyMes beloved hit song. Running from a 
troubled home life and a broken relationship, Bart Millard (J. Michael Finley) found escape in music. Hitting 
the road in a decrepit tour bus, Bart and his band MercyMe set out on an amazing journey none of them 
could ever have imagined, in this uplifting, music-filled movie that beautifully illustrates the power of 
forgiveness and Gods love. 

 We have started our simple exhibition of the Eucharistic Miracles which happened and were 
proved through the history.  WE ARE ALL VERY WELCOME to visit The Chapel of the Sacred Heart 

in St Swithun’s church and to meditate what happened there.  This week - shortly:  Eucharistic 

Miracle of Benningen, Germany (1216) 

   In 1222 and 1465, two important Eucharistic miracles took 

place in the town of Meerssen. The first occurred during Holy 

Mass, when living Blood dripped from the large Host and stained 

the corporal. The second occurred in 1465, when a farmer was 

able to rescue the relic of the miracle from a fire that had 

destroyed the whole church. The church was later rebuilt, and in 

1938 Pope Pius XI raised it to a minor basilica. Numerous 

pilgrims come every year to Meerssen to venerate the relic of the 

miracle. 
 

But now, we are very welcome to deepen our knowledge about it in our Parish Eucharistic Miracle’s Exhibition. 

 

 



 

Actor Neal McDonough on How His Catholic Faith Nearly Destroyed his Career 
Warning: Going to church every day and being faithful to your wife can be hazardous to your career. 

  Actor Neal McDonough for years has talked openly about his faith and how his fidelity to his wife 
nearly cost him his career in Hollywood. You might not know the name but you'll likely recognize him in 
the photo. You might recall that McDonough was pretty much a constant on TV for years, and then he 
was gone... for a while. Why? It’s because the happily married man and Catholic father of five refused to 
love scenes. And BOOM went the hammer! He was fired from the television show “Scoundrels” and 
things looked pretty grim for a while. 
  In his own words, he was considered to be a "religious zealot”: 
  “I was [surprised], and it was a horrible situation for me,” McDonough said. “After that, I couldn’t 
get a job because everybody thought I was this religious zealot. I am very religious. I put God and family 
first and me second. That’s what I live by. It was hard for a few years. Then [Band of Brothers producer] 
Graham Yost called me and said, ‘Hey, I want you to be the bad guy on Justified. I knew that was my 
shot back at the title.” 
  In the end, McDonough said, everything has 
worked out well for him professionally because the 
setback pushed him to improve his acting. He’s on 
the History Channel’s new series Project Blue 
Book and has several other projects, including the 
animated Sonic the Hedgehog, in the works. On 
the personal level, McDonough said, things have 
been going well for since he met and instantly fell 
in love with his wife-to-be after meeting her on 
the streets of England, where he was filming 
HBO’s acclaimed 2001 miniseries Band of 
Brothers. “Almost 20 years, five kids and just one 
heck of an awesome life later, to have her as my 
partner in everything, I’m just the most blessed guy I know,” he said. “That’s why I go to church every 
day and say thank you to God for everything he’s given me. And most importantly, thank you for giving 
me Ruvé, because without her, I most certainly would not be talking with you right now.” 
  That's pretty awesome. And just to let you know, the show “Scoundrels” was cancelled after like 
five episodes or something like that. McDonough's career, however, continues to do quite well. 

 

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Charlie Albert Matthews, Eileen Inkpen, 
Ann Ford, Colin Lennard, Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their 
poor families with them, Aileen Hopkins, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, 
Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol 
Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, 
Peter Softely, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John 
Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary 
Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne 
Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

   

  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 13TH JANUARY: Michael Lawrence Egan, Etheldreda Knight , Angela 

Elizabeth Mallon, Kenneth Horace Tall, Anthony Kinght, Josephine Smalley, Harry Murray, Thomas Walsh, Margaret 

Wickenden, Gerry Tout, Margaret Maria England, Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian 
Koerner, Eileen Nora Howard, Michael Valentine, Michael Garvey, Patrick McErlane, Kathleen Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, 

Margery Diana Woods (Maddy), Mary Millgate, Mary Robinson, Marie Stanway, Mary Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret 
Cross, Hilda Eliza Mary Vella, Elena Glacin, Mary Bulbeck, Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred Bennett, Mary Hyatt, 

Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder,  Katherine Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Ernest Gant, Teresa Malbon, Peter 

Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy Bradley, Geoffrey Browning, Margaret Ellen Brayfield, Sister Mechtilde Fox, 
Vernon Alfred Richard Read, Mildred Durr and Margaret Mabel Annie Griffin.     

   May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
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     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 

 

mailto:mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
http://www.stswithuns.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Stswithuns.org.uk/


 
 


