
 

Last Sunday was Epiphany, when 
the wise men met Jesus having set out 
in search of a special king, somebody 
who would transform their lives. They 
found the Christ child, paid him 
homage and offered him gifts, before 
returning home, transformed and 
changed by what they had seen and 
taking the message of salvation with 
them. 
 
The story has an important message 
for us. Many of us have New Year 
resolutions to try and improve aspects 
of our lives. The key message at 
Epiphany brings us back to meeting 
Jesus in the manger. It encourages us 
to meet Jesus afresh and seek to grow 
our own relationship with God.   
 
Perhaps we are keeping our New Year 
resolutions, or maybe they have 
already fallen by the wayside! 
Developing a growing relationship with 
God is the resolution that Epiphany 
invites us to embrace.   

Epiphany is widely celebrated in many 
countries across Europe. During 
assembly, we shared some of the 
activities that take place, including the 
Greek river race, where the swimmers 
race for the cross thrown into the water 
by a priest and in which one of our 
children has taken part! 
 
Andrew Olive, Headteacher 
 
 

Class Masses 
These will normally be held on Fridays 
at St Swithun’s Church, commencing 
at 10 am.  

 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon. Please 
join us for your child’s class assembly, 
which begins at 3.10 pm for which you 
may arrive at the School Office from   
3 pm.   

 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join 
us at 9.15 am for your child’s class 
liturgy. 

 

Date Class 

1st February Zebras / Wolves 

8th February 
Kangaroos / 
Gorillas 

1st March 
Leopards / 
Panthers 

WEDNESDAY 
6th March  

Whole School 

Wednesday Date Class 

16th January Gorillas 

23rd January Seahorses 

30th January Kangaroos 

6th February  Wolves 

13th February Zebras 

Wednesday Date Class 

16th January Starfish 

23rd January Dolphins 

30th January Seahorses 
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New Arrival 
Congratulations to Mrs 
Waszak and her 
husband on the arrival 

of their baby daughter. Amelia 
Antonina was born on 7th January and 
mum and baby are both doing very 
well. We look forward to seeing them 
in school soon. 
 
 
Are you thinking of becoming a 
primary school teacher or know of 
someone who is thinking of 
training? –  
Open Afternoon at St Swithun’s on 
17th January 
Have you ever thought of becoming a 
teacher or do you know anyone who is 
considering it? It is a very rewarding 
job; you really can make a positive 
difference to the lives of children. The 
Primary Catholic Partnership (PCP) is 
a highly successful, outstanding 
teacher training provider that offers 
many routes into teaching in primary 
schools. The partnership has an 
excellent reputation and the trainees 
have an impressive record of securing 
teaching jobs.  
The partnership is based in a school in 
Southampton but training can be in 
local schools, including St Swithun’s 
Primary School – we have a PCP 
trainee at the moment.  
 
If you would like to find out more, St 
Swithun’s is holding an open afternoon 
on Thursday 17th January at 1pm, 
when you will be able to look around 
the school, listen to a presentation 
from the partnership about the various 
routes into the profession and ask any 
questions you may have.  
 
For more information, look at their 
website: http://www.pcp-scitt.org.uk/ 
 
 

So, if you, or a friend, are thinking of 
teaching, please come along. Just 
contact the school office to let us know 
you are coming.  
 
 

 
Would you like to become a School 
Governor? 
We have a vacancy for a Foundation 
Governor at St Swithun’s Primary 
School. The Governing Body works as 
a team and is responsible for 
promoting high standards of 
educational achievement, setting the 
strategic direction of the school, 
ensuring accountability and monitoring 
and evaluating the school’s 
performance. It is has responsibility for 
the finance, buildings and 
safeguarding of children, so governors 
have a wide range of skills and 
experiences. Foundation governors 
are appointed by the Bishop and have 
a particular focus on the religious 
character of the school.  

Governors are 
appointed for a 
four year term 
and should 
expect to attend 
12 meetings 

during the academic year. Being a 
governor is a responsible role and 
hugely rewarding. If you are interested 
in the role or want to find out more, 
please contact the school office. 
  
 
 

http://www.pcp-scitt.org.uk/


 

 
 

Holiday 
Childcare 
As some parents 
are aware, we 
now provide 

childcare through school holidays and 
day closures. It is run by the same 
team who provide Sunlight and 
Twilight care, so if you need childcare 
for February half term, our February 
day closure or the Easter holidays, 
please do contact the school or the 
Extended Day team on 
sunandtwilight@st-
swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk .  
 
For further available dates, please 
refer to the information titled ‘Inset 
Days’ at the end of this newsletter. 
 

Spare Uniform 
We are always in 
need of spare 
clothing items in our 
Early Years 

provision. If you have any tights, 
wellies or plimsolls that your child has 
outgrown, please feel free to bring 
them to the School Office or pass to a 
member of the Early Years team. 
 
 

 Carols in the Playground 
– Salvation Army 
Many thanks to all who 
attended and took part in 

our carol service on Thursday 20th 
December. We raised £55.34 which 
helped the Salvation Army provide 
Christmas dinners and food hampers 
to those experiencing financial 
difficulties across the city. 
 
 
Triple P Discussion 
Groups 
The Early Help & 
Prevention Team at 
Portsmouth City 
Council are offering a series of 
discussion groups to help parents. 
Please see the posters displayed in 
our office window or contact your 
nearest family hub for more 
information. 
 
 
INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 25th February 2019 

 Monday 22nd July 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 Wednesday 4th September 2019 
 

Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Year 3/4 – 

 Big Mouth Theatre 
 
Year 5/6 – 

 Big Mouth Theatre 
 
All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 
 
CHANGE OF DETAILS 
To ensure that we keep your child’s 
contact records up to date, could we 
please ask that you inform the office 
of any change of address, contact 
telephone numbers and emergency 
contact details. Thank you. 
 

mailto:sunandtwilight@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk
mailto:sunandtwilight@st-swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk
http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/letters-break-down/


 

Holiday care is available for the above  
dates plus: 

 18th - 22nd February 2019 

 8th - 18th April 2019 

 28th – 31st May 2019 

 24th July – 23rd August 2019 

 2nd – 3rd September 2019 

  
Please ask in the Office for booking forms. 


