
 

 

  Today, as we start a new liturgical year, we renew our zeal and our personal struggle with our 
sights set on sanctity, ours and that of everybody else. The Church itself calls on us to do so, 
reminding us in today's Gospel, of the need to be always at the ready, always “in love with” our Lord: 
«Be on your guard; let not your hearts be weighed down with a life of pleasure, drunkenness and 
worldly cares lest that day catch you suddenly as a trap» (Lk 21:34). 
  We mustn't overlook a very important detail for those who are in love: this attitude of being 
alert —of being ready— cannot be intermittent, but has to become a permanent way of life. This is 
why, our Lord says to us: «But watch at all times and pray» (Lk 21:36). At all times!: this is the right 
measure of love. Fidelity is not made on the basis of “sometimes yes, sometimes no”. It is, therefore, 
very important that the pace of our pious and spiritual formation be regular (day by day and week by 
week). If only we could live every day of our life with a new “first time” mentality; if only, every 
morning —when waking up— we would manage to say: —Today, I'm born again (thanks be to 
God!); today, I'm Christened again; today, I'm making my First Communion again; today, I'm getting 
married again... To persevere cheerfully, one has to “restart all over again”, to renew oneself. 
  In this life we're not here forever. There will come a day when «the forces of the universe will 
be shaken» (Lk 25:26). Good reason to be alert! But, in Advent, the Church gives us a lovely basis for 
joyous preparation: unquestionably, one day, men «will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory» (Lk 25:27), but meanwhile, God arrives on Earth meekly and with discretion; 
as a new-born child, to the point that «Christ could be seen, wrapped in swaddling clothes, in a 
feeding trough» (Saint Cyril of Jerusalem). Only an alert spirit could discover in this Infant the 
magnitude of God's love and salvation (cf. Ps 84:8). 

 

 

 

1st Sunday of Advent 

2nd DECEMBER 2018 



 

  This year our Advent charity will be dedicated for all our work 
and ministry towards the homeless. Thank You for all the kitchen 
equipment You gave for the homeless Sunday Lunches. We plan again to 

do a Christmas Lunch on Sunday 23rd December, and would like to ask 
one or two extra helpers if possible. Also, if You would like to give 
something for their Christmas pr4esents, we would like packets of soft 
sweets (eg. jellies, marshmallows o chocolate), pens, combs, boxer 

shorts or rolls of wrapping paper. Warm socks, gloves, hats and many 
toilets things especially for shaving and perfumes. 
 

Traditionally every Sunday of Advent we’ll have the second collection 
for them, to make our participation of The Open Church Project in our 
Parish at least as successful as it was last year. Please, help if You only 

can. Thank You for all your kind and merciful hearts & hands. 
 

  MAIN FINDINGS -  
BY JOHN PONTIFEX, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN THE WORLD 2018 REPORT (PART 1) 
 In an interview with Aid to the Church in Need given in early 2018, Antoine, a father-of-three, described what 
happened when he was seized by Islamist extremists in the northern Syrian city of Aleppo. When the militants 
discovered he was Christian, they demanded he convert on pain of death. He was incarcerated, tortured and denied 
food. He woke up every day fearing it might be his last. 
  Such was the price that Antoine paid for the denial of religious freedom. And yet, he was lucky. One day, he 
seized his opportunity to make his escape. While all his captors were at prayer, he silently made his way to the 
prison’s main door and found the chain loose. He slipped out, scaled a high wall and ran for his life. Later that same 
day, he was reunited with his wife, Georgette, and three young daughters. 
  This personal account, along with innumerable other examples, is the raison d’être for this report. For so many 
other people, the experience of persecution has a far different outcome. For simply belonging to the wrong religion, 
countless numbers of people have been killed; many others have 
disappeared and still more have been imprisoned indefinitely. 
  So many incidents of this nature, motivated by religious hatred show 
the degree to which religious freedom in the world today is “an orphaned 
right”. 
  Given this, it is arguably more important than ever to arrive at a clear 
and workable definition of religious freedom and its ramifications for 
governments, the legal authorities and society as a whole. This Aid to the 
Church in Need Religious Freedom in the World 2018 report recognises the core 
tenets of religious liberty as contained in Article 18 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, adopted by the United Nations in 1948: 
  Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and 
freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, 
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship or 
observance. 
  Examining the two-year period up to and including June 2018, this 
report assesses the religious situation of every country in the world. 
Recognising that religious liberty cannot be adequately assessed in 
isolation, the country reports critique the often intricate relationship 
between matters of religion and other related factors – for example 
politics, economy, education. 196 nations have been examined with a 
special focus in each case on the place of religious freedom in constitutional and other statutory documents, 
incidents of note and finally a projection of likely trends. From these reports, the countries have been 
categorised (see the table which appears on page 36-39). The table focuses on countries where violations against 
religious freedom go beyond comparatively mild forms of intolerance to represent a fundamental breach of human 
rights. The countries where these grave violations occur have been placed into two categories – ‘Discrimination’ and 
‘Persecution’. (For a full definition of both categories, visit www.religion-freedom-report.org ). In these cases of 
discrimination and persecution, the victims typically have little or no recourse to law.  (to be continued…) 

 

 

http://www.religion-freedom-report.org/


 
  DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
 

FIRST SUNDAY  
OF ADVENT 
02-12-2018 

8.30 am 

10.15 am 

 

1.00 pm 

  + Dec. of Malbon Family RIP 
  + Dec. of Duffy Family RIP     

   

Mass in Polish:  For the 
Living Rosary Group of St 
John Paul II  

 
Jeremiah 33: 14-16; 

Psalm - 24; 
1 Thessalonians 3: 12-4:2; 

Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36; 

 
MONDAY 
03-12-2018 

 
9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For Rwanda murders 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 

 
Isaiah 2: 1-5; 
Psalm - 121; 

Matthew 8: 5-11; 

 
TUESDAY 
 04-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For Simon Andrew Steward 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  
Holy Souls in Purgatory  

of the 1ST Week of Advent 
 

St John Damascene, 
Priest, Doctor of the Church 

 
Isaiah 11: 1-10; 

Psalm - 71; 
Luke 10: 21-24; 

WEDNESDAY 
 05-12-2018 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ John Forer RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
of the 1ST Week of Advent 

Isaiah 25: 6-10a; 
Psalm - 22; 

Matthew 15: 29-37; 

THURSDAY 
 06-12-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Nixon & d’Espagnac fam. 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 

 
St Nicholas, Bishop 

Isaiah 26: 1-6; 
Psalm - 117; 

Matthew 7: 21, 24-27; 

 
FRIDAY 

 07-12-2018 
FIRST FRIDAY  

OF THE MONTH 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

7.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Grandad Joseph RIP 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions 
 

VIGIL MASS of The Immaculate 
Conception with the First 
Communion Children receiving 
the Miraculous Medals  

 
 

Isaiah 29: 17-24; 
Psalm - 26; 

Matthew 9: 27-31; 

 
SATURDAY 
 08-12-2018 

 

 
9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Bernard Gabriel & Family 
We pray the Rosary & Devotions  

 

 
Genesis 3: 9-15, 20; 

Psalm - 97; 
Ephesians 1: 3-6, 11-12; 

Luke 1: 26-38; 

 
FIRST SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
09-12-2018  

 
8.30 am 

10.15 am 

 

1.00 pm 

   
  Thanksgiving to John Mason 
  + Shaun McAuliffe RIP     

  Mass in Polish: For  
  Zbigniew & Stanislawa for the  
  healing grace  

 
Baruch 5: 1-9; 
Psalm - 125; 

Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11; 
Luke 3: 1-6; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount 

was: £1319,16 (59% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your 
donations make the life and work of the Parish possible. Thank all of You who make our 
church, our Parish so beautiful and alive!  

  The next Ascent Group Meeting - pre Christmas Lunch is on Sunday 

December the 9th. Will those who have booked to go please meet at the Royal Beach Hotel 
in the Lounge/Bar at 12-30pm for 1pm on the day. Note that this is the last Ascent meeting for 2018 and the next 
meeting in the Church Hall will be in the New Year on Monday February the 25th 2019. 

  Natural Family Planning and Fertility Awareness 1-1 Instruction Available!  
  For more information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda  

on 07546 382 538 or email info@whollynaturalfertility.com 

THURSDAY 
 06-12-2018 

 
12.00noon 

For Peter David Hiscock 
(Birthday intention) 

 
St Nicholas, Bishop 

Isaiah 26: 1-6; 
Psalm - 117; 

Matthew 7: 21, 24-27; 

 
Saturday 08-12-2018 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

 
For all Parishioners 

 

Baruch 5: 1-9; 
Psalm - 125; 

Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11; 
Luke 3: 1-6; 

 

mailto:info@whollynaturalfertility.com


 
Dear Brother and Sister in Christ, my Friends 

    Today, we continue to focus on the mysteries of our 

faith. Let’s look today at theme: The Holy Mother is the 

sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. 

         In Christianity there are many different looks for the 

Blessed Mother. The Eastern Churches surround her with a 

great cult from the very beginning. The disciples of Luther, 

or reformed Churches, almost completely rejected the cult 

of the Mother of God. In the Catholic Church in various 

countries, in various ways throughout the centuries, Marian 

cult has been embraced. 
  Mary is one of the most perfect works of the Holy 

Spirit. He shaped her. Already from the moment of her 

conception in the womb of Saint Anna He was watching 

over her holiness. Nothing evil has ever touched the Holy 

Mother. The Holy Spirit was building a shrine for Himself. 

She is Immaculate from the beginning. She is the most 

outstanding masterpiece of the Holy Spirit. He also took 

care to shape her human heart so that she could love as 

does the heart of God. We know that the Holy Spirit is 

Love. Our human heart has a limited capacity. For 

example, if a mother has a dozen or so children, she can 

barely embrace them all with the same love and must be 

careful not to make any difference; to be the same loving 

mother for each child. A loving mother is one of the 

greatest miracles on earth. A mother embracing her own 

family with her love. But we can no longer embrace 

hundreds of thousands of people with our hearts. Our hearts 

have a small capacity. 

       The Holy Spirit has shaped the human heart of Mary 

so much that she can love not only a few dozen people, but 

can love their millions and billions. A heart that can love 

billions of people with a specific love that interests each 

and every one fully, is one of the greatest masterpieces of 

the Holy Spirit. There is a great prospect ahead of us if we 

give our heart to the Holy Spirit, it will be more and more 

capable of great love. 

        But this is not all. In this masterpiece, in this temple, 

which the Holy Spirit built, He lived and lives in the 

present. Therefore, the Blessed Mother is the visible temple 

of the Holy Spirit. We come to the temple to meet God. We 

come to the Mother of God to meet with the Holy Spirit. 

Whoever approaches Mary, he approaches the Holy Spirit 

who lives in her. This is the basis of Marian cult, otherwise, 

if we saw only the human being in the Holy Mother, in her 

worship there would be a danger of deification of man, and 

then it would be idolatry. Honouring a man and the highest 

honour that we can afford would be bordering on idolatry. 

However, when we worship the temple because of the God 

who lives in it, there is no idolatry. There is also no idolatry 

in Marian cult, for approaching the Blessed Mother, we 

approach the Holy Spirit itself. This is more or less the 

same as with the source. The Holy Mother is a fountain 

filled with Living Water, which is the Holy Spirit. 

However, it is impossible to separate the source from the 

water. People say they are looking for a source, but they are 

looking for water. If the source is dry, no one is interested 

in it, because there is no water anymore. We, looking to 

the Holy Mother, are looking for God. And that's why we 

go to her because she understands us. The love of God 

hidden in her is conveyed through her by understandable 

human language. 

            We are touching an even more important matter 

right now. Every man can come to the Blessed Mother, 

even one who is afraid to meet God. Please note that Christ 

was and is being portrayed as a Judge, as a Legislator, as 

the one who will judge us at the end of time, which is what 
Advent is preparing us for. The Blessed Mother has never 

been presented in this way. She shows us this aspect of the 

manifesting love of God, which is expressed most fully in 

maternal love, and yet even the worst child always has 

access to a loving mother. Through the Mother of Jesus 

Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit, we have access to God 

Himself. 

       In the popular catechesis, the Mother of God always 

appears as the guardian of the secret gate, through which 

He lets those who do not dare enter through the main door, 

because they have so much entangled their lives that they 

are ashamed of their own past. This beautiful picture shows 

precisely the mystery of the Holy Spirit's sanctuary, where 

man meets God. We must not separate the Holy Mother 

from the Holy Spirit, just as we must not separate the 

source from the water that is in it. 

       In this approach, every devotion to the Blessed 

Mother becomes understandable, even the simplest, almost 

primitive, when one cannot afford anything more than just 

a kiss in the picture. Even the handicapped people can pick 

up a rosary or light the candle for God's Mother, they can 

also visit her shrines all over the world. These are not to be 

taken lightly. They are a sign of the good will of a man who 

wants to make contact with God. This man seeks the source 

of the Water of Life. 

       The Holy Spirit fills Mary, He lives in her. Marian 

devotion in the Church is always charismatic. That is why 

there are so many signs and miracles because of Mary. All 

we need to do is enter the chapels of Our Lady in 

Lourdes, in Fatima and many other places in the world to 

see a lot of human gifts in thanksgiving for the gift of 

healing miracles, release ... These are signs of gratitude for 

the Holy Spirit who lives there. The Blessed Mother is the 

tabernacle of God (‘the Ark of the Covenant’), the 

tabernacle of the Spirit of God. This truth allows us to look 

through the evangelizing spirit of the entire Marian cult. 

Mary is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit. Who wants 

to be healed, cleansed, saved, who wants to touch God, just 

go to her because the Holy Spirit lives in her. 
        With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 

 



 
  In 1854, Pope Pius IX’s solemn 

declaration, Ineffabilis Deus, clarified with 

finality the long-held belief of the Church that 

Mary was conceived free from original sin.  

 In proclaiming the Immaculate Conception of 

Mary, as a dogma of the Church, the pope 

expressed precisely and clearly that Mary was 

conceived free from the stain of original sin.  

 This privilege of Mary’s, derives from God’s 

having chosen her as Mother of the Saviour, 

thus she received the benefits of salvation in 

Christ, from the very moment of her 

conception. This great gift to Mary, an 

ordinary human being just like us, was fitting because she was destined to be Mother of God. The purity and holiness of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary is a model for all Christians. 

  The Catechism of the Catholic Church says of the Immaculate Conception of Mary: 

  490.  To become the mother of the Saviour, Mary “was enriched by God with gifts appropriate to such a role”.  

 The angel Gabriel at the moment of the annunciation salutes her as “full of grace”.   In fact, in order for Mary to be able 

to give the free assent of her faith to the announcement of her vocation, it was necessary that she be wholly borne by 

God’s grace. 

  491.   Through the centuries the Church has become ever more aware that Mary, “full of grace” through God, was 

redeemed from the moment of her conception  . That is what the dogma of the Immaculate Conception confesses, as Pope 

Pius IX proclaimed in 1844: “The most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by a singular 

grace and privilege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human race, preserved 

immune from all stain of original sin.” (Pius IX, Ineffabilis Deus, 1854.) 

  492.   The “splendour of an entirely unique holiness” by which Mary is “enriched from the first instant of her 

conception” comes wholly from Christ – she is “redeemed, in a more exalted fashion, by reason of the merits of her 

Son.”   The Father blessed Mary more than any other created person “in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places” and chose her “in Christ before the foundation of the world, to be holy and blameless before him in 

love.” 

  493.   The Fathers of the Eastern tradition call the Mother of God “the All-Holy” (Panagia) and celebrate her as 

“free from any stain of sin, as though fashioned by the Holy Spirit and formed as a new creature”.   By the grace of God 

Mary remained free of every personal sin her whole life long. 

 
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Colin Lennard, Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor 

families with them Aidan Molloy, Aileen Hopkins, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi 

Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, 

Peter Softely, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Fred Vuksani, Tom & 

Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, 

Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 2ND DECEMBER: Mary Claffey, Isabella Butler, James Harrison, Eileen 

McEntee, Michael McMahon, Elizabeth Lindsay, J Michael Kane, Florence Read, Muriel Ryan, Alfred Kenneth Elliot, Norman Cyril 

Pickard, Jack Barter, Tadeusz Mikulski, Janet Mary Loud, Margaret Malloy, Nicole Sharkey aka Nee Brett, Lucy Osmonde, Gerald 

James Murphy, Evelyn Blanche Bushnell, Sean Gerard Lynn, Andrew O'Brien, Florence Alice Brennan, Edith Horn, Reuben Atkins, 

Norah Bailey, Maria Mallia, Rosemary Orme, Violet Faith Wardlaw, Sarah Stanford, Kathleen  Dorothy Thomas, Anna Walsh, Ellen 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Thank You so much for your last session based on 
“SACRAMENTS, SACRAMENTALIA & DEVOTIONS”. Our Next Meeting will be held on 
7TH December (FRIDAY) from 7pm to 8.15pm. Subject:  We start at 7.00pm with the Holy Mass during 

which the Children are going to receive - blessed this day - The Miraculous Medals of Our Lady, followed by 

Exposition, Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament & Benediction. At 8.00pm - a short session. Please, have with You 

always your rosary beads - the wooden ones for the practice.  

 SHORT REMINDER FOR THE PARENTS OF THE FIRST COMMUNION CHILDREN - Please, attend the sessions with your 

children, because they are organized on the way to make your life a little bit easier do not create another, 

separated sessions just with the Parents. All the Parents should stay for the sessions with the children, please, 

please. 
 

 



 
(Nellie) Elizabeth Budd, James George Cornelius Coughlin, Peter Jeffery, Louise Margaret Baxter, Humphrey Bremsking, Pamela 

Grace Gorsuch, Maria Valcic, Walter David Henry Clabburn, Gerald Kearney, Betty Sarah Tongh, Doris Edna Maisie Pooley,d   

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

  ON FRIDAYS after evening Mass from 8.15pm to 9.15pm (in the church hall) all are very 
welcome for our Journey to Christmas with Bishop Robert Baron -  
A DEEP, BIBILICAL LOOK AT JESUS CHRIST ALL ARE VER WELCOME!!! 
  The better we understand Jesus, the better we understand ourselves. But who was Jesus, this 
itinerant preacher whom many called the Messiah? 
  In Priest, Prophet, King, you’ll discover Jesus 
as the Anointed One–the ultimate priest, prophet, 
and king foreshadowed throughout the Hebrew 
Scriptures. Using biblical insights and engaging 
stories, Bishop Barron affirms that we see Jesus 
most clearly through the lens of the Old Testament. 
  Through this deeply biblical program, you will 
better understand Jesus, become more familiar with 
Scripture, and realize your own priestly, prophetic, 
and kingly mission, received when you are baptized 

“into Christ.” Thank You so much for the last 

Friday’s experience with ‘Adoratio’. 
  WALK 2 - THE HIGH PRIEST 
  The fulfillment of the priestly role comes in the person of Jesus Christ, who is the perfect 
sacrifice, the altar, and the eternal high priest, all in one. Fully God and fully man, he lives eternally 
to intercede for God’s people.  No longer are we separated from God by the sin of the first priest, 

Adam, but because of the sacrifice and continual intercession of 
Christ, the final and complete high priest, we again can walk 
in adoratio with God. ALL ARE VER WELCOME!!! 

  On Tuesdays, from 7.40pm to 9.00pm we are coming 

back to our SCRIPTURE MEETINGS - ‘HEAR GOD’S 

VOICE’. This is a very special and different way to read God’s 

 

 

 



 

Word - we continue the journey with St Mark’s Gospel. We ask The Holy Spirit to lead us, to 

open us for the things which He would like us to notice, to focus on, to put into the action. ALL 

ARE VERY 

WELCOME. In the 

Presbytery - 105 

Waverley Road, 

Southsea. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Please, sign up to bring some food and or drinks ----- Buy a present for your 

child/children - no more than £5. Wrap your own present(s) ----- On the day, give 

your present to the VOLUNTEER at the table at the door and get the raffle ticket 

----- One raffle ticket is put on your present and you keep the other numbered 

ticket ----- PLEASE, help during the party -----When St Nicholas arrives he will give 

our presents ----- The raffle ticket will identify your child’s present. 
   

 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK  

MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 12:30pm to 12:55pm at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm 

and by request  

 

  

 



 

  With a huge joy I would like to invite all of You - your Family & Friends for the very special NATIVITY - ‘Polish Bethlehem’, 
performed by Polish Community (adults) to give tribute to our special occasion of 100th Anniversary of The Independence of Poland. 
 This is a very joyful & powerful way to show what happened over 2000 years ago, when True God humbled Himself and 
became True Man for us. Professionally prepared, with an amazing decorations, music and dedication of the people.  

  Worth to see, please come and do not be afraid that You do 
not know Polish language, we will do all our best You will 
understand everything. 
  We have started our simple exhibition of 
the Eucharistic Miracles which happened and 
were proved through the history.  

         WE ARE ALL VERY WELCOME to visit 
The Chapel of the Sacred Heart in St 
Swithun’s church and to meditate what 
happened there.  

 This week - shortly: Eucharistic Miracle 

of Trani, Italy  

  A non-Christian woman who did not believe 

the true Catholic dogma of the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, aided by some of her 

Christian friends, managed to steal a consecrated Host during the celebration of a Sacred Mass. The 

woman, as if daring God, put the consecrated Host into a frying pan of oil. Suddenly the Host spilled 

out masses of Blood, which poured to the floor and out the door of the house.  

  To this day in Trani, Puglia, the relic of this miracle which happened around the  year one 

thousand, is housed in the Cathedral of Holy Mary of the Assumption.There are numerous 

documents which retell this miracle; among them are Eucharistic monograms, which are on the 

ancient streets of the city. Brother Bartolomeo Campi describes in his work,  “L’Inamorato di Gesù 

Cristo” (1625), an accurate account of the unfolding of the facts:  

  “Pretending to be Christian, the woman received Communion with the others… and took the 

consecrated Host from her mouth and transferred the Holy Eucharist to a handkerchief.  Once home 

she wanted to experiment with whether or not the Blessed Sacrament was bread and put the 

consecrated Host into a heated frying pan filled with oil. Upon contact with the boiling oil, the 

consecrated Host miraculously became Bloody Flesh and a hemorrhage, so to speak , would not stop 

flowing and went from the pan all over the cursed woman and her house. Terrorized, the woman 

began to scream… and the neighbors ran over to find out the reasons behind her cries…”  

  The archbishop was immediately informed of the events and  he ordered the return of the 

consecrated Host to the church. That same Cistercian 

Abbot Ferdinando Ughelli (1670), in his well -known 

encyclopaedic work “Italia Sacra”,  wrote in a notation of 

his seventh volume: “In Trani a sacred Host was fried to 

the dismay of our Faith…, the true Flesh and Blood of 

Christ was unveiled in the unleavened Bread which fell to 

the ground”.  

  An indirect confirmation to this miracle is also 

found in the affirmation of St. Pio from Pietreclina, 

which exclaimed: “Trani is fortunate to have been bathed 

by the Blood of Christ twice”,  the first reference being to 

this miracle and the later to the miracle of the Colonna 

Crucifix from which an abundant stream of blood flowed 

from Jesus’ nose.  

  In 1616 the relic of the Host was transferred to an 

antique silver shrine donated by Fabrizio de Cunio.  

  Thanks to the generosity of the nobleman Ottavian Campitelli, the house of the woman was 

converted into a chapel in 1706.  

  Throughout various eras, many tests were performed on this sacred relic and verified, the last 

one took place in 1924 at the Inter -diocesan Eucharistic Congress headed by Monsignor Giuseppe 

Maria Leo.  

 

 



 
But now, we are very welcome to deepen our knowledge about it in our Parish Eucharistic Miracle’s Exhibition. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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