
 

Next week is the second week of 
Advent. In Sunday’s gospel: Luke 
3:1-6, God speaks to John the Baptist 
while he is in the desert. Having heard 
what God wants, John travels around 
telling people to be prepared for the 
coming of Jesus. He offers to baptise 
them so that their sins will be forgiven. 
 
Advent means prepare. It is a time 
when we think about our actions, what 
we could do better and try to make a 
change to our lives and those of other 
people.  
 
Our school is joining St Swithun’s 
parish in collecting clothes and other 
items to donate to people without a 
home to go to this Christmas. Many 
people, often through no fault of their 
own, find themselves without the 
security of their own home. St 
Swithun’s church is part of a number of 
churches offering shelter to the 
homeless, working to build their 
confidence and resilience to improve 
their lives.   
 
Some of our children sang at the lunch 
for the homeless provided by Faith in 
Football recently and we would like to 
help further by donating items – see 
below for details.  
 
This is one way in which we can fulfil 
our mission, ‘Love one another as 
Jesus loves us’.  
 
Closing prayer: Loving God, you want 
the whole world to welcome Jesus and 
be joyful at his arrival. In this season of 
Advent, help us to prepare for his 
coming. Help us to use this time of 
waiting to make positive changes in 
our lives and the lives of others around 
the world. We make this prayer 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

Homeless Christmas 
Lunch 
This Advent we would 
like to help make 
Christmas better for the 
homeless people of 
Portsmouth. St Swithun’s 

Church is putting on a Christmas lunch 
on Sunday 23rd December for the 
homeless of the area. Last year it was 
very popular and they ran out of 
presents! So, we would like to collect 
presents and other useful items for 
homeless people as our Advent charity 
(please see below).  
 
 
Non School Uniform Days 
On Friday 14th December, we will have 
another non-school uniform day so 
please bring in your gift donation - 
Good presents would be toiletries, 
pens, combs, boxer shorts, soft sweets 
(jellies, marshmallows, chocolate), 
warm socks, hats, etc - or £1 to 
support the homeless and to give them 
a lovely Christmas dinner and present.  
 
On Friday 21st December we would 
love to see everyone wearing their 
daftest Christmas woollies. This is just 
a bit of fun and we will not be raising 
money for charity on this day. 
 
 

Christmas at St 
Swithun’s 
A special thank 
you to Haven 
Gardens for their 
donation of two 
Christmas trees to 
our school. One is 
positioned in our 
reception area, 

and the other in our hall for the 
children to enjoy. 
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https://www.havengardens.co.uk/
https://www.havengardens.co.uk/


 

School Gate 
A polite reminder – please do not 
leave children in school before 8.45am 
or until there is a teacher on the gate – 
they are still your responsibility until 
this time. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Andrew Olive, Headteacher 
 
 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon. Please 
join us for your child’s class assembly, 
which begins at 3.10 pm for which you 
may arrive at the School Office from   
3 pm.   

 
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class. Please join 
us at 9.15 am for your child’s class 
liturgy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winter Fayre 
 

Saturday 8th December 
11am-2pm 

 

** Meet Santa in his Grotto**  
 

~ Raffle ~ Crafts ~ 
~ Gifts ~ Games ~ 

Hot Drinks and Cakes 

 

 
 
Year 5/6 – Portsmouth Sea 
Defences 

Last week, year 5/6 completed a three 
month programme which culminated in 
a ‘Dragon’s Den’ style presentation. 
The process saw pupils design and 
present coastal defence solutions 
present to a panel of professionals 
including Headteacher, Andrew Olive; 
Cllr Suzy Horton, cabinet member for 
education; and Coastal Project 
Engineer from the Eastern Solent 
Coastal Partnership, Rupert Teasdale 
as part of a project coordinated by 
Southsea Coastal Scheme. 
 
The project aimed to engage local 
children in plans to protect Southsea 
from coastal flooding over the next 100 
years and included a fun-filled 
assembly from two Mad Scientists to 

Wednesday Date Class 

16th January Gorillas 

23rd January Seahorses 

30th January Kangaroos 

Wednesday Date Class 

16th January Starfish 

23rd January Dolphins 

30th January Seahorses 



 

learn more about coastal defence 
schemes and flooding, as well as a 
field trip to the seafront to understand 
the current challenges. 
Three winning teams were announced 
as ‘Big Blue Sea’, ‘Sea Defenders’ and 
‘St Swithun’s Sea Stoppers’. 
 
Cllr Suzy Horton said “It was really 
tough to choose the winning teams, 
everyone had put so much effort in so 
congratulations to all who took part. 
There are definitely some budding 
coastal engineers in the group that I’m 
sure we’ll see working on defence 
projects across the city in years to 
come!” 
 
For more information on the project, 
please click here. 
 
 

Year 5/6 Football – We 
Won the League! 
On Tuesday 20th November, 
seven of the Year 6’s went to 

Goals to play 5 games which were 10 
minutes each. This was our 3rd and 
final visit and we all knew this was the 
deciding round so we had to play 
better than we‘ve ever played before, if 
we were to win the league. 
 
Our 1st game was against Milton Park. 
We all acknowledged the fact that this 
was the most important game in the 
round as they are the only team that 
had beaten us before. However, we 
came into this match fairly confident 
and that payed off because we ended 
up playing brilliant football but 
unfortunately didn’t get the result that 
we deserved and drew 2-2. We were 
very disappointed with this result but 
we persevered and carried on fighting 
to keep the prized 1st place spot. 
 

Our next match against St Paul’s was 
an easier match and we won 6-0! 
Everyone cheered and clapped as we 
walked our way to glory.  
 
The following match was 3-1 victory 
against St John’s (who had also 
previously beaten us).  
Our winning streak continued as we 
beat the brilliant team from Medina 5-
1.  
In our fifth and final match, we played 
Cottage Grove. We ended the day on 
a high as we thrashed them 6-1! This 
meant that we had won the league by 
15 points (which is quite significant)! 
It was an incredible way to end the 
season.  
 
Thank you to Mrs Smith for taking us 
to the matches and to Mr Olive and Mr 
Chambers who coached us to victory! 

 
 

  Faith In Football 
On Tuesday 3rd December, the choir 
made their annual visit to The Victory 
Lounge at Fratton Park to sing for a 
group of homeless people from our 
local area, who were being given a 
Christmas lunch organised by Faith 
and Football. The school received a 
lovely email from the organisers after 
the event.  

https://southseacoastalscheme.org.uk/southsea-school-children-present-sea-defence-solutions/


 

They said “It was lovely to see so 
many of the people there really 
enjoying the singing and hearing their 
comments about how cute the children 
were! One man turned up late and as 
soon as he came in he said asked if 
he’d missed the choir. Unfortunately 
he had and he was very disappointed 
as that is what he had come for! 
Please do pass on our thanks to all the 
children, they are an absolute credit to 
the school and we are pleased to be 
able to work with you all!” 
 
 

The Choir visit Parliament  
On the 27th November, 5 members of 
the choir went to the Houses of 
Parliament for the day. 
We met at 7.15am and went by mini 
bus then coach to London. When we 
arrived we went straight to the Millicent 

Fawcett 
statue. This 
statue was 
unveiled 
earlier this 
year to mark 
100 years 
since the 
Suffragettes 
gained the 
vote for 
women. We 
had a 

practice of our songs with 25 children 
from other Portsmouth schools – 
‘Deeds not words’, ‘Hear our voice’ 
and ‘The Suffragettes’. We then went 
in to the Houses of Parliament. It took 
a long time to get through security, 
then we went on a tour which was very 
interesting. We had lunch in our MP, 
Stephen Morgan’s office. At 2.30 pm it 
was time to perform our songs outside 
in Parliament Square but unfortunately 
it was raining hard, so not many 
people came to hear us. It was a great 
day. “We had loads of fun and saw lots 
of MPs”.  
Thomas, Year 5 
 
 

 

Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Whole School 

 Annual Consent for Off Site 
Learning 

 Parental Consents 
 

Early Years – 

 Nativity Performance 

 Class Council 
 
Year 1/2 –  

 Nativity Performance 

 Key Steps Gym (Selected 
Pupils Only) 

 Class Council 
 
Year 3/4 – 

 Dance Festival Information 
(Dance Club Only) 

 Class Council 
 

http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/letters-break-down/


 

Year 5/6 –  

 Dance Festival Information 
(Dance Club Only) 

 Class Council 
 
All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 

 
 
INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 25th February 2019 

 Monday 22nd July 2019 

 Tuesday 23rd July 2019 

 Wednesday 4th September 2019 
 
Holiday care is available for the above 
dates plus: 

 2nd - 4th January 2019 

 18th - 22nd February 2019 

 8th - 18th April 2019 

 28th – 31st May 2019 

 24th July – 23rd August 2019 

 2nd – 3rd September 2019 
 

Please ask in the Office for booking forms. 


