
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

  Today, the Word of the Lord helps us to discern that over and above our human usages we have to place 

God's Commandments. In fact, as time goes by, it is easy for us to distort the evangelic advice and, willingly or 

not, replace the Commandments or engulf them in a punctilious meticulousness: «They eat anything when they 

come from the market without first washing themselves. And there are many other traditions they observe, for 

example, the ritual washing of cups, pots and plates...» (Mk 7:4). This is why plain people, with their typical 

common sense, paid little attention to the doctors of the Law or to the Pharisees, who were putting more 

emphasis on their human speculations than on God's Word. To the religious hypocrite Jesus applies Isaiah's 

prophetic complaint («You, shallow people! How well Isaiah prophesied of you when he wrote: ‘This people 

honours me with their lips, but their heart is far from me»: Mk 7:6). 

  When these last years, Saint John Paul II, in the name of the Church, expressed his sorrow for all the 

negative things that her children had done throughout history, he did it by saying that «we had separated from the 

Gospel». 

  Jesus tells us: «Nothing that enters one from outside can make that person unclean. It is what comes out 

from within that makes unclean» (Mk 7:15). What comes out of a man's heart, from a person's conscious 

seclusion, is what can make us bad. This malice is what harms Mankind and us specifically. Religiosity does not 

consist precisely in washing our hands (remember Pilate who delivers Jesus Christ to be crucified!), but in keeping 

our heart pure. 

  Speaking positively, this is what St. Therese of Lisieux tells us in her Biographic Manuscripts: «Considering 

the mystical Body of the Church (...) I understood that the Church has a heart and that this heart was burning with 

love». From a loving heart springs the well done deeds that help precisely those who really need help («For I was 

hungry and you gave me food...»: Mt 25:35). 

 

  The month of September is dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of Mary. Devotion to the sorrows 

of the Virgin Mary dates from the twelfth century, when it made its appearance in monastic circles 

under the influence of St. Anselm and St. Bernard. The Cistercians and then the Servites undertook to 

propagate it. It became widespread in the fourteenth and especially the fifteenth centuries, 

particularly in the Rhineland and Flanders, where Confraternities of the Sorrowful Mother sprang up. 

It was in this context that the first liturgical formularies in her honour were composed. A provincial 

council of Mainz in 1423 made use of these in establishing a "Feast of the Sorrows of Mary" in 

reparation for Hussite profanations of her images.  

  The Sorrows are: the prophecy of Simeon, the flight into Egypt, the loss of the Holy Child at 

Jerusalem for three days, meeting Jesus on his way to Calvary, standing at the foot of the Cross, 

Jesus being taken from the Cross, and the burial of Christ. 

 

 

2ND SEPTEMBER 2018 

 



  MESSAGE FROM BISHOP PHILIP to the Clergy and Faithful of the Diocese in light of the Report from 

the Pennsylvania Grand Jury   

  

  My dear People,  

   

  I am sure that, like me, you were horrified, ashamed and angry when you read the report from the 

Pennsylvania Grand Jury about the sexual abuse of children by members of the clergy there these last 70 years. It 

is, in the words of Cardinal DiNardo, a ‘moral catastrophe.’ So many clergy seem to have been involved, so many 

victims. Whilst these are historic allegations and today’s situation is different, even so this scandal soils the entire 

Church. It tests our faith. It can make us distrust the Church, especially its bishops and priests. We know as 

human beings we are all sinners and that the Church, which is the Body of Christ and the Temple of the Holy 

Spirit, is made up of sinful people like you and me. Yet we ask: How could this have happened? How could this 

have been allowed to happen? More, what should we do? What can we do?  

   The first thing we need to do, every Catholic, is to pray for the victims. We need to offer the Rosary for the 

healing of the victims and their memories. We need to pray too for the forgiveness of those who harmed them 

and for the Church leaders who mishandled cases or sought to cover up. Full of sorrow, we need to make 

reparation for all the damage done. Constructively, we also need to pray for vocations to all states of life and 

ministry in the Church today, but especially for good priests, for inspiring priests who will be happy, healthy and 

holy, who will witness to the Divine nature of their calling and create an environment that is safe and wholesome, 

a welcoming Church for all.   

   The causes of this crisis and the roots of child sexual abuse are complex. Here in England, the Independent 

Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse will soon report its findings. Part of the tragedy of all this is that so many faithful 

priests and people, pursuing holiness and serving with integrity, can feel tainted by these revelations. This is why I 

wish hereby to acknowledge, encourage and support the thousands of people in our Diocese of Portsmouth who 

genuinely strive to do good, to speak the truth and to espouse holiness. Our clergy, religious and faithful, our 

parishes and schools, are surely a great force for good. Yet we must always be humble, reliant not on self but on 

God. So let’s seek Him. Let us seek renewal. Let us seek holiness of life. Let us also ask the prayers of Mary, 

Mother of the Church. She must be full of sorrow at the damage these revelations do to the Body of Christ Her 

Son and to the evangelizing mission He gave us. May she pray earnestly for us now.   

 With my prayers and best wishes  

 In Corde Iesu,  

+Philip Bishop of Portsmouth 

  […] Above all, it is the youth who need your witness: young men and women look to us. In Africa, the future is in 
the hands of the young, who need to be protected from new and unscrupulous forms of “colonization” such as the pursuit 
of success, riches, and power at all costs, as well as fundamentalism and the distorted use of religion, in addition to new 
ideologies which destroy the identity of individuals and of families. The most effective way to overcome the temptation to 
give in to harmful lifestyles is by investing in education. Education will also help to overcome a widespread mentality of 
injustice and violence, as well as ethnic divisions. The greatest need is for a model of education which teaches the young 
to think critically and encourages growth in moral values (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 64). An important component in this 
educational process is the pastoral care of students: in Catholic or public schools there is a need to unite academic 
studies with the explicit proclamation of the Gospel (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 132-134). 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html#Some_cultural_challenges
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html#Culture,_thought_and_education


  The Baptismal Preparation Sessions start again after Summer Holiday: 
   1st Session - 13th September, Thursday from 6.45pm to 8.15pm in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd); 
   2nd Session - 4th October, Thursday from 6.45pm to 8.15pm in the Presbytery; 
  7th October - at 10.15am Sunday Mass in St Swithun's church - Introducing the children to 
the Community of the Church and the First Anointing with the Catechumens' Oil;  
  20th October (Saturday) at 11.15am - rehearsal meeting in St Swithun's church; 

21st October (Sunday) at 10.15am Mass - SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM. 
   Please, note that it is expected from the Parents & God - Parents to practice their faith, which also means 

to attend Sunday Mass regularly. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: Registration forms are still available in the sacristy or in St Swithun’s 
Primary School.  Please, collect, fill and bring back to Fr Marcin. We only accept applications for 

children born before 31-08-2011 who are already baptised Catholic and who live within our parish 
boundaries Southsea & Eastney areas. The closing date for registration will be our First Meeting which 

will be on 13th September 2018, from 5pm to 6.30pm - Preliminary session for ALL -  
We start at 5pm with the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Adoration followed by Benediction.   
At 5.30pm: a session. 

 

  15/09/2018 (Saturday) - formation 

meeting in the church hall (St Swithun) 

for the present Altar Servers will 

start at 11.15am (formation, fun & lunch) 

until 2.30pm; All children who are interested to become an altar server are very 

welcomed to join us there. 
 

  HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING s will start again on Tuesday on 
 11th September.   ALL are very welcome from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the Presbytery, 105 Waverley Road. 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

FROM MONDAY TO THURSDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25 am; 12:30 pm to 12:55 at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30 pm to 5.55 pm and by request 



SWITHUN’S CHURCH 
(105 Waverley Road,  Southsea) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

TWENTY SECOND 
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME  
 02-09-2018 

8.30 am 

 
10.15 am 

 
1.00 pm 

Deceased Members  
of Connolly Family 
Deceased members  
of Thompson Family 

Mass in Polish: Arthur Lea 
Loasby RIP  

Deuteronomy 4: 1-2,6-8; 
Psalm - 14; 

James 1: 17-18, 21b-22, 27; 
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23; 

MONDAY 
03-09-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Cecilia Lazarte RIP 
We pray the Rosary  

Feast of  
St Gregory The Great, 

Pope, Doctor of the Church 

Thessalonians 2: 2-8; 
Psalm – 95; 

Matthew 16: 13-19; 

TUESDAY 
 04-09-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Anthony Gracias RIP 
We pray the Rosary  
Robert Hancock Wilson RIP 

 
St Cuthbert, Bishop 

 
1 Corinthians  2: 10b-16; 

Psalm – 144; 
Luke 4: 31-37; 

WEDNESDAY 
 05-09-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

William Peter Querstret RIP 
We pray the Rosary 

of 22nd Week in Ordinary 
Time 

1 Corinthians  3: 1-9; 
Psalm - 32; 

Luke 4: 38-44; 

THURSDAY 
 06-09-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Cyril Brown RIP & Family 
We pray the Rosary 

of 22nd Week in Ordinary 
Time 

1 Corinthians  3: 18-23; 
Psalm - 23; 

Luke 5: 1-11; 

FRIDAY 
 07-09-2018 

FIRST FRIDAY OF THE 
MONTH 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
followed by Rosary prayer & 
devotions 

of 22nd Week in Ordinary 
Time 

1 Corinthians  4: 1-5;  
Psalm - 36; 

Luke 5: 33-39; 

SATURDAY 
 08-09-2018 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
followed by Rosary prayer & 
devotions 

 

 
Micah 5: 1-4a; 

 Psalm 12; 
Matthew 1: 1-16, 18-23; 

 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME  

 09-09-2018  

8.30 am 

 

10.15 am 

1.00 pm 

For All Parishioners 
+ Alexis Leon RIP 

Mass in Polish: No intention 
 

 

 
Isaiah 35: 4-7a; 

Psalm - 145; 
James 2: 1-5; 

Mark 7: 31-37; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

  This weekend, we collect all the gifts, food and toilets for our HOMELESS people, who our 
Parish minister for. Also THE SECOND COLLECTION is dedicated for this ministry today. Thank You 
for all your care and generosity. Please, leave your gifts and donations in the sacristy of the church.  

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  Piam Brown Ward, for all the children suffering and their poor families with them 

Aidan Molloy, David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, 

Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softely, Tony Denny, 

Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, 

Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo 

Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 2nd September: Carmen Lopez (teacher at St George Catholic 

College) and 11-year-old Imogen Mead (pupil of St John’s Cathedral Primary) and their families and friends.  Edward Doherty, Luigi Leoni, Rose Chittick, Gladys 
Collins, Robert Charman, Cecilia Ryan, Andrew Cumming, Kitty Abrams, Mary Hogan, Lydia Triccass, William Questret, Ludmilla Squibb, Rosina Nye, Anne La 

Santa, Mary Hoare, Thomas Dolan, Ramiro Lopez-Viano, Joseph Collins, Mick Fenton, Frederick Groom, Francis Tovey, Minnie Donnelly, Germaine Barnard, 

Reginald Allen, Richard Maloney, Josephine Ellingham, Jennifer Ann Zammit, Elizabeth Mary White,   Donato Mazzolini, Bernard Cashin, Kathleen 

'Driscoll, Aston Bolt, Jeanne 'Jan' Harwood, Frances Strong, Albert Edward Mason &  Alice Casey. May their rest in peace.  Amen 

THURSDAYS 12.00noon NO MASS UNTIL 4TH Oct NO MASS UNTIL 4TH Oct NO MASS UNTIL 4TH Oct 

 
Saturday 08-09-2018 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

 
No intention 

 

 

Joshua 24: 1-2, 15-17, 18b; 
Psalm - 33; 

Ephesians 5: 21-32; 
John 6: 60-69; 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.30am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305; e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: 
http://www.stswithuns.org.uk ; FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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