
  
   

  Today, the Gospel invites us to ponder on two irreconcilable enemies: Jesus and the evil spirit. The Gospel 

affirms: «The teachers of the Law who had come from Jerusalem said, ‘He is possessed by Beelzebub…’» (Mk 

3:22). This verse helps us to understand the concerns of the family members of Jesus who came to take him back 

home. In fact, as we can notice it, Jesus is not accused because he broke the Law, or the Jewish customs, or the 

Sabbath. It is not a blasphemy either. He is accused of being possessed by the chief of demons. And we may 

realize that this is one of the first accusations directed to Jesus about something different from breaking a Jewish 

Law.  

 

  But the interesting fact is the answer Jesus gave them: «How can Satan drive out Satan? If a nation is divided 

by civil war, that nation cannot stand (...). No one can break into the house of the Strong one in order to plunder 

his goods, unless he first ties up the Strong one...» (Mk 3:23-24.27). This shows that Jesus completely repudiates 

the idea that he is working for Satan. For this reason, he begins to speak in parable about the house of the strong 

man. In a way or another, this parable seems to relate directly to the mission of Jesus. And this mission reveals the 

Kingdom of God by binding the strong man, Satan, through the work done by Jesus.  

 

  In fact, the casting out of evil spirits by Jesus tells us that He is stronger than Satan. Pope Francis in a 

general audience affirmed: «It is enough to open newspaper and we see that around us there is the presence of 

evil, the Devil is at work. But I would like to say in a loud voice ‘God is stronger’. Do you believe this, that God is 

stronger?». 

   

Cydel  David 

Abigail David 

Katie Anne Dommersen 

Jerika Espiritu 

Thea Elizabeth Johnson 

Bethryn Keysell-Fitzpatrick 

Ainhoa Sanjurjo Lenti 
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  Rosary on the Coast of the British Isles Report 

  "Blow the trumpet; gather the people; assemble the 

aged; gather the children; Let them say:  Spare your people O 

Lord."  (Joel 2) 

   Dear Rosary on the Coast participants,  

  Sunday 29 April was a great grace for our Church and 

Nations as Catholics turned out in force to pray the Rosary on 

the Coast for Faith, Life and Peace in the British Isles. Rosary 

on the Coast was a sign of hope for the spiritual renewal of 

our Isles and for supernatural solutions for the difficulties we 

face personally, in our families, as a Church, as the British 

Isles and globally as nations.  

  We were caught up in something greater than ourselves 

as instruments in the hands of our Blessed Mother. It was 

exciting to know we were part of a mighty "assault of prayer".  

We trust that, in God’s time, His powerful intervention will 

manifest itself in the people of our Isles, our Church and 

Goverments.  

  Bishop John Keenan said: We gather here … conscious 

that we are united with tens of thousands of our fellow 

Catholics and friends in Christ, spread across 400 locations in 

every corner of our lands and in the far-off Islands. … We 

have gathered together sensing an inspiration from Our Lady 

herself, who reminds us that ‘more is obtained with one day of 

intense prayer that with years of continuous discussions’. 

https://youtu.be/3lKiOeZ1biY (Bishop Keenan) and (Mgr. 

Armitage and Bishop Keenan) 

https://www.facebook.com/LaurenAshburnEWTN/videos/154

52878255941 05/?t=10   

  We had locations from Lerwick in the far Isles of 

Scotland to Land’s End, Jersey and Guernsey in the Channel 

Islands as well as locations around the Coasts of Scotland, 

England, Wales and all the Isles around. It was incredible to 

view the final Map of Locations! The British Isles was 

encircled by the Rosary, the Angelic Salutation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary.  

  Beautiful footage both photographic and video showed 

the witness of men, women and children of all ages, 

backgrounds and nationalities, who turned out to pray in spite 

of the terrible weather conditions in England and Wales.  

Scotland was all blessed with glorious sunshine! We had 400 

confirmed locations with others not declared and individuals 

and families praying wherever they happened to be.   

  A reasonable estimate from reports through email, web 

and social media suggests 45,000 took part, joined in prayer 

by peoples across the world, especially from Ireland, Poland, 

the USA and Australia. 

  All the Bishops supported the event while seventeen 

attended events as the rest joined in prayer. It was a great 

grace to have this and much appreciated. The Apostolic 

Blessing from Pope Francis through the Apostolic Nuncio 

Archbishop Edward Adams was a crowning glory.  

  Rosary on the Coast touched something deep in the 

hearts of the faithful around the world.  Lebanon and the USA 

have announced their Rosary on the Coast will take place on 7 

October. Poland, Ireland and Australia have already hosted 

theirs. Canada is pondering a date and so are other Nations.  

  https://youtu.be/jrH1sZB0VTQ - Sancta Familia Media 

summary video. We had an episcopal leader in Bishop John 

Keenan of Paisley Diocese in Scotland. We also thank EWTN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GB based in Walsingham and also EWTN Global, as well 

as Vatican Radio, who helped highlight Rosary on the 

Coast to a global audience.  The Knights of St. Columba 

were a fantastic strength of support and organization at 

many locations. 

  We thank the Catholic Faithful, other Christians and 

people of goodwill who came out in force. They prepared 

their local venues for Rosary on the Coast with creativity, 

apostolic zeal and prayerfulness, aware of how the times 

we live in demand a great supernatural response in prayer, 

penance, fasting and sacrifice in order to face the 

challenges the world throws at us as individuals, families, 

as a Church, as communities and as nations.   

  Everyone bloomed where they were planted! Inland 

Parishes made contact with coastal parishes, people made 

new friends from other parishes. We connected as 

Catholics.  Long may these friendships and spiritual 

support continue!  

  A lady sent in this beautiful prophecy: "As we 

started the Rosary, I sensed thousands of golden arrows, 

rather like long spears but with flattened shafts and arrow 

heads, forming a fence around the British Isles; a fence 

that reached up to the gates of Heaven from where Our 

Lady was looking down at us, spreading her mantle down 

to meet the arrow fence.  Her mantle was silver-grey and 

was, in fact, formed by descending ranks of angels - so the 

cover went from Earth to Heaven and back forming a sort 

of tent. I had the further sense that, behind Our Lady, God 

the Father was looking down, smiling on us, but He was 

also saying: "Do not let this be the end, but the beginning.  

Go home and continue (this work) by becoming true 

witnesses to my Son and what He has done for the world." 

… "The kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Repent and 

believe in the Gospel!" 

So what next?  

  1. We are asking for feedback as to what the Holy 

Spirit is saying to the Church at this time. Please email 

brief thoughts (100 words) to Antonia at 

admin@rosaryonthecoast.co.uk who will collate them. It 

would help if you state your Parish and Diocese. 

  2. Initial feedback indicates that many want 

something like Rosary on the Coast again!  Perhaps 

Parishes might arrange this locally as Rosary around the 

Parish.  All it takes is a local leader! Think about it! 

          3. Penance and Reparation are key to our follow up 

on Sunday October 7th 2018 when we will join with the 

rest of the world in British Isles under the Cross, a time 

 



for Repentance & Reparation? Listen to Frances Hogan, 

Scripture scholar’s A Path to Healing a Nation, an hour long, 

but every sentence a jewel. https://youtu.be/xqm1rWBzTL8 

          4. Finally there is the International dimension and a 

global call to unite in spiritual warfare prayer on Sunday 7 

October, the Feast of the Most Holy Rosary.  The USA and 

Lebanon have declared this date for their National Rosary 

Coast to Coast with spiritual preparation beginning on 15th  

August, the Feast of the Assumption.  

  5. The Irish Rosary on the Coast Team is preparing its 

response following the catastrophic referendum result in 

which around two thirds of the Irish population voted in 

favour of abortion. What might we do in the British Isles to 

become part of this?  

    

6. On 22 September in Westminster Cathedral, 9.30am-

4.30pm there is a Divine Mercy Day of Prayer invoking 

the intercession of Our Lady of Walsingham with Mass at 

10.30 am.  Bishop John Keenan is the keynote speaker. 

Save the date! This Day of Prayer will have a Life theme 

with an intense time of Reparation.  

  St. Catherine of Siena once said: Be who you were 

created to be and you will set the world on fire! We are 

full of gratitude to God and Our Lady of the Rosary and 

we await in hope the great revival of Faith, Life and Peace 

in these Isles. Ave Maria!  

   

Bishop John Keenan, Antonia Moffat, John Mallon, 

Brian Timmons and Anne Collins  

   
  ‘HEAR GOD’S VOICE’- THIS TUESDAY EVENING From 7.40 PM to 9.00 PM 
 in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd) a special form of the Scripture Meeting. You will not hear it 
in the homilies. Everyone is welcome!!! - no register, no checking the list. 

  The next Church Newsletter(s) that the ‘Next Ascent meeting will be held in the Church Hall on 
Monday the 25th of June from 2-15pm and the guest speakers will be Parishioners Brian and Linda 
Mccreesh who will talk on “Catholic Cruising with GK Chesterton”. All welcome.’ 

Part-time Business Support Assistant (Admissions) for September 2018: 

  The governors are seeking to appoint a Business Support Assistant for September 2018, with specific responsibility 

for admissions to join our hardworking, committed and enthusiastic team. The successful candidate will also provide a 

range of services to support the members of the Business Support Team. This role will require the successful candidate to 

liaise with prospective parents, primary schools, the diocese, governors, teachers and support staff. The successful 

candidate will ideally have knowledge of school admissions processes and experience of working within the academy 

school environment. 

 

Pastoral Support Worker (for September 2018): 

  The governors are seeking to appoint a Pastoral Support Worker to join our hardworking, committed and 

enthusiastic team. This position is a pivotal part of the delivery and support of the curriculum to enable the high standard 

of teaching and learning in the School and Sixth Form College. The successful candidate will be responsible for the 

provision of pastoral and welfare support for students. This role will require the successful candidate to liaise with Heads 

of Year, Head / Deputies / SLT and SENCo, teaching staff and relevant non-teaching support staff, LA representatives, 

external agencies and parents to encourage acceptable standards of attendance, punctuality and behaviour in all aspects of 

school life.  

  The successful candidate will assist in keeping parents informed of students’ welfare and respond as necessary to 

parent concerns. For an Information Pack and Application details please see our website: 

http://www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=39 

Closing Date: Friday 22nd June 2018 --- Proposed Interviews:  week commencing 2nd July 2018 

 Why not visit Gosport to experience NightFever this month? 

  The next Night Fever event at St Mary’s Gosport will be held on 

Saturday 16th June starting at 7.30pm following 6pm Mass. 

  NightFever is a very special evening we are not only able to 

follow Christ’s call to “Reach out to others,” by inviting passers-by 

to come and light a candle and to pray in front of the Blessed 

Sacrament, but we too have the opportunity to spend time with 

Jesus in a beautiful atmosphere.   

  Why not be part of the evening for as little or as long as you wish, all are very welcome. Please 

do go along, taste and see. 

  If anyone would like further information, please contact Mike Slater on 02392 554537 or contact 

the Parish Office 02392 580119 and please keep NightFever in your prayers. 

 

https://youtu.be/xqm1rWBzTL8
http://www.oaklandscatholicschool.org/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=39


SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

TENTH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME  

 10-06-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15 am 
2.00 pm  

For Parishioners  
+ Alec Gordon Gaylard RIP 
Mass in Polish: + Helen 
Patricia Small RIP 

 

Genesis  3: 9-15; 
Psalm - 129; 

2 Corinthians 4: 13 - 5: 1; 
Mark 3: 20-35; 

MONDAY 
11-06-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
11.00 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

Requiem Mass of + John 
David Simms RIP 
We pray the Rosary 

 

St Barnabas, Apostle  
 
 

Acts 11: 21b-26; 13: 1-3; 
Psalm 97; 

Matthew 10: 7-13; 

 
TUESDAY 
 12-06-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

St. Bart's choir Ken Hopkins 

We pray the Rosary  
+ Ken Owen RIP 

 
10TH Week in Ordinary Time 

 

 
1 Kings 17: 7-16; 

Psalm - 4; 
Matthew 5: 13-16; 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 13-06-2018 
 

 
9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

 
 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Canon Brian Scantlebury RIP 
 

We pray the Rosary 

 

 
1 Kings 18: 20-39; 

Psalm 15; 
Matthew 5: 17-19; 

THURSDAY 
 14-07-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
+ Peter Nguyen RIP 

We pray the Rosary 

 
10TH Week in Ordinary Time 

 

1 Kings 18: 41-46; 
Psalm - 64; 

Matthew 5: 20-26; 

 
FRIDAY 

 15-08-2018 
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Fr Marcin’s 19th anniversary 
of ordination (from Aileen) 
We pray the Rosary  
Thanksgiving intention followed 

by Adoration & Divine Mercy 
Chaplet sung 

 
 
 

10TH Week in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-16; 
 Psalm - 26; 

Matthew 5: 27-32; 

SATURDAY 
 16-06-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Theresa Blockley RIP 
 

We pray the Rosary 

 
St Richard of Chichester, 

Bishop 

 
1 Kings 19: 19-21; 

 Psalm - 15; 
Matthew 5: 33-37; 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME  

 17-06-2018  

8.30 am 
10.15 am 
1.00 pm 

 For Parishioners  
For Laura’s + Grandpa RIP  

Mass in Polish: Maximilian 
on his 1st Birthday anniv. 

 

 
Ezekiel  17: 22-24; 

Psalm - 91; 
2 Corinthians 4: 26-34; 

Mark 4: 26-34; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

   

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total 
amount was: £1474.62 (50,6 % Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much 
appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of the Parish possible. Thank 
all of You who make our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive!!! THANK 
YOU. Next weekend The Second Collection for Day for Life. 
 

  THANK YOU to everyone who helped or donated during Christian Aid week. 
Our parish raised £483.31 to help those most in need around the world. And THANK YOU Anne Worden for 
care of this such merciful deed in our Parish. 
 

  THANK YOU to ALL THE EXTRA-ORDINARY MINISTERS OF THE HOLY 
COMMUNION & READERS for your presence at our annual Formation Meeting and very 
fruitful discussion. 

THURSDAY 
14-05-2018 

 
12.00 noon 

Fr Marcin’s 19th anniversary of 
ordination (from Aileen) 

 
10TH Week in Ordinary Time 

 

1 Kings 18: 41-46; 
Psalm - 64; 

Matthew 5: 20-26; 

Saturday 16-06-2018 
VIGIL MASS of 

SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

 
Thanksgiving intention 

(from Rosemary) 

 

Ezekiel  17: 22-24; 
Psalm - 91; 

2 Corinthians 4: 26-34; 
Mark 4: 26-34; 

 



 

  ALTAR SERVER’S formation meeting 
on 16th June in St Swithun’s church; 
11.15am - practice of the liturgy; 
12.00noon - Angelus Prayer and formation; 
12.30pm - fun time; 
1.30pm - lunch time. 
  All those, who are interested to join 
those serving God and the people during 
the Liturgies of the Church are also very 
welcome. 

 
 
 

OUR Parish Cinema shows another 

beautiful & challenging movie:  
on Friday 15TH June 2018 at 8.10pm (145 min.) - in St Swithun’s 

church hall, as always with Coffee & tea served -  

‘PaUl THe aPoSTle’ (2010) 
This film adaptation of the life of Paul is a powerful and moving drama, bringing the 

story of Paul to life in a way never before realized. Paul is a well-known character in the 

New Testament and is one of the most influential people in bringing about the early 

church. Working alongside the disciples, Silas, and Barnabas, Paul helped to form what 

we know as the early church. Paul's life is a unique and incredible example to follow as a 

true believer who was willing to give everything in order to preach the gospel. This is a 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

FROM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25 am; 12:30 pm to 12:55 at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30 pm to 5.55 pm 

and by request  

 

 

 

 
But He said to them in reply, “Who are my mother and 
brothers? ... Here are my mother and my brothers. Whoever 
does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” 



terrific film to better explain the character of Paul and will be a welcome addition to your collection if you have 

other biblical dramas on your shelf. 

Catholic Evangelization Seminar 
given by Albert Galea, National Coordinator of ChristLife Ireland and Board Member of The Irish 

Network for Evangelization 

Sunday, 15th July, 2:30PM – 5PM 
St. Swithun’s Church Hall, 105 Waverley Rd, Portsmouth, Southsea PO5 2PL 

Refreshments will be provided between sessions 
 

Topics: THE MEANING OF EVANGELIZATION IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Find out how evangelization is indeed Catholic, wider and richer than Evangelism; how the Good 
News and the Holy Spirit are at the foundational cornerstone for effective faith formation 
development; and understand better the relationship between Evangelization and Catechesis. 

 
CHRISTLIFE - A PRACTICAL CATHOLIC EVANGELIZING PROCESS 
Putting it into practice: learn how Christlife responds to the Church's need 
for forming and training Catholics to become Missionary Disciples. 
 
  About the Speaker: Albert has over 30 years experience in Parish 
Renewal, Faith Formation and Leadership in various parish settings in 
Malta, Ireland and some European Countries. In Malta he started two Parish 
Schools of Evangelization and Discipleship and later served as the Director 
of the School of Evangelization in Knock, Ireland for 3 years.  Albert lives in 
Ireland where he is now a full-time missionary within the Church, serving as 
a Board member of TINE - The Irish Network for Evangelization, the 
National Coordinator of ChristLife in Ireland, and as the Director of 
Evangelization 2033/Europe. He has a Master's Degree from the Faculty of 

Theology at the University of Malta.  He is married and has 5 adult children and 6 grandchildren. 

   
 BEACON PROJECT - The next meeting is on 4th June 7:30PM in St Swithun's Hall for 
praise and worship and a time of prayer for our upcoming Discovering Christ pilot.  

If you haven't signed up yet for the Discovering Christ pilot starting in April, please send an 
email to: coreteam@beaconprojectportsmouth.org.uk to register.   

  Please feel free to pass this information on to anyone you would like to invite. Here are 
the dates: 

9: Our Need for the Church - 11th June, 7-9:30PM 

  Bereavement Support Workshop – Sat 7th July.  You are warmly invited to a workshop that 

will look at the process of a parish helping people going through dying and bereavement.   Our main 

speaker will be Kathryn Turner, head of the Department for Spirituality in the Diocese of Hexham and 

Newcastle.   There will also be a few speakers from parishes in our diocese.   Please come if you are at 

all interested in learning more, even if you or your parish aren’t currently doing any work in this area.  

 It will be held at Milner Hall, next to the Winchester parish centre, between 10am - 12.30pm.  Please 

book a free place by contacting Philippa Foster, the Leader of the Pastoral Care Services team in the 

diocese, on pfoster@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   If you cannot come but would be interested in 

registering your interest in this important pastoral care work, please email Philippa too, who is looking 

to help parishioners and parishes develop bereavement support. 

  A NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: is taking place from 7-9 September 2018 in 

Liverpool. There are still tickets available to be part of this national event in honour of the Blessed 

Sacrament. The cost of the tickets for Friday or Saturday is £40. The Friday and Saturday sessions  

mailto:coreteam@beaconprojectportsmouth.org.uk


include inspiring talks including by Bishop Robert Barron, of the Catholicism video series, and  

Cardinal Vincent Nichols. To attend: congress@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

London Has a New Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament:“May this Shrine to the Most Blessed Sacrament ... 

enrich the life of faith in our time and bring to many the joy and consolation of the Lord's presence.” 
  On the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, June 3, His Eminence 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols inaugurated the Diocesan Shrine of the 

Blessed Sacrament at the newly restored Corpus Christi Church, 

Maiden Lane, during a Pontifical Mass. 

  Cardinal Nichols said: “It is my privilege to be here today to 

declare this newly and beautifully renovated church to be our 

Diocesan Shrine of the Blessed Sacrament.” 

  Remarking on the beauty of the renovated church, the cardinal 

explained that “it is surely right that we lavish all that is best of our 

skill and endeavour, for one reason only: in order to express our love 

for the Lord. The extravagant beauty of this shrine is an outpouring 

of that love. In ways beyond words, that beauty will call people into 

this sanctuary, into this glimpse of heaven, and speak to their hearts 

with its message of eternal comfort and calm, in a world so often lacking in both.” 

  Recalling that his predecessor Cardinal Manning, who, on visiting the newly-opened church in 1874, 

proclaimed it to be a “sanctuary to be specifically devoted to the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,” he added: 

“Here, he knew, disciples of the Lord could come to meet him, in that most simple and direct manner: being before 

him in the Blessed Sacrament in an intimacy of gaze and heart that both refreshes the soul and stirs it into action.” 

  “The Blessed Sacrament is the source of our mission,” Cardinal Nichols affirmed. “From this holy shrine, we 

are sent out. We are not to linger too long in its embrace, but rather, strengthened here, we leave in order to fulfil our 

share in this great gift. This was the hope of Cardinal Manning, too.” 

  After Holy Mass, the Cardinal led the Blessed Sacrament Procession around Covent Garden in an act of 

witness accompanied by the faithful, with visitors and tourists looking on. The Mass was the climax of a weeklong 

celebration of solemn ceremonies for the re-opening of the church following five years’ renovation and restoration 

work. 

  Corpus Christi Church is situated between the Covent Garden Market and the Strand. The church stands on 

Maiden Lane; this was originally a path running along the southern edge of the “Covent Garden”: that is, the 

Convent Garden, belonging to the Benedictine monks of Westminster Abbey. 

  In the past, Maiden Lane attracted many notable residents: Louis Napoleon, Benjamin Disraeli and Voltaire to 

name but a few. The artist J.M.W. Turner was born on the street. Woven into the history of the area is another story, 

however. This is one of a continuous Catholic presence in and around Covent Garden. St. Philip Howard, the Earl of 

Arundel; the Jesuit missioner St. Robert Southwell; Venerable Mary Ward, foundress of the Sisters of Loreto; 

St. Claude de la Colombière (who introduced devotion to the Sacred Heart to England); Charles I’s architect Inigo 

Jones; the poet John Dryden; and the composer of “Rule Britannia” Thomas Arne – all were Catholics with a local 

connection. Alongside these were many ordinary Catholics working in Covent Garden and living in nearby Drury 

Lane or the slums of St. Giles’, Holborn and Saffron Hill.  

  Before Catholic worship was made legal in 1791, Holy Mass was celebrated for the fashionable and wealthy 

in the chapels of foreign embassies, Sardinian, Bavarian, Spanish, Venetian: and for the poor, in taverns and private 

homes. Twenty years after Catholic Emancipation in 1829, the future Cardinal Newman sent Fr. Faber to found the 

London Oratory in nearby King William Street, Charing Cross. Faber bought what had been a dance hall and 

converted it into a church. In 1854, however, the Oratorians left for the Brompton Road in West London. In 1872, 

Archbishop Manning sent Fr. Cornelius Keens to lease a piece of land in the area from the Bedford Estates, with the 

intention of building a new church upon it. 

  The foundation stone of today’s Corpus Christi Church was laid on Aug. 5, 1873. It would be the first church 

in England since the Reformation to be given the dedication of Corpus Christi, and Fr. Keens appealed widely for 

contributions toward the £8,000 cost, calling it an act of reparation “for the sacrileges committed at that sad time 

against the Divine Sacrament.”  

  The church finally opened on Oct. 20, 1874. In his sermon to mark the occasion, Cardinal Manning said: “A 

sanctuary has been opened to be specifically devoted to the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.” This choice of 

dedication was deliberately intended to be a re-affirmation of the teaching of the Church on the Real Presence of 

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. 

  Fr. Francis Stanfield was parish priest at Corpus Christi in the early 1880s. He wrote two famous hymns that 

are well-known throughout the Catholic Church: Sweet Sacrament Divineand O Sacred Heart. 

  From the official opening in 1874 it took another 82 years before the original debt was paid off and, as a 

result, the church was consecrated on Oct. 18, 1956. Now 60 years later, Corpus Christi, Maiden Lane, has once 

 



more been fashioned anew. In concluding his sermon, Cardinal Nichols said: “May this Shrine to the Most Blessed 

Sacrament, not least through its Sodality, enrich the life of faith in our time and bring to many the joy and 

consolation of the Lord's presence.” 

CONRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST 
COMMUNION CHILDREN 

   
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: David Shields, Bob 

Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, 

Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, 

Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie 

Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, 

Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline 

Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne 

Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. 

    

          And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 10TH June: Patrica 

Hopkins RIP, John David Simms, Alice Mullins, Kenneth Mack, Joseph Nolan, 

William Cunningham, Margaret Peggy Waterman, Nora Margerie Vivien, Amy 

Gilligan, Wladyslaw Bijos, Edgar Green, Elizabeth Beach, Evelyn Mary O'Brien, 

Joseph Henry Grover, Elizabeth Molloy, Frances Mary Dehe, Veronica Mary 

Norris, Canon Brian Scantlebury, John Magrane, John Boden, Susan Caulfield, 

Peter Hostler, Patrick Vincent Vallely, Norman Jackson, Alice Hickey, Emiliy Main, 

Alice Coote, Margaret Ward, Richard Googan, Elizabeth James, Theresa Blockley, 

Kathleen Ursula Simpson, Margaret Christine Geary, Olwynne Cora Clarke, 

Philomena Weeks, Eugeniusz Tluszcz, Philippus Balzan, Joseph Hacker, Frances 

Howard, Thomas Sinnott, George Cole, Stanislaw Prus, George Duncan & Eva O'Connor. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
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