
 

  Today, we celebrate the last Sunday before the solemnities of the Ascension and the Pentecost that close 
the Easter celebrations. If all through these Sundays the resurrected Jesus has appeared before us as the Good 
Shepherd and as the vine which we have to be a part of, as its branches are, today his Heart is open wide for us. 
  Certainly, in his Heart we can only find love. What constitutes God's deepest mystery is that He is Love. 
Whatever He has done from his Creation to his redemption through Christ is because of love. Whatever He is 
expecting from us in response to his actions is just love. This is why his words resound today: «Remain in my 
love» (Jn 15:9). Love requests reciprocity, it is like having a dialogue that makes us reciprocate with a growing 
love to his first love. 
  A fruit of love is joy: «I have told you all this, that my own joy may be in you and your joy may be complete» 
(Jn 15:11). If our life does not reflect the joy of believing, if we are overwhelmed by our own frustrations and do not 
realize the Lord is also next to us, consoling us, it is because we do not know Jesus sufficiently well. 
  God always keeps the initiative. He expressly says so when He affirms «it was I who chose you» (Jn 15:16). 
We may feel tempted to think it is us who have chosen him, but we have done nothing but answering his call. He 
has freely chosen us to be his friends: «I shall not call you servants (…). Instead I have called you friends» (Jn 
15:15).  
  In the beginning, God spoke to Adam as a friend speaks to his friend. Christ, the new Adam, has recovered 
for us not only the previous friendship, but also our intimacy with God, inasmuch as God is Love. 
  It can all be summarized by saying just this word: “Love”. St. Augustine reminds us so: «The good Master 
recommends us quite often that charity is the only possible commandment. Without charity all the other good 
qualities mean nothing. Charity, in fact, leads man necessarily to all the other virtues that make him good». 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends,  

        TODAY - After your long request we come back to talk 

about the particular truth, mysteries of our faith. And this is 

the best time to come back to the second one, that GOD is 

THE JUST JUDGE, who will reward for goodness and punish 

for an evil done - So, WHAT DOES it MEAN, that our BODY 

will be risen for eternity.  

           There will be another meeting with God, the 
Judge at the end of the world's history, when God will 
reward all our good deeds and punish bad deeds, 
showing their social dimension. However, before the 
universal court will take place, the resurrection of the 
body will take place. 
            Today I would like to come back to another 
thought about our truths of faith, mysteries of faith 
given to us in God's revelation. Let us now look at the 
issue of just reward and just punishment in relation 
to the resurrected body. At the same time, I would like 
to emphasize that I will speak more about the mystery 
of our bodies when I will try to explain the fifth truth 
of our faith - that the human soul is immortal. 
            Man is built of body and spirit. We are not only 
spiritual beings; we are composed of body and spirit 
and therefore all our actions have a complex character. 
Body and spirit always take part in them. Both eternal 
reward and eternal punishment include also body and 
spirit. There is little data in God’s Revelation that 
would allow us to speak about the condition of our 
body after its resurrection. It will be a completely new 
dimension of the body, and a new dimension of life. In 
the Gospel there are only two scenes showing the 
mystery of the eternal life of our bodies. One of them 
is the transformation of Jesus at Mount Tabor. A scene 
in which, in front of the three Apostles, Christ reveals 
the beauty of the human body in the state of affairs and 
culture. It is so beautiful that Peter is ready to build 
temples for him. He is charmed by His beauty. Tabor’s 
transfiguration shows the peak to which God leads a 
man, that is, he shows such a transformation, such a 
refinement of the human body that it becomes 
DIVINE.  
            More data can be found in the descriptions of 
meeting people with Christ Resurrected. It is known 
that he has the same body that was crucified and that 
there are traces of nail wounds on this body. It is 
known that Christ eats a meal after his Resurrection. 
Wanting to convince the Apostles that he has an 
authentic body, he asked for something to eat and then 
He was given a fish. Jesus calls the Apostles to say that 
He is not a ghost because He has flesh and bones. One 
can give his hand to the resurrected Christ. But at the 
same time, the laws governed by His body go beyond 
the laws of worldliness. For example, Jesus appears and 
disappears, goes through a closed door. His body is 
already a glorified body.  
            What about this body, we can still say in the 
light of God’s Revelation? The reward for the 
redeemed body is unique beauty. The body will be so 
beautiful that it will not need clothing. The human 
body can delight with its beauty. Let's say openly that  

   

 

 

 

 

 

many people will only be satisfied for the first time after 

the resurrection. If their body is affected today by some 

disability, if it is destroyed by disease or old age, then it is 

difficult to expect people to be proud of it. A man can be 

proud of his body when he is young, when he is full of 

strength, when he can show himself in full strength, 

when he can show himself publicly in sports 

competitions, such as a marathon. But in reality it is only 

a very short section of human life. In addition, a relatively 

small percentage of people have such beautiful bodies 

that they can boast about them. 

            Well, after the resurrection, as a reward for doing 

good here on earth, our body will become such a great 

masterpiece of God that all intelligent beings will be 

amazed. Every man is a unique God's masterpiece, and it 

is in the eternal beauty of the body that the reward for 

doing good will be revealed, for faithfulness to God on 

earth.  

            In what body will we be resurrected? The answer 

is one. Because the resurrection is the last act of Christ's 

action that repairs the effects of sin, we will get the body 

God has planned for us, if we would not commit sin. So 

in Heaven there will not be a small child, there will be no 

bodies of the fetus, no body of decrepit old men. Heaven 

is only for mature people. We will get a body that God 

has planned for us for ages. Resurrection is the last act of 

repairing the effects of sin, and old age, disability and all 

other diseases which are just the result of the sin 

committed. The effects of sin will be removed from the 

resurrected body. For today's man who is sensitive to 

beauty, reflection on the prospect of receiving a beautiful, 

perfect body from God is worthy of attention. This is 

what God calls us to. It will also be a body that does not 

suffer and without being subjected to any pain. It will be 

an immortal body, for ever beautiful, forever worshiping 

God. 

 



            We can hardly say anything about the 
resurrected body of a condemned man. The data from 
God's Revelation is extremely modest about this. It is 
known that this body will be ugly, because of all the 
consequences of sin, and thus the effects of bad deeds, 
committed in the body, they will be fixed in it. It would 
be ugly in comparison with the glorified body even if it 
remains as it is on earth. The body of the most 
beautiful man on earth or the body of the most 
beautiful woman in the world would be ugly in 
comparison with the glorified body of the resurrected. 
A man who is condemned will be ashamed of himself 
and others. Christ speaks words already written by the 
prophets in the Old Testament, that they will be 
condemned to cry: 'mountains, hills, fall on us, cover 
us' (Hosea 10, 8). 
            This is just a handful of messages that concern 
the body of the condemned. This body will be subject 
to suffering. It will be immortal, but it will still be 
suffering. In this difference between the glorified body, 
which will be the reward and the body of the 
condemned man, justice is expressed. The same man, 
through his deeds done here on earth, by using his 
body to do good, to enrich others or to commit sin, 
determines his eternal destiny. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           All mystics who have received the grace of 

watching the glorified and condemned body say that if a 

man saw this, he would never commit a sin again. 

Everyone would like to participate in this beauty and 

richness that God has predestined for the saved. 

 

With love and prayers and asking for yours, Fr. Marcin 

   

  Mothers love details of affection from her 

children. During this month of May, let us make 

our Mother Mary happy and feel loved by us 

offering her little things - each one according 

to his/her own imagination and initiative- 

during the day, our spiritual “flowers” which 

Our Lady would surely appreciate.  

` Remember what St. Maximillian 

Kolbe once wrote: 
“Never be afraid of loving the Blessed 

Virgin too much. 
You can never love her more than Jesus 

did.” 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

FROM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25 am; 12:30 pm to 12:55 at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30 pm to 5.55 pm 

and by request 

 

 

 



SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

 
SIXTH SUNDAY 

 OF EASTER  
 06-05-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15 am 

 
1.00 pm 

+ Joseph Aloysius Talt RIP 
Sr Martin Walsh - Diamond 
Jubilee 
Mass in Polish: For Brian on 
his 10th Aninersary of birth. 

 

Acts10:25-26,34-35,44-48 
Psalm - 97; 

1 John 4: 7-10; 
John 15: 9-17; 

 
MONDAY 
 07-05-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

For Priests & Religious  

We pray the Rosary 

 
of the 6TH Week of Easter 
 

Acts 16: 11-15; 
Psalm 149; 

John 15: 26-16: 4a; 

 
TUESDAY 
 08-05-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Michael Anglin RIP 

We pray the Rosary  
For Dec. of Carty & Vatolik 

 
of the 6TH Week of Easter 

 

 
Acts 16: 22-34; 
Psalm - 137; 
John 16: 5-11; 

WEDNESDAY 
 09-05-2018 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Federick Robinson RIP 
 

We pray the Rosary 

of the 6TH Week of Easter 
 

Acts 17: 15, 22-18:1; 
Psalm 148; 

John 16: 12-15; 

VIGIL of the DAY of 
OBLIGATION 

 

7.00pm 
 

For Ireneusz, thanksgiving 

 

MASS in POLISH 
 

 
THURSDAY 
 10-05-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 

 

11.00 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
Dec. of Miss HE Simmond’s 
Family RIP 

We pray the Rosary 
 

Acts 1: 1-11; 
Psalm - 46; 

Ephesians 1: 17-23 
Mark 16: 15-20; 

 
FRIDAY 

 11-05-2018 
 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Clare de Hamel & Parents  
 

We pray the Rosary 

For the Holy Souls followed by 

1ST Day of Novena before Pentecost 

 
 

of the 6TH Week of Easter 
 

 
 

Acts 18: 9-18; 
 Psalm - 46; 

John 16: 20-23; 

SATURDAY 
 12-05-2018 

 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For Carty’s Family 
 

We pray the Rosary 

of the 6TH Week of Easter 
Ss Nereus & Achilleus, 

Martyrs 

Acts 18: 23-28; 
 Psalm - 46; 

John 16: 23b-28; 

 
SEVENTH SUNDAY 

 OF EASTER  
 13-06-2018  

 
8.30 am 
10.15 am 
1.00 pm 

 
+Kathleen May Lee Scott RIP 
For Sr Ann Luke’s health 
Mass in Polish: 

+ Dolores RIP 

 

 
Acts 1: 15-17, 20a, 20c-26; 

Psalm -102; 
1 John 4:11-16; 

John 17: 11b-19; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

 
  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The 
total amount was: £1292.28 (55% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity 
is much appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of the Parish 

possible. Thank all of You who make our church, our Parish so 
beautiful and alive!!! THANK YOU 
 
NEXT SUNDAY - OBLIGATORY SECOND COLLECTION for 
Catholic Communications Network - The Catholic Church 

celebrates World Communications Day on 13 May 2018. It's a day when we pray for those who work in 
the media and have a second collection after Mass to support the Church's important work in this area. 
Pope Francis, in his message for communications day, focuses on 'Fake News and Journalism for Peace'. 
 

 
THURSDAY 
10-05-2018 

 
7.00 PM 

 
For all Parishioners,  

living and dead 

 

Acts 1: 1-11; 
Psalm - 46; 

Ephesians 1: 17-23 
Mark 16: 15-20; 

Saturday 12-05-2018 
VIGIL MASS of 

SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

  
For all Parishioners,  

living and dead 

 

Acts 1: 15-17, 20a, 20c-
26; 

Psalm -102; 
1 John 4:11-16; 

John 17: 11b-19;; 

 



  Last Sunday 77 of us gathered in the 

front of Southsea Castle to pray the rosary. 

We joined efforts with many thousands of 

people all around England, Wales and 

Scotland to pray for our countries, praying 

for an increase of faith in this land. The map 

opposite pinpoints the locations where people 

gathered.  

   

  It’s amazing to think of our countries 

surrounded by the prayer of the Rosary. 

What a tremendous act of faith.  

  Thank you to each and every one of 

you who braved the cold and the wind 

(thankfully not the rain!) to pray…. The 

Lord won’t let us down! 

 

    There is still chance to register, please take the registration form from the back of 
the church, and come, rejoice, and experience something special in your journey of faith. 
 
9:15 am      Prayers and Introductions; 9.30am Introduction to Charisms and You How to take the Inventory;  

10.05 am    Fill in the Inventory, with refreshments;  

10:50am  Review the Inventory - The role of Charisms - Charisms versus natural talents; 

11:40 am Break and Table Discussion; 

12.00pm Pastoral and Communication Charisms; 

12:35 pm   LUNCH and sign up for Conversation; 

1:20 pm      Organisational and Lifestyle Charisms - Five Steps of Discernment; 

2.15 pm     Break and Table Discussion; 

2.35pm Healing and Understanding Charisms; 

3.00 pm      Break and Table Discussion; 

3.15pm Creative Charisms - Where to Next -   

4pm   FINISH 

 

 

 

 



  On 11th May 2018 we start The Novena before The Pentecost Sunday, 
and we will praise the Lord and call The Holy Spirit to renew our hearts and 
this earth. ALL are VERY WELCOME - please share and welcome others!!!: 
 

 11th May 2018 FRIDAY - 1ST Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM - St 

Swithun’s Catholic Church (105 Waverley Rd, Southsea); 

 
 12th May 2018 SATURDAY - 2ND Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM 

- OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY); 

 
 13th May 2018 SUNDAY - 3RD Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM - 

Hilsea Lines, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO3 5JH; 

 
 14th May 2018 MONDAY - 4TH Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM - 

Clarence Esplanade, Portsmouth PO5 3PA; 

 
 15th May 2018 TUESDAY - 5TH Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM - 

St Swithun’s Catholic Church (105 Waverley Rd, Southsea); 

 
 16th May 2018 WEDNESDAY - 6TH Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 

7.45PM - Farlington Marshes Wildlife - Reserve, Farlington, Portsmouth, Hampshire, PO6 1UN; 

 
 17th May 2018 THURSDAY - 7TH Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM 

- Portsmouth, Southsea PO4 8YW - Sanderling Rod (Bus Station); 

 
 18th May 2018 FRIDAY - 8TH Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM - St 

Swithun’s Catholic Church (105 Waverley Rd, Southsea); 

 
 19th May 2018 SATURDAY - VIGIL of PENTECOST 9TH Day of the Novena before the Pentecost Sunday: 

TIME & PLACE: 7.45PM - St Swithun’s Catholic Church (105 Waverley Rd, Southsea); 

 
 20th May 2018 - PENTECOST SUNDAY - Descending of the Holy Spirit: HOLY HOUR 

TIME & PLACE: 3.00PM - St Swithun’s Catholic Church (105 Waverley Rd, Southsea); 

 



BEACON PROJECT - The next 
meeting is 16th April at 7:30PM in St 
Swithun's Hall for praise and worship 
and a time of prayer for our upcoming 
Discovering Christ pilot.  
  If you haven't signed up yet for 
the Discovering Christ pilot starting in 
April, please send an email 
to: coreteam@beaconprojectportsmout
h.org.uk to register. Please feel free to 
pass this information on to anyone you 
would like to invite. Here are the dates: 

3: What Does Jesus Want Us To Know?    7th May, 7-9:30PM 
4: Why Do I Need a Saviour?                    14th May, 7-9:30PM 
5: Why is the Resurrection Important?        21st May, 7-9:30PM 
RETREAT: 26th May (Saturday), 9 AM -3 PM (to be confirmed) 
      6: Who is the Holy Spirit? ------                  7: The Holy Spirit and You! 
8: New Life in the Spirit                             4th June, 7-9:30PM 
9: Our Need for the Church                        11th June, 7-9:30PM 

 

   
  ‘HEAR GOD’S VOICE’- THIS TUESDAY EVENING  From 7.40 PM to 9.00 PM 
 in the Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd) a special form of the Scripture Meeting. You will not hear it 
in the homilies. Everyone is welcome!!! - no register, no checking the list. 

 
    
  Is God calling you to serve as a Deacon in His Church? Oscott Seminary have 
introduced a preparatory year for men discerning a call to the Permanent Diaconate. 
This Propaedeutic year consists of three sessions (Friday-Saturday) and commences on 9th/10th 
November 2018. The other dates for the coming academic year are 25th/26th January and 
8th/9th March 2019.  
  Its aim is to help candidates better understand the reality of a vocation to Holy Orders 

and to discern whether this is what God is calling them to. There will be Parish based 
pastoral elements, spiritual formation and intellectual input given through teaching, 
seminars and discussions.  

  Wives of prospective candidates will also be supported during these days and are 
encouraged to attend. Attendance at these days does not commit an individual to beginning 
the formation program, but is part of the overall selection process. For further information, 
please contact Fr Peter Hart as soon as possible: Telephone 01489 572797  

 
   Join the March for Life / Lifefest '18 in London - This year is the 50th 

anniversary of the 
implementation of the Abortion Act. To date, approximately 9 million unborn 

babies have legally died through 
abortion in the UK since the law was passed, leaving behind many deeply hurting 

women and men. So far March 
for Life has been held in Birmingham but this year it is moving to London on 

Saturday 5th May.   
  A coach will be going to Lifefest from our Diocese which will be leaving from 
St. Mary's Gosport at 9.30am on Saturday 5th May and will leave London after the 
March at 6.00pm. The cost will be a suggested minimum £20.00 donation for Adults 

who can afford it.  Please contact Jacob in the St. Mary's Parish Office on 023 92580119 to book your seat on the 
coach. More information, www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/event/#!event_2018_5_5_1_310_1_March+for+Life  
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  CAFOD and Caritas invite you to "Share the Journey":  

  Responding to Pope Francis's call to promote a "Culture of Encounter" and Caritas Internationalis call to 

"Share the Journey", CAFOD and Caritas Diocese of Portsmouth are co-sponsoring a conference on refugees on 

the 12th May in St Edward the Confessor Church in Chandlers Ford.  

  In line with the Caritas Internationalis mission, the conference will be entitled "Share the Journey". During 

the conference you will see what we can practically do as a diocese and parish to assist refugees including 

sponsoring and housing refugee families. Please register by contact kgallagher@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

  
  Cardinal Vincent Nichols visited Poland last weekend, 
28 - 29 April 2018, to celebrate the 600th anniversary of the 
Ecclesiastical Primacy of the country. 
  The Cardinal was in the city of Gniezno, whose 
Archbishops were first recognised as Primates in 1418, and 
have held the title of Primate of Poland ever since. 
  The celebrations centred around the 11th century 
Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and Saint Adalbert. 
  This was the first time Pope Francis had asked Cardinal 
Nichols to act as a Papal Legate. 
  "What struck me most of all was the faith of the people 
who really have an attachment to their patron saint. We went 
into the cathedral through the 10th century doors, cast in bronze, telling the story of the life, missionary work and 
martyrdom of St Adalbert. It's this sense of a continuous living history of Catholic faith that is still very alive and vibrant in 
the country. For me this has been a very important visit to Poland and a way in which I come to appreciate and understand 
the depth of faith and the great contribution Polish Catholics can make in their own country and in the United Kingdom." 
Said Cardinal. 

 
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi 

Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, 

Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret 

Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, 

Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. 

    And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 6TH  May: Mary McKenna, Michael Anglin, Manuel de Costa, Modestina 

Giordano, Catherine Owles, Thomas O'Doherty, Maureen Kinsella, Canon Daniel Cogan, Bernard Durr, James Donovan, Ivy Mary 

Eccles, Frances Finney, Teresa Burke, Elizabeth Mary Jeannette Ebdon-Hussey, Cecil Brain, Dorothy Carter, Barbara Joan Dore, 

Violet Vickery, Adam Sheppard, George Welsh, Margaret Canavan, Isabel Caruana, Stanley Turner, Honorah Wynn, Thomas 

Roberts, Patrick McGonigle, Violet Cook, Argentina Melo de Aguiar, Muriel Maria Aston, Englebert Duffner, Kate Woods, Francis 

James Early, Francis Michael Malloy, Elizabeth Rice, Lily Craven, William Harvell, Amelia (Rosanna) McConnell, Gladys 

Magorian, Anna (Pat) Linnington, Olga Melita Weeks, Murry Walker, Mary Green, Peggy Jeffery, Jennie Eugenie Sophia Handley, 

Sheila Joyce Egan, Charles William Patrick Simmons and Martin Michael Collins. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 

 

 

Please, remember about the Requiem Mass & Funeral of our Dear Parishioners: 
+ MICHAEL ANGLIN RIP - 15th May (Tuesday) - Requiem Mass at 10.am at St Swithun’s church, followed 

by Committal at Milton Cemetery; 

& 

+ MARY MARGARET McKENNA RIP, Receiving the body on Thursday 17th May at 4.30pm, Requiem 

Mass on 18th May (Friday) at 1.00pm, followed by Committal at Portchester Crematorium 
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