
 
Today, the Gospel offers us the allegory of the vine and 

the branches. Christ is the true vine, we are the branches and the Father is the vine grower. 

  The Father wants us all to bear abundant fruit. It is quite logical. The vine grower 

plants his vine so that it bears much fruit. If we set up a company, we want it to be profitable. Jesus insists: «It was not 

you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain» (Jn 15:16). 

  You have been chosen. God has taken notice of you. Through the Baptism He has grafted you onto the true 

vine that is Christ. You have Christ's life, our Christian life. You own the main element to bear fruit: your union with 

Christ, for Jesus says it quite clearly: «Apart from me you can do nothing» (Jn 15:5). «His strength is nothing but 

mildness; nothing is so strong as gentleness, but nothing is so gentle as real strength» (St. Francis of Sales). How many 

things have you been trying to do without Christ? The fruit the Father is expecting from us is that of the good deeds 

and the practice of the virtues. Which is the union with Christ that allows us to bear this fruits? Faith and charity, that 

is, to remain in God's grace. 

  When you live in God's grace, all your virtuous acts are especially pleasant fruits for the Father. They are deeds 

Jesus Christ does through you. They are Christ's deeds that glorify the Father and become a heaven for you. It is worth 

living always in God's grace! «Whoever does not remain in me [because of sin] is thrown away as they do with branches 

and they wither; (…) and thrown into the fire and burned» (Jn 15:6). This is a clear allusion to hell. Are you like a 

branch full of life? 

  Let the Virgin Mary help us to increase the grace so that we can bear much fruit to glorify the Father.to serve 

other people» (Mt 20:28). 

THIS SUNDAY!!! 
Rosary on the Coast of the British Isles - For Life, Faith and Peace  

2.30pm Gather at Rosary on the Coast location 

Before the entrance of SOUTHSEA CASTLE 

(nearby the fountain) 

 2.45pm Invocation of the Holy Spirit Prayers 

of Protection  

2.50pm Act of Contrition Scripture Readings  

3.00pm Glorious Mysteries of the Most Holy 

Rosary  

3.30pm Litany of Our Lady  

3.40pm Prayer invoking St. Joseph  

3.50pm Litany invoking Saints of the UK 

 

 

29TH April 2018 

 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends, TODAY - 

let’s ask a difficult question about something, which whole 

world was looking at through last weeks.  

The Agonizing Case of Alfie Evans 

 DIFFICULT MORAL QUESTION: Concerning the 
Alfie Evans case, I have heard three terms used 
somewhat loosely: 1) People on both sides have spoken 
about Alfie’s “best interests.” 2) Opponents of care have 
said that continued treatment would imply 
“therapeutic obstinacy.” 3) Others have claimed that 
further care would constitute “overzealous treatment.” 
How do these terms applied to Alfie’s case? 
  The term “best interests” in end-of-life care 
ordinarily applies to patients who are not competent to 
make their own medical decisions. In the case of 
minors, and especially of small children, the parents are 
ordinarily considered “proxy decision-makers.” This 
means they are legally authorized to make care 
decisions on their children’s behalf.  
  Proxies have a moral duty, and in most countries 
a legal duty, to make those decisions consistent with 
the “best interests” of the patient. Given the current 
conflicting views on the value of human life and the 
meaning of death, the rise of the odious notion of a “life 
not worth living,” growing disdain for weakness and 
disability, and the increasingly influential voice of 
“right-to-die” advocates, we may expect there to be 
competing conceptions of what constitutes the “best 
interests” of patients.  
  These attitudes have infected Western health 
care by creating an environment that places tacit 
pressure on sick patients and their families to opt for 
refusal of life support over its continuation (what is 
called a “culture of removal”). 
  So how should we assess Alfie’s best interests?  
  In considering any end-of-life case, we must keep 
in mind the master principle of morality, as articulated 
by the Church through the words of St. John Paul II: 
 the dignity of the human person.  
  Human life is intrinsically valuable, always good, 
even when badly disabled, even when one’s breath is 
fading. Its value is independent of one’s ability to do or 
experience certain things, and no amount of infirmity 
compromises it one iota. And certainly no one has the 
right to deny the value of a human life at any stage of 
development or in any condition.  
  Therefore, the statement “some lives are not worth 
living” is literally never true. Continuing to live is always 
a good thing; and sustaining life is never pointless. 
  At the same time, the Church teaches that we are 
not always required to do everything possible to 
preserve life.   
Two conditions for the licit removal of life support: 
  She teaches that life-sustaining procedures may 
be refused for two independent reasons: if they are 
either futile (i.e., they do not promise to the patient a 
reasonable hope of benefit) or are in the patient’s 
 judgment excessively burdensome (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 2278; “Ethical and Religious 
Directives,” 57).  

It is important to note that when Catholic teaching 
specifies the “excessive burden” designation, it includes 
only forms of medical treatment; treatments may be 
removed so a patient may be free of the burden they 
impose, even if one of the side effects is the hastening of 
death. “Such a refusal is not the equivalent of suicide; on 
the contrary, it should be considered as an acceptance of 
the human condition” (“Declaration on Euthanasia,” IV). 
  But “excessive burden” must never be construed to 
mean the patient’s life: “I don’t want to live this way!” If 
life is the burden to be avoided, then one’s aim in refusing 
life-sustaining treatment would be to end that life, which is 
just another way of referring to an act of suicide or 
assisted suicide. 
  Whether some procedure is excessively 
burdensome is a judgment reserved to the patient. If the 
will of the patient cannot be ascertained, then proxies are 
called upon to make the decision in light of the patient’s 
“best interests.” In Alfie’s case, this would mean judging, 
among other things, whether he was experiencing severe 
discomfort from the ventilator and other forms of care, 
which clearly did not seem to be the case. 
  One final point on this. John Paul II taught in 2004 
that the administration of food and water to patients 
whose bodies need them to survive is morally 
obligatory.  (For more on this teaching click here: 
https://zenit.org/articles/are-food-and-water-

extraordinary-measures/ He was able to say this because 
their administration, if required for life, is obviously not 
futile; and because they can be administered with 
relatively little burden. Thus, it would be gravely immoral 
for Alder Hey Hospital, or anyone else, to deprive little 
Alfie of the food and water he needs to survive. 

                  Although refusal can be and often is morally 

legitimate, the Church nowhere teaches that patients 

have a duty to refuse life support, even if measures are 

judged futile or excessively burdensome, although 

it seems to me reasonable to conclude that some patients 

in certain circumstances have such a duty. I do not think 

this was the case with Alfie Evans. 

 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a5.htm
http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p3s2c2a5.htm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/upload/Ethical-Religious-Directives-Catholic-Health-Care-Services-fifth-edition-2009.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/health-care/upload/Ethical-Religious-Directives-Catholic-Health-Care-Services-fifth-edition-2009.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_19800505_euthanasia_en.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/2004/march/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_20040320_congress-fiamc.html
https://zenit.org/articles/are-food-and-water-extraordinary-measures/
https://zenit.org/articles/are-food-and-water-extraordinary-measures/
https://www.pdcnet.org/pdc/bvdb.nsf/purchase?openform&fp=ncbq&id=ncbq_2012_0012_0004_0621_0630


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alfie’s case 
  Let’s apply all this to the case at hand. 
  Alfie was suffering from a degenerative 
neurological disorder that has caused him, we are told, 
to be in a “semi-vegetative state.” Most doctors seem to 
agree that Alfie’s condition is incurable. 
  Alfie was in the hospital for more than a year. He 
was on mechanical ventilation for much of this time. 
His doctors believed until recently that ventilator 
support was necessary to his survival.  

We might ask the following questions. 
  1. Was it reasonable for Alder Hey 
Hospital originally to propose to discontinue Alfie’s 
mechanical ventilation? 
  From what I can tell, the hospital reasonably 
judged that no further treatment would promise the 
boy hope of healing, and so concluded, again it seems 
reasonably, that continuing ventilation was what 
the Catechism calls “overzealous” treatment, i.e., 
disproportionate to any hoped-for therapeutic benefit. 
  Since health care in the U.K. is funded by state 
taxation, and hospitals have an obligation to be good 
stewards of citizens’ resources, it seems reasonable for 
a hospital to propose at times that certain “futile” 
treatments be discontinued. 
  2. Would this have been in Alfie’s “best 
interests”? 
  Referring to the category of best interests to 
justify the hospital’s decision is misplaced. Since it is 
never better for a person to die than to remain alive — 
since bodily life, as we said, is always good, and death is 
the absence of that good — it is never in someone’s 
interests to cease to exist in this world. Therefore, use of 
that term indicates the decision-makers are operating 
from an ideologically influenced “quality-of-life” scale 
for determining the value of Alfie’s life. 
  They should have argued that further ventilator 
treatment is medically futile and so, given the relative 
scarcity of medical resources, it is no longer justified in 
the present case. 
  3. Was the hospital justified in refusing Alfie’s 
transport to the Bambino Gesù Hospital in Rome, 
which offered to provide full care?  
  No. Given that Alfie’s parents guaranteed treated 

(I presume) that all expenses incurred for moving Alfie to 

Rome would be covered by private funds, neither the 

hospital nor the U.K. government could justify their 

decision on the basis of the duty to exercise good 

stewardship over scarce medical resources. The hospital’s 

obstinacy, therefore, and the repeated denials of redress 

by the courts have been, in my opinion, immoral. 

  Further, we now know with certainty that Alfie 

was not brain-dead, since he was breathing on his own. 

So even if one believes that brain death is coextensive 

with human death, which I do not, no one can argue that 

this child is brain-dead. Some doctors even believe the 

child has been wrongly diagnosed. 

   4. Should Alfie’s parents originally have 

consented to remove life support? 

  As stated above, if some procedure offers no 

reasonable hope of benefit, it may be judged futile and so 

removed, even if this will hasten a patient’s death. After 

living in a coma for a year, and being offered (I presume) 

all reasonable options for healing, Alfie’s parents 

themselves could have judged on the basis of medical 

futility to remove Alfie’s mechanical ventilation. 

  5. Were they morally required to do so? 

  Although we may have a duty to comply with a 

hospital’s judgment that that hospital no longer has the 

duty to supply what it judges to be futile treatment, this 

does not mean we have a duty to cease treatment. If a 

hospital refuses to continue treating some patient, 

caregivers should be given the opportunity to seek 

another institution willing to continue treatment, and 

then, if such an institution is found, to move the patient 

there.  

  6. What justification was there for not removing 

Alfie’s ventilator? 

  There were several reasons for sustaining Alfie’s life. 

First, Alfie’s life was good and continuing to live is a good 

thing. Second, his loved ones experienced some degree of 

human communion with him, and this, too, is good. 

Third, if Alfie was able to have any sensory experience, 

and it seems from the facts we cannot rule this out, his 

experience of loving care and solidarity from loved ones is 

also good.  

  7. Was caring for Alfie an example of 

“therapeutic obstinacy”? 

            This term is an odious invention of secular 

bioethicists. It bitterly stigmatizes something very 

natural, something that should be (and usually is) 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/sarah-evans-791
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/alfie-evans-is-not-dying-or-brain-dead-hes-been-misdiagnosed-polish-doctor
https://www.ncbcenter.org/files/8114/4916/3471/NCBCsummFAQ_End-of-Life-Care.pdf


treated with respect and delicacy by the medical 
community and that is some family members’ tendency 
to opt for “overzealous treatment” out of non-medically 
justified hope that their irreversibly ill loved one might 
improve if doctors just gave them “a little longer.” 
Perhaps some of these people become obstinate. But 
most are just struggling to adapt to that darkest of 
realities, bodily death. 
  Since literally nobody seems to know what’s 
afflicting little Alfie, and since he has repeatedly defied 
dire predictions (fought off two infections thought to 
be fatal; breathing independently after ventilation was 
removed), the insistence that his condition is incurable 
may itself be overzealous and obstinate. I don’t know; I 
am not a doctor. But anyone who has dealt with them, 
and I have dealt with many, has found their rate of 
diagnostic fallibility on non-routine “out-of-the-box” 
medical conditions to be extraordinarily high.  
  Therefore, the U.K. medical community should 
express some humility, concede they don’t know with 
certainty how Alfie’s life would unfold if given full care 
(such as what doctors at Rome’s Bambino hospital 
have suggested), and then free the child’s parents to get 
him the help he needed to stay alive.  

#    #    #    #    #    #    #  

Timeline of the Alfie Evans Case - For those unfamiliar 
with the facts of the case, here is an explanatory timeline of events: 

• May 9, 2016: Alfie born in Liverpool, England, 
to Tom and Kate Evans.  

• Dec. 14: Admitted to Alder Hey Children’s 
Hospital after seizures; remains 12 months. 

• Dec. 11, 2017: Hospital petitions British High 
Court to withdraw ventilation. 

• Dec. 19: Hospital says further treatment not in 
Alfie’s “best interests.”  

• Feb. 1, 2018: Hospital lawyers tell High Court 
further treatment is “unkind and inhumane.” 

• Feb. 2: Doctors say Alfie is in a “semi-vegetative 
state” because of an unknown neurological 
condition. 

• Feb. 20: London High Court judge authorizes 
hospital to remove life support. 

• March 1: Parents appeal High Court ruling. 
• March 6: Appeals court judge upholds prior 

judge’s ruling. 
• March 8: Parents appeal to Supreme Court. 
• March 20: Supreme Court refuses to consider 

appeal. 
• March 28: European Court of Human Rights 

refuses to hear case. 
• April 4: Pope Francis appeals on Twitter on 

behalf of Alfie’s life. 
• April 16: Parents mount a “wrongful detention” 

appeal against the hospital.  
• April 16: Court of Appeals rules against parents. 
• April 17: Parents appeal to the Supreme Court a 

second time. 
• April 18: Tom Evans flies to Rome to meet the 

Pope. 
• April 20: Supreme Court rules against parents for 

a second time. 
• April 23: Alfie granted Italian citizenship to 

facilitate transfer to Italy. 
• April 24: Alfie’s life support is withdrawn. 
• April 24: Further appeal dismissed by High 

Court. 
• April 24: High Court judge rules boy may be 

taken home, but not to Rome, April 25: Parents 
appeal to Court of Appeals against High Court 
ruling. 

• April 25: All grounds of appeal refused by Appeals 

Court. 

• April 28: Dear Alfie passed away.    

  Many of us grew up participating in May crowning processions where a crown, sometimes fashioned out of 
flowers, was placed on an image or statue of Mary. But out of all of the months in the year, why was May chosen to 
celebrate Our Lady? First, the month of May usually falls within the fifty days of Easter. This liturgical season is a great 
time of rejoicing and the whole church celebrates with Our Lady the resurrection of her Son by praying the Regina Caeli 
(Queen of Heaven): 
   Queen of Heaven, rejoice, alleluia: For he whom you merited to bear, alleluia, Has risen, as He said, alleluia. Pray 
for us to God, alleluia. Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia. Because the Lord is truly risen, alleluia! 

 

https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/vatican-academy-for-life-president-sides-with-judge-in-alfie-evans-case?utm_source=LifeSiteNews.com&utm_campaign=b2fa2e0719-Daily%20Headlines%20-%20World&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_12387f0e3e-b2fa2e0719-403755481
https://news.sky.com/story/alfie-evans-further-treatment-for-seriously-ill-baby-inhumane-11232372
https://twitter.com/Pontifex?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesun.co.uk%2Fnews%2F5983225%2Falfie-evans-life-support-switched-off-delayed-pope-francis-italy%2F


SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY 

 OF EASTER  
 29-04-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15 am 

 
1.00 pm 

+ Michael Anglin RIP 
+ Mary McKenna RIP 
Mass in Polish: For the 
deceased Family’s members & 
Friends of Colin & Bozena 

 

 
Acts 4: 8-12; 
Psalm - 117; 
1 John 3: 1-2; 

John 10: 11-18; 

 
MONDAY 
 30-04-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Sr Bernadette Duggan RIP  

We pray the Rosary 

of the 5TH Week of Easter 
 

St Pius V, Pope 

Acts 14: 5-181; 
Psalm 113; 

John 14: 21-26; 

 
TUESDAY 
 01-05-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Norah Blockley RIP 

We pray the Rosary  
For poor Souls 

of the 5TH Week of Easter 
 

St Joseph the Worker 
 

 
Acts 14: 19-28; 
Psalm - 144; 

John 14: 27-31a; 

 

WEDNESDAY 
 02-05-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

+ Bernard Nee RIP 
 

We pray the Rosary 

of the 5TH Week of Easter 
St Athanasius, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 

Acts 15: 1-6; 
Psalm 121; 

John 15: 1-8; 

 
THURSDAY 
 03-05-2018 

 
9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

 
 
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
+ Mary Ann Glyson RIP 

We pray the Rosary 

 

 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-8; 

Psalm - 88; 
John 14: 6-14; 

 
FRIDAY 

 04-05-2018 
(FIRST FRIDAY  

of THE MONTH) 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Dec. of Smith & Stout Family  
 

We pray the Rosary 

No intention! Mass followed 

by the Exposition of The Blessed 
Sacrament & Sacred Heart Devotion 

of the 5TH Week of Easter 
 

FEAST of THE ENGLISH 
MARTYRS 

Evening MASS in LATIN 

 
 

Acts 7: 55-60; 
 Psalm - 30; 

Matthew 10: 17-20; 

SATURDAY 
 05-05-2018 

(FIRST SATURDAY  
of THE MONTH) 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

Our Lady of Rosary’s intentions 
 

We pray the Rosary 

of the 5TH Week of Easter 
St Louis Grignion  

de Montfort, Founder 

Acts 16: 1-10; 
 Psalm - 99; 

John 15: 18-21; 

 
FIFTH SUNDAY 

 OF EASTER  
 06-06-2018  

8.30 am 
10.15 am 

 
1.00 pm 

+ Joseph Aloysius Talt RIP 
Sr Martin Walsh - Diamond 
Jubilee 
Mass in Polish: For Brian on 
his 10th Aninersary of birth.  

Acts10:25-26,34-
35,44-48 

Psalm - 97; 
1 John 4: 7-10; 
John 15: 9-17; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

 
  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount was: £1370.5 (52.6% Gift Aid). As 

always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of the Parish possible. Thank all of You 
who make our church, our Parish so beautiful and alive!!! THANK YOU 

 
THURSDAY 
03-05-2018 

 
12.00 noon 

 
No intention! 

 

 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-8; 

Psalm - 88; 
John 14: 6-14; 

Saturday 05-05-2018 
VIGIL MASS of 

SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

  
For all Parishioners 

 

Acts10:25-26,34-35,44-48 
Psalm - 97; 

1 John 4: 7-10; 
John 15: 9-17; 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  BEACON PROJECT - The next 
meeting is 16th April at 7:30PM in St 
Swithun's Hall for praise and worship 
and a time of prayer for our upcoming 
Discovering Christ pilot.  
  If you haven't signed up yet for 
the Discovering Christ pilot starting in 
April, please send an email 
to: coreteam@beaconprojectportsmouth
.org.uk to register. Please feel free to 
pass this information on to anyone you 
would like to invite. Here are the dates: 

2: Why Does Jesus Matter?                30th April, 7-9:30PM 
3: What Does Jesus Want Us To Know?  
  7th May, 7-9:30PM 
4: Why Do I Need a Saviour?                   
 14th May, 7-9:30PM 
5: Why is the Resurrection Important?       
 21st May, 7-9:30PM 
RETREAT: 26th May (Saturday), 9 AM -3 
PM (to be confirmed) 

Portsmouth Diocese Eucharistic Conference 

Saturday 5th May   ----------     This is a free local event! 

Have you taken time out of your busy schedule to pause?  When was the last time you stopped 

and took time to think, to discern?  When was the last time you came face to face with Jesus 

Christ?  When was the last real encounter you had with your faith? 

This event is an opportunity to engage with likeminded families in prayer, fellowship, and joy. 

Come and spend time with Jesus, friends, inspiring speakers and interactive workshops.  

Develop your faith.  Develop your relationship with Jesus.  

The conference will be supported by Fr Stephen Wang a philosopher, theologian and popular 

author, Pippa Baker an evangelist, Focus a worldwide renowned organisation for 

evangelisation, Y2K who will lead our worship with inspirational music and Bp Philip Egan. 

Book your ticket now by either booking through eventbrite 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/portsmouth-diocesan-eucharistic-conference-tickets-
44506853196?aff=es2, emailing congress@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk or phoning 
07780221686. 
` 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION  

FROM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25 am; 12:30 pm to 12:55 at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30 pm to 5.55 pm 

and by request 
 

 

mailto:coreteam@beaconprojectportsmouth.org.uk
mailto:coreteam@beaconprojectportsmouth.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/portsmouth-diocesan-eucharistic-conference-tickets-44506853196?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/portsmouth-diocesan-eucharistic-conference-tickets-44506853196?aff=es2


      6: Who is the Holy Spirit? ------                  7: The Holy Spirit and You! 
8: New Life in the Spirit                             4th June, 7-9:30PM 
9: Our Need for the Church                        11th June, 7-9:30PM 

 

   

 THE POPE'S MONTHLY INTENTIONS FOR MAY 2018 
 

Evangelization – The Mission of Laity: 
 

That the lay faithful may fulfill their specific mission, by responding with 

creativity to the challenges that 

face the world today. 
Called and Gifted is coming to our parish soon. 

This is a process that has been running for 3 years 
around the diocese. It is about helping you 

discover the particular ways that God wants you 
to love and serve other people, in your everyday 

life.     We have each been given particular gifts or 
charisms when we were baptised and Called and 

Gifted helps you discover your own special gifts.   
You can read much more on the diocese website www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/calledandgifted   We will start the 

process on Saturday 12th May 10.30am - 5.30pm in St Swithun’s parish hall, when members of the Called and Gifted 
team will come to talk and lead discussion. They will also bring a questionnaire that helps you start to work out what 
your gifts might be.   I think this will be a wonderful opportunity to help us develop ourselves as active Catholics, looking 
outwards, and I am looking forward to attending the day 
myself.                                                                                                                     

  
SHERRY WEDDELL author of Called and Gifted is coming to the diocese in May. 

Apologise for the confusion over the location of the Sherry Weddell’s morning with clergy on Friday 
18th May. 
 The location for the event will be Basingstoke Country Hotel, London Road, Nately Scures, RG27 9JS   
(very near Junction 5 of the M3) and NOT St. Bede’s.  (It was originally going to be there, but we realised that 
there are a lot of parishioners coming in the afternoon for her talks on parish renewal, and we needed to find a 
bigger room than the hall at St. Bede’s). 
  Details for Friday 18th May Morning 
May I take this chance to give you a bit more information about the 
morning: Start - 0930, Finish - 1300, followed by lunch in the hotel 
restaurant. 
  Sherry will be talking about the role of the parish priest in 
leading his parish through renewal, drawing from the tradition of the 
Church and real life examples with the many parishes she has worked 
with in 5 Continents over the last 20 years.    She will explain the 
“Evangelical Gap” in helping people develop on their spiritual journey, 
the appropriate place for catechesis and the many ways of 
accompanying people.  There will be discussion time and a couple of 
priests sharing the work that they have been doing in this area since 
the Clergy Convocation. 
 Also, you are most welcome to stay for part or all of the afternoon session: Start - 1400; Buffet Supper - 1700 
approx.; Finish - 1900 (there will be various breaks and discussion times, if you need to slip off during this time) 
  Registration.  Quite a few of you have already registered with Mary Anne Normand, who has passed this 
information on to me.  For those who would now like to register for Friday morning or any of the events with 
Sherry, please email me at csimpson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
  The hotel needs to know the number for Friday lunch five days beforehand. Huge apologies again for any 
confusion. Look forward to seeing quite a number of you on that morning (30 booked so far). God bless, Clare 
Simpson, Team Leader Called and Gifted. 
 

  ‘HEAR GOD’S VOICE’- THIS TUESDAY EVENING From 7.40 PM to 9.00 PM in the 
Presbytery (105 Waverley Rd) a special form of the Scripture Meeting. You will not hear it in the 

 

 

http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/calledandgifted
mailto:csimpson@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


homilies. Everyone is welcome!!! - no register, no checking the list. 

 
   Dear Friends, as I start this I have just returned from 
our Outreach soup run. Despite the heavy rains we served 
9 of our homeless friends, sadly not able to convince one 
particularly vulnerable young lady *Kate* to be dropped at 
the night shelter, choose to place herself in a dangerous 
situation. Please pray she accepts the offer tomorrow. 
  Words cannot express how grateful we are for your 
donations of money, toiletries, clothes, shoes, sleeping bags 
Socks...and the occasional sandwich drop !all most 
gratefully received. We are running quite low on all of the 
items now. (Men’s practical shoes sizes 10 & 11 always in 
need). 

  We are quite savvy with our purchases, Diana always seeming to find a great bargain on cakes! The 
sandwich fillers probably costing the most to produce in comparison to our soups. 
  The appreciation from our street friends when a hot drink and sandwich is offered and an item of warm 
clothing or bedding is priceless!! 
  Since our pilot project, much has happened with our OCP friends. 
  Every Sunday after the Polish mass thanks to a Rota of 'Cooks' Diana, Ruby, Rafel, Marzena & Monica. 
We have been able to extend the hand of friendship with a community meal. Which has also included some 
street friends from the surrounding area. 
  Again with the kind generosity of St Swithun's parishioners we have been able to support our Dear 
friend' mum to be' in B& B accommodation until further accommodation has now been offered. Thank you for 
the Baby Boy clothes donations. Any Hospital stay items appreciated. 
  As Father mentioned previously 2 of our Polish friends accepted a lift to Poland with him to try a reunion 
with family members. 
  Also Thanks to Nino and the amazing team at 'Nature's Way' 4 of our friends successfully passed 
interviews, work trials and will be commencing their second week of employment on Monday. 
Accommodation being a slight challenge however once again, thanks to Your AMAZING SUPPORT! we have 
been able to finance food and accommodation in Holiday Chalets in till their first wages. We have had great 
reports of how impressed the management team is with the politeness and work efficiency of our friends! 
WELL DONE to them! PLEASE continue to support us with your prayers, Donations & Time!!  
  Blessings - St Swithun’s Outreach Team!! 

NEXT WEEKEND - WE COLLECT GIFTS & DONATIONS FOR HOMELESS - THANK YOU! 
 
 

  Our ‘Parish Cinema’ shows the 

interesting films Next film: “HIDDEN 
SECRETS” - (90 min.), will be shown on 
Friday 4TH May 2017 at 8.10PM in the 
church hall (with tea & coffee). 
  This charming and irresistible film 
explores the lasting impact a group of close 
friends has on one another despite drifting 
apart over the years.  Reunited at the funeral 
of hometown hero Chris Hayden, friends find 
tensions escalating rapidly as their darkest 
secrets are revealed. 
  

 “Outstanding and Uplifting Story Guaranteed.” – Christian Film Festivals of America 

“Awarded Dove Foundation’s Family Seal of Approval with 4 out of 5 Doves. Ages 12+.” 

ALL ARE VERY WELCOME!!! 
 

 

 

 



Please pray for those who are ill, especially: David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi 

Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, 

Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret 

Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, 

Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. 

    And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 29TH  April: Mary McKenna, Gertrude Lyons, Noel Hegarty, Edward Hoare, 

Margaret Hoard, Joseph Agius, Ronald Eric Ball, Dorothy Rogers, Harold Pringle, Margaret Utton, Norah Blockley, Norma "Pat" 

Wood, Leslie Harold Bremmer, Sean Bowman, Mark Imperiali, Canon Patrick O'Leary (former PP), John (Jack) Mason, Thomas 

Woods, John Singer, Emerientiana (Reini) Goss, John Francis Caine, Francis John Hadley Grady,  Charles Peyton, Anna Greenway, 

Jane Sands, John Porter, Marion Gash, Sarah Jayne Payne, Joan Empson, Lawrence Lawes, Catherine Walsh, James Halstead, 

Barry Hickey, Robert Frazier, Margaret Bolt, Walter (Wally) Puddick, Patrick O'Leary,  Doreen Lord, Joseph Talt, Henry James 

Hampton, Harry Suter Ellul,  William Curry, Paul Vella, Florence Bisson and Margaret Mary (Maire) Bristow. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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