
 
 

   Today, 2nd Sunday of Easter, we complete the octave of this liturgical time, one of the two octaves —along with 

that of Christmas— that have remained out of the renewal made by the Vatican Council II. During eight days we 

contemplate the same mystery and we try to go deeper into it by the light of the Holy Spirit. 

  Pope John Paul II decided to call this Sunday Divine Mercy Sunday. It is something that goes far beyond a 

particular devotion. In his encyclical Dives in Misericordia, the Holy Father explains that Divine Mercy is the ultimate 

manifestation of God's love in a history injured by sin. In Latin “Misericordia” (which means “mercy”) comes from two 

words: “Miseria” (misery) and “cor” (heart). Our own despicable situation due to sin is placed by God in Jesus' loving 

heart, that is faithful to His Father's designs. Jesus Christ, dead and resurrected, is the supreme manifestation and 

acting of the Divine Mercy. «For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son» (Jn 3:16) and has sent him 

to die to save us. «To redeem the slave He has sacrificed the Son», we have proclaimed in the Easter Proclamation of 

the Easter Vigil. And, once resurrected, He has constituted him into a source of salvation for all those who believe in 

Him. By faith and conversion we receive the treasure of his Divine Mercy. 

  Holy Mother Church, who wants her children to live the resurrected life, commands that —at least for Easter— 

we receive Holy Communion and we do it in the grace of God. The fifty days following Easter is the right time for us 

to fulfill the Paschal Precept. It is time to practice the sacrament of confession and benefit from the power of forgiving 

sins the Lord resurrected has conferred to His Church. As he said to the Apostles: «Receive the Holy Spirit; for those 

whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven» (Jn 20,22-23). We shall thus go to the source of Divine Mercy. And we 

should not doubt either to bring our friends to these sources of life, to the Eucharist and to Penance. Jesus resurrected 

expects us to. 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES & St SWITHUN’s CHURCH in SOUTHSEA 
 

 

 

Come and join us THIS Sunday 8th April  

at 3 o’clock at St Swithun’s Church,  

to celebrate Mercy Sunday.  

 

  There will be ‘HOUR of MERCY’  

with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,  

singing, Reflections on St Faustina’s Diary,  

Three o’clock prayers and Benediction. 

 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends 
         In her diary, St. Faustina describes in detail the 

image of Mercy that Christ instructed her to have 

painted.   

         “The two rays denote Blood and Water. The pale 
ray stands for the Water which makes souls righteous. 

The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of 
souls. These two rays issued forth from the very depths 
of My tender mercy when My agonized heart was 
opened by a lance on the Cross. These rays shield souls 

from the wrath of My Father. Happy is the one who 
dwells in their shelter, for the just hand of God shall not 
lay hold of him.” (Diary 299)   In 1934 St. Faustina and 

her spiritual advisor sought out Eugeniusz Kazimirowski 

to paint the image. 

  Jesus insisted when the work was completed that it 

be placed in chapels and venerated throughout the 

world.  He promised that many graces would come for 

those who meditated on this beautiful image. 

  Pope St John Paul II was very passionate about the 

mission of revealing the mercy of Jesus to the world. In 

the year 2000, at the canonization Mass for St. Faustina, 

he announced that the Second Sunday of Easter would 

now be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.  It must be 

made clear that this was not done in order to establish a 

way of honouring St. Faustina, but to emphasize the 

meaning of the Resurrection and the depths of God’s 

great mercy and love that is made available to all of His 

creation. Divine Mercy Sunday is not a new feast day 

because the Second Sunday of Easter has always been a 

solemnity known as the Octave Day of Easter.  The 

richness of the mercy of God comes to us not only 

through St. Faustina’s revelations, but also through 

Scripture and the history & Tradition of the Catholic 

Church. 

  What happens on Divine Mercy Sunday? Saint 

Faustina tells us in her Diary, “On one occasion, I heard 

these words:  My daughter, tell the whole world about 
My Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy 
be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for 

poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender 
mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces 
upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy. 

The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins 
and punishment. On that day all the divine floodgates 
through which grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to 

draw near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. My 
mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or of angel, 
will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. 

Everything that exists has come forth from the very 
depths of My most tender mercy. Every soul in its 
relation to Me will contemplate My love and mercy 

throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from 
My very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be 
solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 

Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of 
My Mercy.” (Diary 699) 

 
           In short, Jesus has promised to pour out 

extraordinary graces to those who come to Him on this day 

focused on His Mercy.  He has promised complete 

forgiveness of sins and punishment for those who take part 

by doing what He has instructed.  To further encourage us 

to participate in this tradition, in 2002 a plenary indulgence 

was also granted for those who observe the necessary 

conditions.  

  How do I prepare for Divine Mercy Sunday in order 

to receive these graces? Celebrate the Feast on the Sunday 

after Easter – 1. Sincerely repent of all our sins; 2. Place 

our complete trust in Jesus; 3. Be sure that we are in state 

of grace if not, go to Confession, preferably before that 

Sunday; 4. Receive Holy Communion on the day of the 

Feast; 5. Venerate the Image of The Divine Mercy (To 

venerate a sacred image or statue simply means to perform 

some act or make some gesture of deep religious respect 

toward it because of the person whom it represents — in 

this case, our Most Merciful Saviour) 6. Be merciful to 

others, through our actions, words, and prayers on their 

behalf. 

  How can I live out the message of Divine Mercy 

throughout the year? This message of Divine Mercy is not 

just intended for one Sunday.  We should live this and 

embrace it daily.   Our understanding of the mercy of 

Christ is key to our relationship with Him.  It is also 

essential that we show mercy to others.  In our culture, the 

idea of mercy has been lost.  We demand that others pay 

the price for their wrongs. Rarely, do we forgive those who 

do not “deserve” or ask for forgiveness. Mercy will be a 

form of evangelization. Others will surely notice when we 

show mercy with the love of Christ.  We can do this by 

studying the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy and 

making their practice a habit in our lives.  Pope Francis 

encouraged this practice when he recently announced that 

this coming year will be a Jubilee of Mercy.  “It is my 
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  “It is my burning desire that, during this Jubilee, 
the Christian people may reflect on the corporal and 

spiritual works of mercy. It will be a way to reawaken our 
conscience, too often grown dull in the face of poverty. 
And let us enter more deeply into the heart of the 

Gospel where the poor have a special experience of 
God’s mercy.” We may also choose to recite The 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy daily or whenever 

possible. Finally, learn more about Divine Mercy 

through many resources which are available for us. 

There are so many wonderful resources to help you 

grow in your understanding of the mercy Christ wants to 

reveal to us. 

Don’t just keep the good news of this mercy to yourself. Be 

the encouragement that someone else may need to enter 

into the doors of our Churches and receive the graces God 

wants to bestow. When we take the initiative to educate 

others about Divine Mercy Sunday and actively draw them 

into the celebration of the Eucharist, we will know that our 

own hearts are truly beginning to understand the message 

of mercy and love of the risen Lord. For the sake of His 

sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world. 

                               With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 

 

HOW TO PRAY THE CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY:  

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, 
I trust in You! 
 
Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed 
 
For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the 
rosary, pray): Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world. 
 
(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray): For the sake of His 
sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 
Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times): Holy God, Holy Mighty 
One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole world. 
 
See a 3-D Model of Jesus Based on Shroud of Turin "A regal and majestic expression." 

  About a decade ago I read something like ten books on the Shroud of Turin. It 

fascinated me. I came to the conclusion that it very likely was the burial cloth of 

Jesus. My faith does not rest upon this conclusion but I do believe it. 

  There have been some works based on the Shroud that have sought to bring the 

face of Jesus to people. Perhaps the most famous is Ariel Agemian’s works is the 

Face of Christ. Agemian, an Armenian artist who became an American citizen, used 

the Shroud, as his ‘model’ using forensic imagery. 

  A few years ago, CNN ran a special called "The Real Face of Jesus" which 

featured the work of Ray Downing who used the shroud to create Jesus' face using 

modern technology. 

  Now, Professor Giulio Fanti of Italy’s University of Padua, who teaches 

mechanical and thermal measurements, has created the first 3D model of Christ 

based on the shroud. “We believe that we have the precise image of what Jesus 

looked like on this earth,” said Fanti, “This statue is the three-dimensional representation 

in actual size of the Man of the Shroud, created following the precise measurements 

taken from the cloth in which the body of Christ was wrapped after the crucifixion.” 

  Fanti said the Man of the Shroud was nearly 5' 11," which was about six inches 

taller than what is believed to be average height at that time. Fanti called Jesus has a 

"regal and majestic expression." As far as wounds suffered during the Passion, Fanti 

counted 370 wounds from the brutal flagellation. Fanti was also able to determine that the 

man in the Shroud leaned heavily to the right because the right shoulder had been 

dislocated. “Therefore, we believe that we finally have the precise image of what Jesus 

looked like on this earth," said Fanti.   I find it fascinating. The images of the Shroud 

have moved millions throughout the years and will continue to do so.  
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  ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 

DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

 
SECOND SUNDAY OF 

EASTER of Divine Mercy 
 08-04-2018 

 
8.30 am 
10.15 am 
1.00 pm 

 
+ Renata Wozny RIP 
For all mankind 
Mass in Polish: + Pawel & 
Marek Weinko RIP  

 
Acts 4: 32-35; 
Psalm - 117; 
1 John 5: 1-6; 

John 20: 19-31; 

 
MONDAY 
 09-04-2018 

 
9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

 

 
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Andrew Gracias RIP 
 

We pray the Rosary 

 

 
Isaiah 7: 10-14; 8:10; 

Psalm 39; 
Hebrews 10: 4-10; 

Luke 1: 26-38; 

 
TUESDAY 
 10-04-2018 

10.00 am 
 

11.00 am 
7.00 pm 

Requiem Mass of + Simon 
Paul Urwin RIP  
 

We pray the Rosary  

NO MASS!!! 

 
of the 2nd Week of Easter 

 

 
Acts 4: 32-37; 
Psalm - 92; 

John 3: 7b-15; 

WEDNESDAY 
 11-04-2018 

10.00 am 
 

Liturgy of the Word followed 
with The Rosary Prayer 

St Stanislaus,  
Bishop & Martyr 

Acts 5: 17-26; 
Psalm 33; 

John 3: 16-21; 

THURSDAY 
 12-04-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00 am 
10.30 am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
 

For intention of Carol 
 

We pray the Rosary 

 
of the 2nd Week of Easter 

Acts 5: 27-33; 
Psalm - 33; 

John 3: 31-36; 

FRIDAY 
 13-04-2018 

10.00 am 
 

7.00 pm 

Liturgy of the Word followed 
with The Rosary Prayer  

NO MASS!!! 

 

of the 2nd Week of Easter 

Acts 5: 34-42; 
 Psalm - 26; 
John 6: 1-15; 

SATURDAY 
 14-04-2018 

10.00 am Liturgy of the Word followed 
with The Rosary Prayer 

of the 2nd Week of Easter Acts 6: 1-7; 
 Psalm - 32; 

John 6: 16-21; 

 
THIRD SUNDAY OF 

EASTER  
 15-04-2018  

8.30 am 
 

10.15 am 
1.00 pm 

For Sr Mary Ann - recovering 
from surgery 
+ Theo Donnelly RIP 
Mass in Polish: + Maciej & 
Janina Lach RIP  

 
Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19; 

Psalm - 4; 
1 John 2: 1-5a; 

Luke 24: 35-48; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 

  Fr Simon Francis Gaine OP is a Dominican priest and friar, 
currently Regent (Principal) of Blackfriars, Oxford, where 
students can train for the Roman Catholic priesthood, and 
postgraduate students of the University study Philosophy and 
Theology.  He is the author of “Did the Saviour See the Father?” 
  He looks forward to preaching at Our Lady of Lourdes and 
St Swithun’s during the weekend of 14th/15th April, and to 
meeting members of the parish then. 

 
 Sr Marie Elise, went to her most needed rest and time 
of recollection. She will consider to change the place of her 
ministry, so we will try our best to prepare a time of 
thanksgiving of her 12 years among us, and good farewell 
after summer holidays. Please, let us remember her in our 
prayers.  

THURSDAY 
 12-04-2018 

12.00 noon NO MASS!!! NO MASS!!! NO MASS!!! 

Saturday 14-04-2018 
VIGIL MASS of 

SUNDAY 

 
6.00 pm 

  
For all Parishioners 

 

Acts 3: 13-15, 17-19; 
Psalm - 4; 

1 John 2: 1-5a; 
Luke 24: 35-48; 

 

 



‘Humanae Vitae’ and the 

‘Chemical Corset’ 

 
  Let us mark this 50th Anniversary of 

publishing the Encyclical Letter 

‘Humanae Vitae’ by Pope Paul VI, 

through some more knowledge about this 

prophetic document. 

    While the early Christians set 

themselves apart in their reverence for the 

body and for the spousal one-flesh union as 

a sign of Christ’s unconditional love for his 

Church, those who embrace the chemical 

corset scorn, perhaps unthinkingly, the 

body’s limits and the sacrifices that come with marriage and family life. 
 

  Imagine the birth-control pill as a “chemical corset” that controls and reshapes a woman’s body so that it 

operates like a man’s. 

  It’s a strange, unsettling image, worthy of a feminist-inspired dystopian novel or film. In fact, when this 

chemical corset was first approved by the Food and Drug Administration in 1960, its arrival was heralded as a 

milestone of sorts. “It was the first medicine ever designed to be taken regularly by people who were not 

sick,” noted Time magazine. 

  Nevertheless, oral contraceptives were successfully marketed as a precondition for personal freedom, 

liberating women from the burden of fertility. And, today, artificial birth control and the various moral, political and 

legal arguments employed to justify its use are deeply entrenched in the culture. 

  Indeed, what’s even more disturbing is that artificial contraception use is so widespread, including among 

Catholics, that moral resistance seems at times impossible, even for some at the highest levels of the Church. A half-

century after the release of Pope Paul VI’s ground-breaking encyclical, Humanae Vitae (The Regulation of Birth), 

the Vatican has commissioned a high-level review of the internal Church debate that preceded the encyclical’s 

release, and the encyclical’s supporters fear it will be consigned to the dustbin of history. 

  From the start, Humanae Vitae was greeted with considerable derision. Influential theologians argued that its 

endorsement of Christianity’s long-standing prohibition of contraception would undermine the Church’s credibility 

with the lay faithful, many of whom had begun to use artificial contraceptives in spite of Church teaching. This year, 

that line of argument will likely get more traction as the Vatican prepares for the upcoming Synod of Bishops on 

Youth scheduled for October. Last month, a “pre-synodal report,” which summarized the views of young 

participants in a wide-ranging Holy See-facilitated discussion, confirmed that Catholic teaching on contraception 

still sparks controversy. 

    No doubt, this is partly the legacy of a flawed catechetical effort that has largely ignored Humanae Vitae. It is also 

a poignant reminder that young Catholics have inherited a world transformed by the logic of the chemical corset. 

  But it is worth noting that the pre-synodal report also made clear that many participants embraced the 

Church’s teachings as “a source of joy” and urged the Church to “proclaim them with greater depth of teaching.” 

  What are we to make of this pivotal time and the mixed messages from the young? 

  This “is a very difficult but also very promising moment: difficult, because the language of Catholic moral 

wisdom is alien to many young people, who often leave the Church without ever really encountering her,” observed 

Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia in an April 4 address at The Catholic University of America that marked 

the 50th anniversary of the 1968 papal encyclical. He continued that it was “promising, because the most awake of 

those same young people want something better and more enduring than the emptiness and noise they now have.” 

  Archbishop Chaput introduced the image of the chemical corset — a term he heard from a friend, who is a 

wife and mother with an ironic humour — as he headlined a major conference, “Humanae Vitae (1968-2018): 

Embracing God’s Vision for Marriage, Love and Life.” The gathering brought together leading theologians and 

physicians, natural family planning specialists and legal scholars in a rousing celebration of the prophetic witness to 

the hidden dangers of artificial contraception and the healing power of Catholic teaching on marriage by Pope Paul 

VI, who is soon to be canonized (see related commentary). And while many active Catholics are familiar with Pope 

Paul VI’s foresight that artificial contraception would harm marriage and lessen the dignity of women, Archbishop 

Chaput observed that the adoption of the chemical corset has also tainted modern Christianity, shaking believers’ 

faith in God and in the gift of his creation. 

  In contrast, early Christians set themselves apart from the dominant pagan culture, rejecting all threats to 

nascent human life, including contraception, abortion and infanticide. 
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These distinctive practices persisted into the modern world but had not yet tainted Christianity. Then, in 1930, the 

Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops determined that contraception could be permitted in certain cases “where 

there is such a clearly felt moral obligation to limit or avoid parenthood and where there is a morally sound reason 

for avoiding complete abstinence.” 

  But, over time, noted Archbishop Chaput, the entire teaching on contraception was reversed by many, and 

“reformers” employed similar arguments to modify or upend bans on abortion, premarital sex and homosexual 

relations. 

  As other Christian churches followed the Anglicans’ lead, the ensuing moral vacuum fostered the creation of 

“a new religion,” with its own distinctive social and 

sexual practices. While the early Christians set 

themselves apart in their reverence for the body and for 

the spousal one-flesh union as a sign of Christ’s 

unconditional love for his Church, those who embrace 

the chemical corset scorn, perhaps unthinkingly, the 

body’s limits and the sacrifices that come with marriage 

and family life. 

  “Much of the moral conflict, broken family life, 

social unravelling and gender confusion that seems so 

common today stems — directly or more subtly — from 

our disordered attitudes toward creation and our appetite 

to master, reshape and even deform nature to our wills,” 

said Archbishop Chaput. The fractured, angry state of 

American culture surely vindicates Humanae Vitae and 

its dire predictions. But the encyclical was even more 

ambitious, for it sought to advance a holistic vision of 

life and of married love, anchored in a profound respect 

for the dignity of the human person, body and soul. 

Further, the sacrifices that accompany marriage, including periodic abstinence to regulate births, are part of the 

Creator’s plan. The sacrifices can be painful, but we are called to embrace them with a glad heart, not to sweep them 

aside as a threat to our freedom. 

  Yes, the Catholic Church has failed to effectively transmit this difficult teaching in the face of an all-out 

assault on human dignity and God’s plan for sexuality. But that does not mean we should give up now. And it does 

not justify a repudiation of the teaching by Church authority, a move that will inevitably provoke a review of other 

inconvenient moral teachings. 

  The steady drumbeat of dissent, said Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, then-prefect of the Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith, confers “the aura of morality upon changed norms of behaviour.” But it is nothing less than “a 

surrender of moral integrity.” 

  Cardinal Ratzinger issued this judgment 30 years ago, well before Catholics had begun to challenge Church 

teaching on same-sex “marriage” or questioned the ban on so-called sex reassignment surgery for people with 

gender dysphoria. And only the most prophetic of voices will correctly predict the future distortions first ushered in 

by the chemical corset. Nevertheless, the very first Christians have taught the faithful what they must do as they 

navigate this world and as they accompany the young on their journey. 

       “Our mission now, as always,” said Archbishop Chaput, “is not to surrender to the world as it is, but to feed and 

ennoble the deepest yearnings of the world — and thereby to lead it to Jesus Christ and his true freedom and joy.” 

Saturday, 28 April, 10:00-4:00 - St John’s Cathedral (Discovery Centre) 
  LITURGY MATTERS – a workshop day hosted by the Society of Saint 

Gregory (SSG) with talks, liturgies (Morning Prayer and Mass) and practical 
workshops.  The day has a particular focus on planning and preparing for Mass, 
exploring what is needed for a truly worthy celebration.  Afternoon workshops 
include Singing & Music to accompany the Liturgy (for anyone singing or playing 
at Mass); Preparing the Liturgy; Exploring the Texts. 
  All are welcome, members and non-members alike, particularly anyone 
involved in parish ministry.  The cost is £10 per person (bring your own packed 
lunch).  Places should be booked no later than 7 days before the event. 
  For further details,  please see the poster & booking form on the 
noticeboards at St Swithun’s and Our Lady of Lourdes, and/or contact Mo Griffiths 
(St Swithun’s) – mogriffiths@hotmail.co.uk or 023 9273 7599 | 07503 152972 
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  ROSARY ON THE COAST: Sunday 29 April 2018 at 

3pm. This is an initiative of the Lay Faithful across the British 

Isles inviting the faithful of our nations, with the support of our 

clergy and Bishops, to a Day of Prayer for Life. 

 Our Bishop has written:  

  I am happy to support your initiative. Thank you 
for this important witness to the Truth of faith in Christ 
and to the power of prayer which by God’s grace will 
surely bring much goodness.  
  Our culture is facing so many challenges at this 
moment, not least to the sound values that underpin our 
family and social life. May Mary’s prayers win our land 
back to the Lord.  
  May God bless this work and bring it to a good 

outcome. In Corde Iesu + Philip 
WE’LL MEET NEARBY SOUTHSEA CASTLE - ON THE SIDE OF Fountain -  

all ARE VERY WELCOME!!! 
 

  The next Ascent Group Meeting is on St George’s Day April the 23rd from 2-15 pm in the 
Church Hall. The guest Speaker on this occasion will 
be Dr John Steadman from Portsmouth History Centre 
who will speak on ‘Famous People connected with 
Portsmouth’.  
  At the last Ascent meeting in March a sum of 
£190 was donated to the SPUC after their 2018 
Campaign Tour talk. Their talk was most factually 
enlightening on their battle to save babies from 
abortion. To all those who attended and donated to this most worthy cause thank you immensely! 

 

  BEACON PROJECT - The next meeting is 
16th April at 7:30PM in St Swithun's Hall for 
praise and worship and a time of prayer for our 
upcoming Discovering Christ pilot.  
  If you haven't signed up yet for 
the Discovering Christ pilot starting in April, 
please send an email 
to: coreteam@beaconprojectportsmouth.org.uk t
o register. Please feel free to pass this information 

on to anyone you would like to invite. Here are the dates: 
 

1: What is the Meaning of Life?          23rd April, 7-9:30PM 
2: Why Does Jesus Matter?                30th April, 7-9:30PM 
3: What Does Jesus Want Us To Know?    7th May, 7-9:30PM 
4: Why Do I Need a Saviour?                    14th May, 7-9:30PM 
5: Why is the Resurrection Important?        21st May, 7-9:30PM 
RETREAT: 26th May (Saturday), 9 AM -3 PM (to be confirmed) 
      6: Who is the Holy Spirit?  
                7: The Holy Spirit and You! 
8: New Life in the Spirit                             4th June, 7-9:30PM 
9: Our Need for the Church                        11th June, 7-9:30PM 
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Share the Journey - a conference on refugees 

  "Responding to Pope Francis's and Caritas Internationalis call to "Share the Journey", CAFOD and 

Caritas Diocese of Portsmouth are co-sponsoring a conference on refugees on the 12th May in St Edward the 

Confessor Church in Chandlers Ford. The conference will also be entitled "Share the Journey" so come along 

and see what we can practically do as a diocese to assist refugees including coming together as parishes to 

sponsor and house refugee families. More information and registration at https://goo.gl/22tgLY or contact 

kgallagher@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

  MY DEAR PARISHIONERS, FRIENDS, BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
IN CHRIST - Thank You for all your signs of your love and sympathy – all 
your prayers, Easter cards, gifts, donations, good words, smiles. The words 
can’t express my gratitude and thanksgiving to You, for everything You do 
for our Parish, for our two churches, for our community, and all those who, 
are in need of your merciful hearts. I’m very lucky to be a Parish priest among 

You. THANK YOU, so, so MUCH! Fr Marcin 
 

  Are you celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th or anniversary over 60 years? If so Bishop Philip would 

like to invite you to a Mass of celebration. This will take place at St Bede’s Church in Basingstoke on 

Saturday 30th June 2018. It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and witness to Marriage. If you would like to 

come, please visit the Cathedral website http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/anniversaries/  and complete the 

on-line form, Or send an email to anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Please note this address is not 

monitored daily and you may have to wait for a reply, so please be patient. If you do not have access to the 

internet, please contact your Parish office, who will have the form you need to complete.  

  To help celebrate the occasion please could you provide a COPY of your Wedding photograph, you can 

upload it when you complete the form online. Alternatively scan and send via email to above email address. 

  Again if you have no access to the internet you can post a COPY along with completed form by post to 

the following address: St Bede’s Parish Office, Popley Way, Basingstoke RG24 9DX  

Please mark envelope Significant Wedding Mass 
 

 

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: David Shields, Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi 

Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, 

Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret 

Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, 

Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. 

    And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 8th April: Siom Urwin, Claire Crombie, Herbert Ward, Mary Jane Cronin, 

Jack Griffin, Agnes McEroy, Harry Newton, Susan Milliam, Catherine Boon, Hubert George Sanford, Anthony Ryan, Sheila Rose 

Clark, Lilian Field, Patricia Lord, William James Hadaway, William Lythgoe, William Henry Williams, Sr Mary Venantius, Alfred 

Gouder, Lily Maguire, Ronald Proctor, Isabelle Hay, Timothy Cashin, Sydney James, Thomas Ahern, Edward Henry Long-Collins, 

Dick Dykes, Paulus Chapman, Mary McCabe, James Dunne, Patrick O'Brien, Daniel Connor, Patricia Rose, Rosa Gill, Robert 

Rennie Aitken, Ada Hedley and Ronald George Ellis. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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