
 
  Today, in the Liturgy of the Word we can read the Passion of the Lord according to St. Mark and we 
hear a testimony that leaves us aghast: «Truly, this man was the Son of God» (Jn 15:39). The evangelist is 
very careful to place these words in the mouth of a roman centurion that, utterly astounded, had seen another 
crucifixion of the many he might have had to bear witness of, by living in a foreign and subjugated country.  
  It is difficult to wonder what that centurion must have seen in That face —hardly human— so as to say 
such words so openly. One way or other, he probably discerned that innocent expression on his face, of 
someone forsaken and maybe betrayed because of unspeakable interests; or maybe someone who was the 
object of an injustice amid an unfair society; someone who keeps quiet, suffers, and mysteriously, takes all the 
corporal punishment inflicted on him. He might even feel he was cooperating with an injustice in front of 
which he does not dare to do anything to oppose it, as so many others who simply wash their hands before the 
problems of others. 
  The image of that roman captain is the image of Mankind that merely contemplates but does nothing. It 
is also the profession of faith of a pagan. Jesus dying alone, innocent, beaten, forsaken but trusting at the same 
time, with a profound realization of his mission, and with the “remainders of love” the blows have left in his 
body. 
  However, when he entered in Jerusalem, He has been acclaimed as He who comes in the name of the 
Lord! (cf. Mk 11:9). Our today's applause is not of an eager and ignorant expectation, as it was the case with 
the people of Jerusalem. Our applause is for Who has already gone through the nightmare of his total 
surrender and has come victorious out of it. «It is necessary that we spread out before Christ, rather than 
boosting soulless tunics, branches or sprouts of plants, common things that, after pleasing to the eye for a 
short while, they shrivel up and die; we must spread out after we have been covered by his grace» (St. Andrew 
of Crete). 
 
   

  GIFT AID ENVELOPES 2018: These 
will be available to be collected this and the 
next weekend.  
  DEAREST PARISHIONERS -  
  Gift Aid is an important source of 
income for the Parish and we can claim a 
considerable sum from the government on 
all donations by UK taxpayers. If you 
would like to join the scheme, please let 
know our Secretary Kathleen Jones or Denis Hartnett.  A big thank you to all 
involved as the tax we can reclaim is a great help to the parish. 
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SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS HOLY WEEK: 
 

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY from 9.30am to 

9.55am at St Swithun’s;  

 

TUESDAY: during showing the film ‘The Pasion of 

the Christ’ - from 8.00pm to 10.pm at St Swithun’s; 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: during the Watching at 

The Altar of Repose from 9.00pm to 10pm & from 

11.00pm to Midnight at St Swithun’s; 

 

GOOD FRIDAY: during the Watching at the Tomb 

of Jesus Christ from 9.00pm to 11.00pm at St 

Swithun’s; 
 

  No one likes going to confession! We all find it very 
difficult, but please don’t put it off. Even if you have been 
away from the sacrament for years…. DON‘T WORRY! I 
will help you through and remind you of what you need 
to say. You will not be judged, only forgiven. It won’t be 

as bad as you think!                   Fr Marcin 

 

 



                   WE WILL SHOW FILM: The Passion of The Christ  

(by Mel Gibson) in prayerful way 

of the Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament. St Pope John Paul II 

said, that this film should be 

watched on the knees – let’s 

experience this together before 

we’ll start Triduum Sacrum. All 

over 18 years old are very welcome 

at St Swithun’s Church on 

TUESDAY of HOLY WEEK 

(27
th

 March) at 7.45 pm (126 

minutes) - we’ll watch the film in 

the presence of the exposed 

Blessed Sacrament. We have 

experience this prayerful 

meditation of the Passion of Jesus Christ last year, and as many of You have said - this is one of the way, which 

is so meaningful and unforgettable to be prepared to celebrate the Holy Week and Easter Triduum.   

Come and join us on Sunday 8th April at 3 o’clock at St Swithun’s Church, to 
celebrate Mercy Sunday. There will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 

Reflections on St Faustina’s Diary, Three o’clock prayers and Benediction. Please, 
remember that the Novena prayers before Divine Mercy Sunday starts on Good 

Friday, and the prayers we can find, for example here: 
http://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/novena.php 

  
  To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Pope Paul VI encyclical 'Humanae Vitae', our Lenten 

charity for 2018 will be dedicated to aiding parishioners (young women, engaged and married 

couples) to discover more about the innate dignity of their bodies and the gift of fertility 

through Natural Family Planning (NFP). 

  The Creighton Model FertilityCare system is a method of NFP which is very effective in 

achieving or avoiding pregnancy using standardised observations seen during a woman's 

monthly cycle. These same observations can be used to detect gynaecological abnormalities 

and infertility, if present, which can then be treated using NaproTechnology - a new science 

providing medical and surgical treatments which cooperate with and restore natural human 

physiology and sustain procreative potential.  

  For this mission, we would like to support our parishioner Dr Amanda Buadi to travel to 

the Pope Paul VI institute in the USA to be trained in NaproTechnology. 

  For more information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda on 07546 

382 538 or email info@whollynaturalfertility.com  

 

 

http://www.thedivinemercy.org/message/devotions/novena.php
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   ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 

 



DAY OF THE 
WEEK 

TIME INTENTION OF  
THE  HOLY MASS 

FEASTS & MEMORIALS 
of the Holy Liturgy 

Readings of  
a day 

PALM SUNDAY 

 25-03-2018 
8.30 am 
10.15am 
 
1.00 pm 

+ Carmelo Galea RIP 
+ Manuel & Liby Braz; Nazareth & 
Candida Braz; Maria Otermin & Family  
Mass in Polish: + Irena Ptak RIP 

 

Mark 12, 12-16; 
Isaiah 50: 4-7; 

Psalm 21; 
Philippians 2: 6-11; 
MARK 14: 1-15:47; 

 
MONDAY of 
HOLY WEEK 

26-03-2018 

 
9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am  

 
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ WT Lawlor RIP & Family 
We pray the Rosary 

 

 
Isaiah 42: 1-7; 

Psalm 26; 
John 12: 1-11; 

 
TUESDAY of 
HOLY WEEK 

27-03-2018 

11.00am 
 
 

7.00 pm 
 

The Chrism Mass in Portsmouth 

Catholic Cathedral 
 
+ William John Geary RIP 

 

  
Isaiah 49: 1-6; 

Psalm 70; 
John 13: 21-33, 36-38; 

 
WEDNESDAY 

of HOLY WEEK 
28-03-2018 

 
9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am  

 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

For Amanda’s intentions 
We pray the Rosary 

 

 
Isaiah 50: 4-9a; 

Psalm 68; 
Matthew 26: 14-25; 

 
MAUNDY 

THURSDAY  
29-03-2018 

 
7.00pm 

 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
with the washing of feet, followed by 
Watching at the Altar of Repose until 
Midnight. 
  

 
Exodus 12: 1-8, 11-14 

Psalm 115; 
1Corinthian 11:23-26 

John 13: 1-15; 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
30-03-2018 

10.00am 
 

11.15am 
 
 

 

3.00pm 
 

The Stations of the Cross 
 
The Stations of the Cross (in Polish) 
 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
followed by Watching at the Tomb 
of The Lord until Midnight  

 
Isaiah 52: 13-53: 12; 

Psalm 30; 
Hebr 4:14-16;5:7-9 
Passion according 
to St John 18: 1-19: 

42; 

HOLY 
SATURDAY  
31-03-2018 

11.00am 
& 

12 noon 
 

8.00pm 

Blessing of Food for Easter 
Breakfast 

 
 

THE EASTER VIGIL MASS 

 

 
 
 

Special LITURGY 
of THE LORD 

EASTER 
SUNDAY  OF 

THE 
RESURRECTION 

OF THE LORD 

 01-04-2018 

 
10.30am 
 
12 noon 

 
+ Rita Vella RIP 
 
Mass in Polish: Foe Ewa & Janusz for 
the eternal life and joining the Family 

 

 
Acts 10: 34, 37-43; 

Psalm 117; 
Colossians 3: 1-4; 

John 20: 1-9; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
 

EASTER 
SUNDAY 
01-04-2018 

 

 
9.00am 

 

 
+ Margaret Darby RIP 

 

 
Acts 10: 34, 37-43; 

Psalm 117; 
Colossians 3: 1-4; 

John 20: 1-9; 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount was: 

£1114.66 (60.2% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory 
make the life and work of the Parish possible. 
THIS WEEKEND: Second Collection for flowers and decorations for the Holy Week & Easter. 
  NEXT WEEKEND: It will be the first weekend of the month - please support our mission 
towards the homeless people. If You do prefer to bring any goods, please this time support them 
with the shaving staff, perfumes and waters or balsams after shave (they going to start their work 
soon) and coffee, chocolate & tea, please. AND THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! 
 

HOLY PLACES COLLECTION: on Good Friday for the upkeep of the Holy Places 
of the Holy Land entrusted by the Pope to the custody of the Franciscans. 

 



HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING on TUESDAYS -  
will be renewed in April 24th 2018. 

 

Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 5th March 2018 at 7.30pm in St Swithun's 

Church. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME! Come and join us as we begin something NEW! 

  as we prepare to run a pilot after Easter of the first series in the process: Discovering Christ. 

 

This Pastoral Year 2017-2018 our Baptismal Preparation Course includes 3 meetings: The 
Next and the last meeting will be held on Saturday 7th April at 11.00am -  
      

  ALL those, who plan to become Catholic this year on Easter Vigil, please 
remember to attend the next meetings will be held on 29TH March, at 5.30pm. 

 
  Are you celebrating a 25th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th or anniversary over 60 years? If so Bishop Philip would 

like to invite you to a Mass of celebration. This will take place at St Bede’s Church in Basingstoke on 

Saturday 30th June 2018. It is a wonderful occasion to celebrate and witness to Marriage. If you would like to 

come, please visit the Cathedral website http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/anniversaries/  and complete the 

on-line form, Or send an email to anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Please note this address is not 

monitored daily and you may have to wait for a reply, so please be patient. If you do not have access to the 

internet, please contact your Parish office, who will have the form you need to complete.  

  To help celebrate the occasion please could you provide a COPY of your Wedding photograph, you can 

upload it when you complete the form online. Alternatively scan and send via email to above email address. 

  Again if you have no access to the internet you can post a COPY along with completed form by post to 

the following address: St Bede’s Parish Office, Popley Way, Basingstoke RG24 9DX  

Please mark envelope Significant Wedding Mass 
 

  ROSARY ON THE COAST: Sunday 29 April 2018 at 3pm. This is 

an initiative of the Lay Faithful across the British Isles inviting the faithful of our       

nations, with the support of our clergy and Bishops, to a Day of Prayer for Life. 

 Our Bishop has written:  

  I am happy to support your initiative. Thank you for this important 
witness to the Truth of faith in Christ and to the power of prayer which by 
God’s grace will surely bring much goodness.  
  Our culture is facing so many challenges at this moment, not least to 
the sound values that underpin our family and social life. May Mary’s 
prayers win our land back to the Lord.  
  May God bless this work and bring it to a good outcome. In Corde 
Iesu + Philip 

  
  UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FAITH AND LIFE: “What can I do about climate change? Let's get some tips from 
Pope Francis"  at 1830 on Tue 27 March in the Nuffield Centre led by Angela. Refreshments available. All welcome.  
 

 ADOREMUS PREPARATION DAY: on Sat 5 May from 0930-1630 at the New   Theatre Royal 

concluding with Mass here at 1530. There will be workshops on the Eucharist with talks from Pippa Baker, Fr 

Stephen Wang and Bishop Philip with music by Youth 2000. It’s a free event and open to peoples of all faiths 

or no faith. To attend email congress@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. It’s part of our diocesan preparation for the 

National Eucharistic Congress which takes place in Liverpool from September 7-9.  
 

   Called and Gifted is coming to our parish soon. This is a process that 
has been running for 3 years around the diocese. It is about helping you 
discover the particular ways that God wants you to love and serve other 
people, in your everyday life.     We have each been given particular gifts 
or charisms when we were baptised and Called and Gifted helps you 
discover your own special gifts.   You can read much more on the diocese 
website www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/calledandgifted  We will start 

 

 

http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/anniversaries/
mailto:anniversaries@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/calledandgifted


the process on Saturday 12th May 10.00am - 5.30pm in St Swithun’s parish hall, when members of the Called 
and Gifted team will come to talk and lead discussion. They will also bring a questionnaire that helps you start 
to work out what your gifts might be. I think this will be a wonderful opportunity to help us develop ourselves 
as active Catholics, looking outwards, and I am looking forward to attending the day myself. 
  The first stage is a teaching day. It explains the Church’s teaching on the role of the laity and the parish in the 

mission of the Church to the world. It discusses the critical role of charisms in our life and service of others, and the signs 

and characteristics of 23 common charisms. This usually takes place on a Saturday, between about 11am and 5.30pm in a 

parish. 

  The second stage is a private discernment Conversation with a trained member of the team, which will help you 

recognise patterns in your life that might indicate the presence of a charism. 

  The third stage is meeting three times in a small discernment group, following a process to look in detail at using 

one charism in your everyday life. Usually there about 5 people in the group.  All parishioners will then meet together at 

the end, with their parish priest and perhaps members of a Parish Council or Evangelisation Strategy Team, to share 

experiences and confirmed charisms, and look at how the community can support each person in using their charisms in 

their everyday life as well as for the mission of the Church.  

 

    Please, accept my Easter Card for You with a sincere Best Wishes with 

a joy that Jesus Christ is Risen, for You and all your Family members. And as 

I have said before Christmas - I’m aware, that Easter Collection is offered to 

the priests, as a sign of thanksgiving for their ministry and work. I thank You 

for that from the depth of my heart - but also, please always remember that in 

today’s difficult time your members of the family are 

much more important, so first be sure, that all of 

them feel your kindness and generosity towards 

them. I feel your support in my work almost every 

day, and I’m very grateful for any prayer, the Holy 

Mass in my intention, your help for our parish, and 

for your smile and readiness to follow Jesus Christ 

for good and for bad. Also, I would like to ask You in these days to show your sympathy and 

support of the ministry of our Diocesan’s Shepherd – Bishop Philip. If you are willing to send 

him your blessed wishes for this special time – here is his address: His Excellency  

BISHOP PHILIP EGAN, Bishop's House, Bishop Crispian Way, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 3HG. 

 

  Dear ALL - thank You so much for all your prayers and support 

for our mission for the homeless. I'm delighted to let You know, that I 

came back safe, and by myself.  

  Alan & Waldemar stayed in Poland and are going through some 

reconciliation time. As You can imagine, it is not easy for both sides 

after over 12 years complete separation, but 'for God nothing is 

impossible', so I would like to beg You, please continue your trustful 

prayers.  

  Thank You again for your help, and please remember - next 

weekend is the first weekend of the month, so we try to support our homeless. please this time support 

them with the shaving staff, perfumes and waters or balsams after shave (they going to start their work 

soon) and coffee, chocolate & tea, please. AND THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! 

  

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Bob Guy, Ms Sini Chacko, Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, 

Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, Rory 

McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret 

Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, 

Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

   And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 18th March: Please pray for: Benedict McCreesh, Albert Langford, Mary Herra, 

Walter Harry Ferbrache, William Walsh, Robert Forrester, Mary Margaret Cecilia Grant, Frank Short, Michael Power, Edward Marks, Ernest Japler, John 

O'Driscoll, Gladys Minnie O'Hara, Thomas Pearson, Ethel Pharo, William Parsons, Mary Comber, Sydney Tynan, Violet Querstret, Adeodata Andrews, 

Lilian da Silva, Patricia Rose Andow, John Molloy, Johanna O'Callaghan, Sheila McCaughey, Mary Simpson, Catherine Capon, Bro. David Poulten FSC, 

John Cogher, Bernard Duffy, George Crook, Phyllis Foster and Isabel Clabburn..   
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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