
 
 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 
  Today, the liturgy offers us an advanced flagrance of true Pascal joy. The ornaments of the Celebrant 

are pink. It is "laetare" Sunday inviting us to a serene joy. «Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, 

all you that love her...», says the antiphon of the introit sung today.  

  God wants us to be happy. The most elementary psychology tells us that a person who does not enjoy 

life ends up sick, both in body and spirit. However, our joy must be well founded; it must be the expression 

of serenity given by a full meaningful life. Otherwise, it would degenerate into superficiality and silliness. 

St. Teresa, most accurately, distinguished between "holy joy" and a "foolish joy". The latter is only 

external; it lasts very little and leaves a bitter aftertaste. 

  Our life of faith is going through difficult times. But they are also thrilling times. To a certain extent, 

we may experience the Babylon exile sung by the psalm. Yes, we can also live an exile experience 

«mourning and weeping when we remembered Zion…» (Ps 137:1). Our external problems and, most of all, 

our sins, may take us by the rivers of Babylon. However, there still is room for hope and God keeps telling 

us: «May my tongue stick to my palate if I do not remember you…» (Ps 137:6). 

  We can always rejoice for God loves us so much that He «gave us his only Son» (Jn 3:16). Soon 

enough we shall join this only Son in his walk to death and resurrection. We shall contemplate the love of 

He who loves us so much as to die for us, for you and me. And we shall fill our heart with love and "will 

look upon him whom they have pierced" (cf. Jn 19:37), and, inside us, there will grow such a great joy that 

nobody will be able to remove it from us. 

  The true joy that enlightens our life does not come from our own effort. St. Paul reminds us that: 

thanks may be given by many on our behalf for the gift granted us (Col 1:11). Let God loves us and let us 

love Him, and our joy will be greater next Easter and all our life, too. And let us not forget to let God come 

closer to be regenerated by Him through a good confession before Easter. 

11TH MARCH 2018 

 

 

 



 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends 

 Today, please look at the fourth part of my 

thoughts based on the theology of the body - one of the 

most amazing look at the sensuality, marriage, 

sexuality, close relationships. Please, pray for me and 

all those who read this. 

         "Wives should be subject to their husbands as to 

the Lord" [Ef 5, 22]. This sentence taken out of context 

is teasing us. St. Paul teaches that husband and wife 

are to be subjected to Christ, and through him also to 

each other. It is a great ideal. John Paul II believes 

marriage to be a "primordial" sacrament.  

  To be subject to each other 

  The theology of the body is a catechetical project 

of John Paul II, whose aim is to show the beauty of 

human love, sexuality, marriage. The Pope has 

repeatedly returned to several biblical texts. In the 

Word of God, he is looking for the light. The theology 

of the body, in fact, is the most comprehensive, so far; 

the response of the Church to the sexual revolution. 

The main thrust of papal teaching: "body language" of 

man and woman can and should be a place of 

communication, of the revelation of God's love. We 

have had just three lessons. Short recall:  In the first 

part we went back as suggested by the Lord Jesus to 

"the beginning". It was an attempt to read God's idea of 

masculinity / femininity.  Our biblical parents, Adam 

and Eve before the fall, were free from shame, rejoicing 

together in a reciprocal gift - a symbolic image of 

"God’s programme", which was to give human 

happiness.  However, things turned out differently. The 

weakest link in God's original plan was freedom. It is 

because of freedom that sin entered. 

  The man rejected the logic of the gift and 

replaced it with the logic of demands, of fighting for 

himself and what he wanted. The endowment system 

turned into a system of appropriation. The consequence 

of that sin of rejection is lust, which strongly interferes 

with gender relations, destroys the harmony of the body 

and spirit.  The sacramental and spousal meaning of 

the body has been obscured, weakened. Since then, the 

human heart is in a constant struggle between lust and 

love. This is our story so far. This week’s meditation 

will be devoted to the extraordinary biblical analogy: 

love between man and woman as compared to God's 

love for His people and love of Christ for the Church. 

This is what is said in the famous text of St. Paul on 

marriage in his Letter to the Ephesians (5, 21-33). 

It is intended to be read during the wedding, but 

quite rarely chosen. This piece requires a living faith, 

sometimes misunderstood, irritating the modern 

mentality. St. Paul, comparing the relationship of 

husband to wife with the love between Christ and the 

Church is not an innovation. It is a continuation of 

the beautiful biblical tradition, which equates love of 

God for His people to the love of bridegroom for his 

bride. Since God is love (communion, unity of 

people), we cannot separate the truth from the 

experience of human love, the relationship between 

man and woman. In many catechesis Pope John Paul 

II shows us the full depth of this relationship to the 

truth. It is not just about verbal analogy, a metaphor.  

Love, any love, but especially between married 

couples, must have a relationship with God, with 

Christ. The love of God is the source and the highest 

ideal of human love. 

  If this association runs out, human love runs 

out of "fuel" in the burning fire of desire. Sooner or 

later it becomes an empty shell, a caricature of the 

love that we desire. And we indeed are not looking 

for miserable fakes, but something authentic, 

original. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The primordial sacrament 

  To understand the text of St. Paul to the 

Ephesians, one must recall the "nuptial" threads of 

the Old Testament. The words "bridegroom" / 

"bride" today sound archaic, but what to replace 

them with? "Lover" / "paramour" are associated with 

extramarital relationship. "Husband" / "wife" sounds 

too formal. So what? "Mate" and "partner"?  This 

fatally reminds us of the denial of the sacred  

 

 



dimension of marriage. What happened to our world 

that even in our language we lack words that can 

express authentic, original love - hot, passionate, 

sensual, and yet pure, divine, beautiful? We have no 

choice but to stick to the words "bridegroom" and 

"bride". The Old Testament prophets repeatedly 

reached for the image of conjugal love. God is the 

bridegroom in love with His bride, which is Israel, the 

chosen people. The bride often turns out to be 

unfaithful.  Sin, especially the sin of idolatry (worship 

of other gods) is compared to adultery, infidelity. The 

Bridegroom (God), never ceases to love his "women". 

Two examples: "For your Creator is your husband, the 

Lord of Hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel is 

your redeemer, and he is called God of the whole 

world. Yes, Yahweh has called you back like a 

forsaken, grief-stricken wife, like the repudiated wife of 

his youth, says your God."(Isaiah 54, 5-7). "Like a 

young man marrying a virgin, your Maker will wed 

you, and as the bridegroom rejoices in his bride, 

so will your God rejoice in you." (Isaiah 62.5). The 

core here is the truth about how much God loves us. 

This love is not just something formal, cold and official. 

Every sin is not only a violation of the provision.  It is 

the breaking of the covenant, of that close relationship; 

it is the rejection, trampling, and injury of love. This 

can be understood only by someone who knows how 

much rejected love hurts. The thing is to discover and 

believe that love between a man and a woman (in all its 

dimensions: emotions, senses, mind and body) has a 

deep relationship with the essence of God, who is love. 

That's why John Paul II does not hesitate to call 

marriage a "primordial" sacrament. Primordial, 

because it was built before the Church.  Before any 

baptism, and before the Eucharist (the largest, most 

holy sacrament), there was Adam and Eve. Their love 

was from the beginning! Human love is inscribed in the 

order of creation, from the first moment of human 

existence. Human love is the first, oldest "sacrament" 

(trademark, image) of God's love. This truth changes 

our thinking both about God and about human love 

(and the body!). God is not "just" the Father, the Great 

Parent.    

  He is "The” Beloved One who loves passionately, 

with the heat of passion. To live, all of us want to be 

loved not only by our father and mother, but also by 

our groom / bride. Is this not what almost all poetry, 

art, music is saying? There is a yearning for perfect 

love enabling people to achieve the greatest, noblest 

acts, and to make things worse, sometimes even to 

crime. But ultimately at the centre of the heart is a 

hunger, a longing for God, who is Authentic Love.  

  Song of Songs 

  This is an amazing Book. It is in the Bible, but 

there is almost no mention of God. This is a poem, a 

ballad which is celebrating love. Passionate, sensual, 

erotic. In the Jewish and Christian tradition it  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 

accentuates its allegorical meaning, which is seen as 

one big metaphor for the love of God or Christ. 

  John Paul II emphasizes that allegory can 

never impose power over the literal sense. The Song 

of Songs is like God's praise (after all, the Word of 

God!) The beauty of human love. Someone advised 

me recently that priests should not refer married 

couples to this, particularly those whose married life 

is in crisis. It will only irritate them. The Song of 

Songs seems to be too idealistic an image. That's 

correct, it is a downright idyll. But can we blame 

God that He sees the things in His way, which 

means: perfectly? John Paul II believes that the Song 

of Songs is a poetic description of the link between 

Adam and Eve. It's a description of their first love 

still uncontaminated by sin. In other words, the Song 

of Songs is a poetic record of this "initial 

programme" which we were talking about two weeks 

ago. This is erotica undamaged by sin. This is a 

showing of perfect "body language" that is free from 

falsehood, pretence, or deception. The relationship of 

the bridegroom and of the bride should be based on 

mutual giving and not scrambling something from 

each other. That's how it should be! But it is not, and 

we too often realize it in very painful ways. But we 

have to have an ideal, for which we long, and for 

which we are looking. With the comprehensive 

reflection of the Pope on this extraordinary biblical 

book I choose one theme, in my opinion, extravagant. 

Bridegroom says at one point to his beloved: "You 

ravish my heart, my sister, my promised bride" (Song 

of Songs 4, 9). John Paul II reflects on the meaning 

of the word "sister" in the context of sexual love, 

which implies, after all, a different kind of 

relationship. 

 

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6291
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217


  The Pope again returns to the "beginning", that 

is, to Adam and Eve. And he says they were "brother" 

and "sister" in the unity of humanity itself. He does not 

hesitate to declare that "through marriage man and 

woman are in a special way brother and sister to each 

other." It sounds surprising. But if we delve into this 

idea, we find here an important hint, especially for 

men. If a husband will not see in his wife the "sister" in 

humanity, or someone very close, with the proximity 

free of sexual tension, then the spousal love will always 

be vulnerable to contamination of desire. The 

‘brotherly-sisterly’ relationship is the foundation of 

normal spousal relationship. It's a bit shocking, but 

admittedly - revealing. Something to think about. 

  Wife subject to her husband? 

      In the New Testament St. Paul, who knew the 

Jewish tradition well, refers to the topic of spousal love 

for Christ and the Church. I have to quote a long 

passage of St Paul’s argument. It's a beautiful text, 

unfortunately, often interpreted only as the fact that 

wives are to obey their husbands. 

  Some emphasize this, others try to explain that St 

Paul lived in different times and so on. This is a 

misunderstanding. Let us try to quietly read the words 

of the Apostle of Nations, paying particular attention to 

the first sentence. "Be subject to one another out of 

reverence for Christ. Wives should be subject to their 

husbands as to the Lord, since, as Christ is head of the 

Church and saves the whole body, so is a husband the 

head of his wife; and as the Church is subject to Christ, 

so should wives be to their husbands, in everything. 

Husbands should love their wives, just as Christ loved 

the Church and sacrificed himself for her to make her 

holy by washing her in cleansing water with a form of 

words, so that when he took the Church to himself she 

would be glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or 

anything like that, but holy and faultless. In the same 

way, husbands must love their wives as they love  

  

their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him 

to love himself. A man never hates his own body, but 

he feeds it and looks after it; and that is the 

way Christ treats the Church, because we are parts 

of that Body. This is why a man leaves his father and 

mother and becomes attached to his wife, and the two 

become one flesh. This mystery has great 

significance, but I am applying it to Christ and the 

Church."[Ef 5, 21-32]. St. Paul comes from the fact 

that both spouses are to be submissive to one 

another. What's more, "out of reverence for Christ"! 

For Paul, the basic formula of Christian life is the 

phrase "in Christ". Also conjugal love has to be lived 

"in Christ". Note that the husband is to love his wife 

as Christ loved the Church. So a husband must be 

ready to die for love of his beloved one, or to be 

crucified. A wife has to submit to her husband but, of 

course, not to her husband’s violence, domination or 

lust, but a wife should "give” to his love and 

reciprocate the gift of self. Love of the husband for 

his wife and the wife for her husband has the power 

of mutual sanctification. This is the essence of the 

sacrament of marriage. Too high? Too hard? 

Impossible? “This mystery has great significance…" 

- responds St. Paul, aware that the bar is set very 

high. The Greek word "mysterion" means not just 

something mysterious, incomprehensible. Greek 

mysteries were pagan rituals that lead participants to 

unity with the deity. "Mysterion" is translated also as 

a sacrament. Marriage is a mega-mystery and mega-

sacrament. It is probably impossible to fully 

understand, and we probably do not need to. The 

idea is to follow this route. To know that this 

conjugal love, with its beauty and fulfilment, but also 

with the pain of failing, disappointment, crises ... is 

always related to Christ and the Church. To see in 

one’s spouse a sister / a brother in humanity and in 

faith, is to see Christ himself. (To be continued…) 
With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 

 

         OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The 

total amount was: £1324.1 (54,8% Gift Aid). As always, your 
generosity is much appreciated. Your offertory make the life and work of 
the Parish possible. 
 THIS WEEKEND: Second Collection for Clergy Assistance Found 
  GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Due to strict data protection rules it is 

essential on entering hospital to indicate your details or those of your relative 

to be passed on to the Catholic Chaplain. Also state that you or your relative would like the Catholic Chaplain 

to visit you. Chaplains visit the wards during the week and provide an on-call service in case of emergency. 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION:  

MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s; Friday: 6:00 pm to 6:20 at St Swithun’s 

Saturday: 5.30pm - 5.55pm at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Sundays: 8.00am to 8.20am; 12:30 pm to 12:55 pm at St Swithun’s  

and by request 
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http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=7463
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8298
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=8298


PARISH OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND ST SWITHUN 
     Financial summary for year ending 31st August 2017 
     

     

Full Year 
 

Full Year 
   

     

2015/16 
 

2016/17 
 

+ or - Notes 

INCOME 
    

£ 
 

£ 
 

% 

 
       

    Non GA Offertory 
    

21,191 
 

21,331 
 

0.7% 
 GA Offertory 

    
35,347 

 
38,904 

 
10.1% 

 Gift Aid reclaimed 
    

9,508 
 

10,763 
 

13.2% GA - Tax reclaimed from HMRC 

Total offertory 
    

66,046 
 

70,998 
 

7.5% 
 

       
  

 
 Rents received 

    
29,875 

 
31,264 

 
4.6% Increased hall rental charge 

Other receipts 
    

3,353 
 

3,176 
 

-5.3% 
 Total rental & other 

    
33,228 

 
34,440 

 
3.6% 

 
       

  
 

 Fundraising & Interest 
    

1,799 
 

2,468 
 

37.2% Increase in both 

       
  

 
 Total Ordinary Income  

    
101,073 

 
107,906 

 
6.8% Ordinary Income up by 6.8% 

       
  

 
 

Exceptional income 
    

33,169 
 2,986 

 

-91.0% 
Living our faith / insurance 
claim 

     
  

 
  

 

  
 

Total Income   
   

134,242 
 

110,892 

 

-21.1% 
Overall decrease as no LOF 
money in 2017 

       
  

 
 EXPENDITURE 

      
  

 
 Clergy stipend & 

expenses     
17,839 

 
12,606 

 

-29.3% 
Down to one parish priest 

       
  

 
 Staff Costs 

    
23,494 

 
19,150 

 
-18.5% Reduced staff hours 

           

Church Costs 
    

35,210 
 

18,885 
 

-46.4% 
Decreased repair costs (new 
lights in 2016) but increased 
liturgy costs (mass sheets) 

Presbytery/Office Costs 
    

13,269 
 

24,892 
 

87.6% 
Scheduled maintenance, 
insurance works and surveyor 
costs for quinquennial report 

       
  

 
 Hall Costs 

    
25,011 

 
8,343 

 
-66.6% Hall window repairs in 2016 

       
  

 
 Diocesan levy, insurance 

& other costs     
29,831 

 
41,336 

 
38.6% 

Contribution to pastoral youth 
worker & increase in Diocesan 
Levy 

     
  

 
  

 

  

 Total Expenses 
    

144,654 
 

125,212 

 

-13.4% 

             
Total  Deficit 

    

-10,412 
 

-14,320 
 

 
37.5% 

2017 Deficit higher as no living 
our faith funds to pay for 
repairs 

 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES 2017: These will be available to be collected in the next two weekends. DEAREST 
PARISHIONERS - Gift Aid is an important source of income for the Parish and we can claim a 
considerable sum from the government on all donations by UK taxpayers. If you would like to join the 
scheme, please let know our Secretary Kathleen Jones or Denis Hartnett.  A big thank you to all involved 
as the tax we can reclaim is a great help to the parish. 
 



   ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
III SUNDAY OF 

LENT 

 04-03-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

No intention 
+ Noreen Dalton RIP 
Mass in Polish: + Daniel Sopiela RIP 
in 2nd Anniversary of death 

 Exodus 20: 1-17; 
Psalm 18; 

1Corinthians 1:22-25; 
John 2: 13-25; 

MONDAY 
05-03-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Elizabeth Enoch Carrew RIP 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 
of the 3RD Week of Lent 

2 Kings 5: 1-15ab; 
Psalm 41-42; 

Luke 4: 24-30; 

 
TUESDAY 
06-03-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
Requiem Mass of Thomas English RIP  
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

For Slovakia’s Fasmily 

 
of the 3RD Week of Lent 

 Daniel 3: 25, 34-43; 
Psalm 24; 

Matthew 18: 21-35; 

WEDNESDAY  
07-03-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Edith Alice Sarah Wilcox RIP  
We pray the Rosary 

of the 3RD Week of Lent 
 

SS Perpetua & Felicity 

Deuteronomy 4:1,5-9 
Psalm 147; 

Matthew 5: 17-19; 

THURSDAY 
08-03-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

No intention! 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

of the 3RD Week of Lent 
 

St John of God 

Jeremiah 7: 23-28; 
Psalm 94; 

Luke 11: 14-23; 

 
 

FRIDAY 
09-03-2018 

10.00am 
10.30am 

 
 

3.00pm 
6.20pm 
7.00 pm 

+ Joan Teresa Corcoran RIP  
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & 
Morning Stations of the Cross 

HOUR of MERCY 
Evening Stations of the Cross 

For the Holy Souls followed by Stations 
of the Cross in POLISH 

 
of the 3RD Week of Lent  

 
 

St Frances of Rome 

 
 

Hosea 14: 2-10; 
Psalm 80; 

Mark 12: 28-34; 

SATURDAY  
10-03-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

No intention! 
We pray the Rosary 

 
of the 3RD Week of Lent 

Hosea 5: 15-6: 6; 
Psalm 50; 

Luke 18: 9-14; 

IV SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

 11-03-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

Dec of Robinson Family RIP 
+ Mother & Aunt Sarah Ellery RIP 
Mass in Polish:+ Mariusz Iwasieczko 

 2 Chronicles 36:14-
16,19-23 

Psalm136; 
Ephesians 2: 4-10; 

John 3: 14-21; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
THURSDAY 
08-03-2018 

 
12.00noon 

No intention! 
followed with the Stations of the Cross  

 
of the 3RD Week of Lent 

Jeremiah 7: 23-28; 
Psalm 94; 

Luke 11: 14-23; 

SATURDAY 
VIGIL of UNDAY 

 10-03-2018 

 

6.00 pm 
 

For all Parishioners - living and dead 

 

 2 Chronicles 36:14-
16,19-23 

Psalm136; 
Ephesians 2: 4-10; 

John 3: 14-21; 
   

  To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Pope Paul VI encyclical 'Humanae Vitae', our Lenten 

charity for 2018 will be dedicated to aiding parishioners (young women, engaged and married 

couples) to discover more about the innate dignity of their bodies and the gift of fertility through 

Natural Family Planning (NFP). 

  The Creighton Model FertilityCare system is a method of NFP which is very effective in 

achieving or avoiding pregnancy using standardised observations seen during a woman's monthly 

cycle. These same observations can be used to detect gynaecological abnormalities and infertility, if 

present, which can then be treated using NaproTechnology - a new science providing medical and 

surgical treatments which cooperate with and restore natural human physiology and sustain 

procreative potential.  

  For this mission, we would like to support our parishioner Dr Amanda Buadi to travel to the 

Pope Paul VI institute in the USA to be trained in NaproTechnology. 

  For more information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda on 07546 382 

538 or email info@whollynaturalfertility.com  

mailto:info@whollynaturalfertility.com


 At Our Lady of Lourdes’ church (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) -  
on THURSDAYS at 12.30pm (after Mass); 

 ON FRIDAYS at St Swithun’s church: at 10.30am, 6.20pm & at 7.30pm (in 
Polish) & Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament form 10.30am to 6.55pm (at 
3.00pm - HOUR of MERCY) - please put your name on the list for Adoration; 

 ON SUNDAY MASSES - 
REFLECTIONS based on the 
Passion of Jesus Christ 

  Called and Gifted is coming to our parish 
soon. This is a process that has been running 
for 3 years around the diocese. It is about 
helping you discover the particular ways that 
God wants you to love and serve other people, 
in your everyday life.     We have each been 
given particular gifts or charisms when we 

were baptised and Called and Gifted helps you discover your own special 
gifts.   You can read much more on the diocese 
website www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/calledandgifted  We will start the 
process on Saturday 12th May 10.00am - 5.30pm in St Swithun’s parish hall, 
when members of the Called and Gifted team will come to talk and lead 
discussion. They will also bring a questionnaire that helps you start to work 
out what your gifts might be. I think this will be a wonderful opportunity to 
help us develop ourselves as active Catholics, looking outwards, and I am 
looking forward to attending the day myself. 
  The first stage is a teaching day. It explains the Church’s teaching on the role of the laity and the parish in the 

mission of the Church to the world. It discusses the critical role of charisms in our life and service of others, and the signs 

and characteristics of 23 common charisms. This usually takes place on a Saturday, between about 9am and 4.30pm in a 

parish. 

  The second stage is a private discernment Conversation with a trained member of the team, which will help you 

recognise patterns in your life that might indicate the presence of a charism. 

  The third stage is meeting three times in a small discernment group, following a process to look in detail at using 

one charism in your everyday life. Usually there about 5 people in the group.  All parishioners will then meet together at 

the end, with their parish priest and perhaps members of a Parish Council or Evangelisation Strategy Team, to share 

experiences and confirmed charisms, and look at how the community can support each person in using their charisms in 

their everyday life as well as for the mission of the Church.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/calledandgifted


  This Pastoral Year 2017-2018 our Baptismal Preparation Course includes 3 meetings: The Next 
preparation COURSE will be held in Lent 2018 - on Thursdays 8th at 7.30pm, 15th March at 7.00pm and on 
Saturday 7th April at 11.00am - and the Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on Divine Mercy Sunday, 
on 8th April 2018, during the Holy Mass at 10.15am. 
   Please, take the application form from the sacristy, or from the office, or upload from our website. 
Please, do your best to practice your faith before You will apply – attend the Holy Mass on the Lord’s Day 
– which is Sunday. Thank you for your understanding. 
   
  ALL those, who plan to become Catholic this year on Easter Vigil, please remember to 
attend the next meetings will be held on Thursdays 15th March and 29TH March, at 5.30pm. 
 

    HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING on TUESDAYS - ALL are very 
welcome - from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the church hall. The next one on 6th March 2018. Next Dates: 13th 
March. 

   Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 5th March 2018 at 7.30pm in St 

Swithun's Church. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME! Come and join us as we begin something NEW! 

  The Beacon Project was started with "Formation for Mission" in mind. Now is the time for Mission.  

This Monday we start training and preparing to bring the Christlife Evangelization Process to 

Portsmouth. Monday we'll watch the first of five training videos with time for prayer and discussion 

afterwards as we prepare to run a pilot after Easter of the first series in the process: Discovering Christ. 

  Discovering Christ is a seven-week experience where anyone and everyone, from the baptized in 
the pews to the unbaptized, is invited to hear the Good News and personally encounter Jesus Christ. 
Discovering Christ helps people enter into or renew a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, experience 
the love of God the Father, and be empowered by the Holy Spirit to live as God’s children.  

“During Discovering Christ I found the answers to the deeper questions I had 

been asking. I didn't just learn that Jesus loved me and died on the cross for me. I 

actually experienced that love!” – JJ Reed 

  To learn more, watch the Discovering Christ promotional video here: https://youtu.be/n8uOFDlxVJ0  

We hope you will join us as we embark on this exciting new journey together! 

 

 

OUR Parish Cinema shows another beautiful & challenging movie:  

 

 

https://youtu.be/n8uOFDlxVJ0


on Friday 9TH March 2018 at 7.40pm - in St Swithun’s church hall, as always with Coffee 

& tea served - ‘CAPTIVE’ (2015) 

  Legendary director Martin Scorsese’s Silence tells the stunning and “powerful”* 
story of two Christian missionaries (Adam Driver and Oscar® nominee Andrew 
Garfield†) who travel to Japan in search of their missing mentor (Academy Award® 
nominee Liam Neeson††) at a time when Christianity was outlawed. When they are 
captured and imprisoned, both men are plunged into an odyssey that will test their faith, 
challenge their sanity and, perhaps, risk their very lives in this “passionate, harrowing, 
beautiful”** masterpiece.  This is the celebrated director’s 28-year journey to 
bring Shusaku Endo‘s 1966 acclaimed novel to life 

DEMENTIA PRAYER WEEK 12-19 March  

Dementia is a degenerative disease which tends to isolate both the sufferer and the families that surround them. 

Confronted with this condition we naturally feel inadequate. Prayer is one very powerful way of connecting with all 

concerned. Let this Dementia Prayer Week become your link to the many families struggling with dementia.  
  

Loving Father, you are close to the broken hearted.  

Look with compassion on those whose lost memories have robbed them of home and belonging. Comfort and strengthen 

those who care for them. May they make their home in You. This we ask through Christ our Lord.  

www.pastoralcareproject.org.uk  

  

  
BREAKFAST EVENT FOR ENGAGED COUPLES: Sat 17 March at 0915 in the Cathedral Centre with Bishop Philip 
for those looking forward to marriage in 2018. This will conclude at 1145 with a special blessing in the Cathedral.  

  
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS’ BRUNCH: Sun 18 Mar at 1345 in Angela’s flat. Bring along a favourite piece of 

music/poem/prose to share. On Tue 20 March at 1830 Mass will be celebrated in the Chaplaincy for students/staff by Fr 

Phil. 

  
GIFT AID ENVELOPES TODAY: Thank you for using the scheme. It enables us to claim back thousands of pounds 

from the Inland Revenue. Your envelopes will be ready for collection in the CDC today and next weekend 17/18 Mar. If 

you have envelopes numbered from 100 to 130 you will have a new number – please recycle any old envelopes after 5 

April. If you do not gift aid yet and would like to join please have a word with Joe McGannan in the CDC today. 
  

ADOREMUS PREPARATION DAY: on Sat 5 May from 0930-1630 at the New   Theatre Royal concluding with Mass 
here at 1530. There will be workshops on the Eucharist with talks from Pippa Baker, Fr Stephen Wang and Bishop Philip 
with music by Youth 2000. It’s a free event and open to peoples of all faiths or no faith. To attend email 
congress@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. It’s part of our diocesan preparation for the National Eucharistic Congress which 
takes place in Liverpool from September 7-9.  
ALTON DAY OF RENEWAL: cordially invites you for a day retreat on Sat 24 March from 1100-1600 at Alton School 
GU34 2NG. There will be     Rosary, Mass, Praise and Worship, Healing Ministry and talk by Gemma Wildsmith. Come 
and bring a friend.  

  

 

   
 

 
 
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, 

Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter 

Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, 

Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

   And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 11th March: Please pray for: Sheila Merrett, George Cowley, Bernard Donaghy, 

Bridget Nolan, Terry Kendal, William Lynch, Isabella Graham, Michael Collins, Anne McGowan, Wanda Gant, Suzanne Severs, Rosanna Schofield, 

Winifred Tripp, Catherine Henney, Johanna Davis, Leonard Hayles, Davina Cameron, Charles Cummins, Frank Hilton, Charles William Rolph, 

Patrick John Tyrrell, William Deary, Frances Barrett, Albert Brain, Jane Lattan, Gladys Whittle, Mary Young, May Flood,  Miriam Keane,  Ellen 

Gray, Janice Margaret Johnson, Archbishop John Henry King, William Smith, Eileen Orme, Herbert Diemer,  Ann Mary Froggatt, Mary Patricia 

Tovey, Christine Ann Hogan (Ann), Bridget Hanvery, Florence Ellen Healey, Annie Evison, Albert Mensell, Elizabeth Mary Hawkins,  Nora Parker, 

Lugrezia (Grace) Veronica Tynan, James Madigan, William Morgan, David Calder, Ellen Green, Percy Spicer, Hilda Clifton, Anne Woolfe, James 

Patrick Madigan, John Stephen Feeley, John Young (Frank), Ethel Penwell, Florence Casey, Alice Whiles, Mary Diver, Eileen Field, Mary Shute, 

Antoni Brown, Beatrice McIver, Hilda Lowe and Christina Perseltic Carter.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Scorsese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adam_Driver
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Garfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Garfield
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liam_Neeson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sh%C5%ABsaku_End%C5%8D


May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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