
 

In Sunday is the 5th week of Lent. In 
the Gospel Jesus tells us of how a 
seed of wheat needs to die in order for 
it a plant to grow and produce many 
more grains of wheat. He is using this 
story as a metaphor for his dying on 
the cross, that it will be beneficial for 
us all.  
 
He also said, ‘If you serve me, you 
must go with me. My servants will be 
with me wherever I am. If you serve 
me, my Father will honour you.’ 
 
Through his death and Resurrection, 
Jesus conquered evil and brought 
salvation to the world. How are we 
honouring Jesus in our lives this Lent? 
 
 
Closing prayer: Christ Jesus, fill us 
with your love and mercy and show us 
how to make a difference to the lives 
of our brothers and sisters around the 
world. Amen. 
 
 
 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon.  
Please join us for your child’s class 
assembly, which begins at 3.10pm for 
which you may arrive at the School 
Office from 3pm.   

 

Class Masses 
These will be held on Tuesdays in the 
school hall, commencing at 2.45pm. 
We look forward to welcoming you at 
your child’s class mass. Please note 
the change of time and place. 

 
 
Do you remember Ben MacKay? 
If, like me, you have been associated 
with St Swithun's for many years, you 
will know Ben as a former 
headteacher, as well as a lovely man! 
Since retirement, he has enjoyed 
reawakening his passion for art, 
walking and literature. He has 
combined all these interests in an 
exhibition showing at the Petersfield 
Museum shortly. 
 
 
End of Year Expectations Parents’ 
Information Evening  
Earlier this week we held an 
information evening explaining the end 
of year criteria for parents of children 
in Y1, 3, 4 and 5. This gave parents an 
opportunity to see and discuss the 
standard the children’s work needs to 
be in order to achieve the expected 
level.  
I hope it was helpful. The slides used 
for the presentation can be found here 
or by visiting the ‘Latest News’ section 
on our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday Date Class 

21st March Wolves 

18th April  Starfish 

25th April Dolphins 

2nd May  Ladybirds 

9th May Kangaroos 

16th May Zebras 

23rd May Bumblebess 

Tuesday Date Class 

20th March  Leopards/Panthers 
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http://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/index.php
http://www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk/index.php
http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/latest-news/


 

Message from the School Council - 
Lenten Charity  
For our Lenten charity this year, the 
school council have decided to support 
CAFOD as part of our ‘alsmgiving’. On 
Thursday 29th March, we are asking 
you to wear something bright and to 
bring in a small donation, £1, which we 
will stick on our school cross before 
giving it to CAFOD at the end of Lent. 
Thank you – School Council.  

 
 
Hayling Island Book Shop Visit 

‘On Tuesday 
5th March, a 
group of St. 
Swithuns 
children from 
years 3, 4, 5, 
and 6 went to 
Hayling Island 

to buy interesting and exciting books 
for our school library. We were very 
well behaved and Marie, the book 
shop owner, commented that we were 
a ‘credit to the school.’  
We bought a range of books for all 
readers throughout the school. The 
money we used came from the 
Siobhan 
Dowd Trust. It 
was a great 
experience 
and we were 
glad to help 
restock the 
library with 
new reading material.’ 
By Hudson and Josh, Leopards 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mini Grey Visit 
Last week KS1 were 
lucky enough to have a 
visit from the author 
Mini Grey.  Mini Grey 
wrote the series of 
Traction Man books 
that KS1 have been using in literacy.   
 
Eyi, in Seahorses, said,  
"I loved it when Mini Grey visited 
because she was entertaining. She 
also inspired me to be an author when 
I grow up."   

 
Chloe, in Dolphins, 
added, "It was 
amazing when she 
read the books.  I 
loved Bad Bunnies 
Magic Show, it was so 
funny!"   
 

Roxy, from Seahorses, said, "It was 
really exciting.   
When she read 'Toy's in Space', it 
made the book alive for us." 
 
Callum, from 
Seahorses, 
commented, 
"Mini looked 
very excited to 
see our 
costumes!" 
 
 
 

‘High Five’ Netball 
Finals 
On Wednesday 7th March, 
our ‘A’ team took part in 
the ‘High Five’ finals at 

the Mountbatten Centre.  
They played well in all matches, 
winning all bar one, and came 2nd 
overall! The ‘A’ team are now through 

http://siobhandowdtrust.com/
http://siobhandowdtrust.com/


 

to the 
Hampshire 
Finals, which 
take place in 
June.   
Well done!! 
 

 
 
‘Sportshall Athletics 
A few weeks ago, a select group of 
children from Year 5/6 went to the 
Mountbatten Centre to compete in an 
athletics tournament against other 
schools around Portsmouth. We had to 
work together and push ourselves to 
the best of our abilities to achieve 
something great. With no previous 
experience, we managed to earn a 
whopping 4th place! Sadly, we didn’t 
earn any medals or trophies but we 
are still proud of what we managed.  

Eri said, ‘It was a really fun experience 
for us all! We all had a great time and 
we really enjoyed ourselves.’ 
Next year we’ll go back and get 1st 
place!’ 
Sportshall Athletics Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 Football – League 
Matches 
‘This week was our 2nd 
round of matches at Goals. 
Our first game was against 

Beacon View, who were top of the 
league by 4 points. It was tough match 
which ended as a 1-1 draw. The 
second game against St John’s was 
heart-breaking. After leading 2-0, we 
let in 3 goals and ended up losing the 
match. We bounced back against 
Flying Bull, winning 3-0. We ended the 
round drawing against St George’s, 
again 1-1. We now currently 3rd in the 
league, behind Beacon View in first 
and Westover in second. We do 
however, have a game in hand. Next 
week sees our final 5 matches. Thanks 
again to those who came and 
supported us, and to Mrs Barber and 
Mr Palmer-Leeraar who drove us to 
Goals.’ 
Sterling (Team Captain) 

 
 
 

Message from FOSSS… 
‘I would like to say thank 
you to the team, parents 
and teachers who have 
supported me as chair and 

previously vice chair. I have genuinely 
enjoyed fund raising with you all. Hard 
work at times granted... but thoroughly 
enjoyable.  
I ask you to please welcome our new 
FOSSS Chairladies;  
Lou Threapleton, Jenny Verhiest and 
Amanda Letchford, who have kindly 
volunteered to share the role. They will 
be supported by Heather Fiona Egan 
as Deputy Chair, Mike Clarke as 
Treasurer, as well as Emma and Brian 
Beagan who will continue to share the 
role as secretary.’ 
Su Bland 



 

 
 

Office News… 
 
Letters 
Please click here or see 

below for a list of letters that were 
sent home recently: 
 
Year 1/2 – 

 Infant Voices at the Kings 
Theatre (Year 2 Selected 
Pupils Only) 

 
Year 3/4 – 

 Easter Production 

 Key Steps Gym (Selected 
Pupils Only) 

 
Year 5/6 – 

 ‘Wick Court Farm’ Information 
Pack                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
All letters are now sent via email and 
are available on our website. If you 
have reason to receive a paper copy, 
please let the School Office know. 
 

 
INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 23rd July 2018 

 Tuesday 24th July 2018 
 

BERT AND ERNIE ARE BACK! 

 

Friday 20th April 2018 
from 7.30 – 10.30pm. 

Please click here for your entry form 

if you have not already submitted 

one. 

http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/letters-break-down/
http://stswithunscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk/fosss-pta/

