
 
 

 

    

 
  Today, the Church celebrates the liturgy of the first Sunday of Lent. The Gospel presents Jesus readying for 

his public life. He goes into the wilderness where He spends forty days in prayer and in penance. There, He is 

tempted by Satan. 

  We must also get ready for Easter. Satan is our great enemy. There are many persons that do not believe in 

him, and claim that he is a product of our fantasy, or he is just an abstract conception of evil, diluted in the people 

and the world. But no!  

  The Holy Scriptures mention him quite often as a spiritual and tangible being. He is a fallen angel. Jesus 

defines him by saying: «There is no truth in him. When he tells a lie, he speaks in character, because he is a liar 

and the father of lies» (Jn 8:44). St. Peter compares him with a roaring lion: «Be sober and vigilant. Your 

opponent the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour» (1Pe 5:8). And Paul VI 

teaches: «The Devil is the number one enemy, the preeminent tempter. So we know that this dark disturbing 

being exists and that he is still at work with his treacherous cunning». 

  How? By lying, by deceiving. Where there are lies or deceit, there is a devilish action. «The greatest trick 

the devil ever pulled was convincing the world he didn't exist» (Baudelaire). And, how does he lie? He presents us 

with evil actions as if they were good ones; he induces us to do evil; and, in the third place, he suggests plenty of 

excuses to justify our sins. After swindle us, he fills us up with anxiety and sadness. Have you not felt any such 

experience, ever before? 

  Our attitude in front of temptation? Before: to watch, to pray and to avoid the occasions. While: direct or 

indirect resistance. Afterwards: if you have won, thank God for that. A defeated temptation is progress in sanctity. 

And, if you have failed, ask for forgiveness and try to learn from experience in future. Which attitude have you 

shown so far? 

  The Virgin Mary crushed the infernal serpent's head. Let Her give you the necessary strength to overcome 

our daily temptations. 
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  To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Pope Paul VI encyclical 'Humanae Vitae', our Lenten charity for 

2018 will be dedicated to aiding parishioners (young women, engaged and married couples) to discover more 

about the innate dignity of their bodies and the gift of fertility through Natural Family Planning (NFP). 

  The Creighton Model FertilityCare system is a method of NFP which is very effective in achieving or 

avoiding pregnancy using standardised observations seen during a woman's monthly cycle. These same 

observations can be used to detect gynaecological abnormalities and infertility, if present, which can then be 

treated using NaproTechnology - a new science providing medical and surgical treatments which cooperate 

with and restore natural human physiology and sustain procreative potential.  

  For this mission, we would like to support our parishioner Dr Amanda Buadi to travel to the Pope Paul VI 

institute in the USA to be trained in NaproTechnology. 

  For more information, or to book 1-1 NFP instruction, please contact Amanda on 07546 382 538 or 

email info@whollynaturalfertility.com 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends 

 I promised You I will try to explain the phenomenon 

of the theology of the body. As it is on the 50th anniversary 

of Pope Paul VI Encyclical Letter - ‘Humanae Vitae’, 

which showed now, that it was again a prophecy given 

by The Holy Spirit to us, even if a prophet (Pope Paul 

VI) was so much persecuted for that, as all the 

prophets. So it is a very appropriate time for some light on 

the teaching to show and to explain a very famous 

teaching of St. John Paul II about sexuality. A priest 

speaking about "these matters" always runs the risk of 

smiles. It's hard but I know many, really a lot of married 

couples who say that this theology of the body works in their 

married lives, and their witness has convinced me that it is 

important to address this on the time of the significant 

anniversary and of Len, when we are called by Jesus to 

repent, which literally means - to change our thinking. 

So, let’s be open for a challenge.  

Forgotten theology of the body 
          The theology of the body arises in the context of 

spiritual warfare that takes place in our contemporary 

culture. The case of human love, sex, and marriage is one of 

the major battlefields of the struggle. If the new 

evangelization is the response of the Church to modern 

secularism, it must also include married life and the family. 

John Paul II realised this. His theology of the body is a form 

of evangelization. It is a concrete proposal of a healing, 

positive outlook on human sexuality. It can be neither 

understood nor accepted without faith, without the Gospel, 

without Christ: ultimately without personal conversion. 

Karol Wojtyla already understood the great importance of 

these issues as a young university chaplain, then as bishop, 

academic researcher and finally as Pope John Paul II. He 

was aided by a young engaged man, by spouses and by 

families: as a priest, but also as a friend or even a brother. 

In the book "Crossing the Threshold of Hope” he wrote: 'As 

a young priest I learned to love human love. This is one of 

those basic issues on which I focused my priesthood, my 

proclamations in the pulpit, in the confessional ministry, as 

well as using the written word.' 

        The most mature fruit of this 'love of love' is the 

theology of the body. For 5 years (1979-1984), Pope John 

Paul II delivered 130 Wednesday catecheses devoted to this 

topic at the weekly Papal Audience. They were later 

collected in the volume "Male and Female He created them'. 
        This is a difficult text, even for a theologian. Many the 

times I have heard from priests - 'this is not for ordinary 

people; who can read it?’ And yet in many publications 

about marriage, we can find hundreds of references to the 

opinion of Geroge Weigel to 'the theological time bomb 

that will explode in the third millennium'. Few people 

were eager to approach the bomb. Many years this 

volume of the papal author stood on my shelf - untouched. 

I was 'forced' to read it by a married couple who 

convinced me that the theology of the body had saved 

their marriage and showed them completely new horizons. 
       The theology of the body is thoroughly biblical 

teaching. This is an extensive reflection around just a few 

biblical texts. John Paul II, was aware of how much sex is 

stripped of mystery today, of the sacred, of dignity, 

reduced to biology, technology seeking pleasure.  In the 

face of this he sought guidance and inspiration in the 

Word of God. He tried to see into the mind of God on 

these matters. He tried to show how God sees sexuality 

and love. If He, God, invented it himself, he should know 

how it works, how it works well, best even. 
          So far, we have had a lot of confusion. I was a bit 

surprised that in the preparatory document for the Synod 

of the Family which happened a few years ago 

(Instrumentum Laboris) there was no reference to the 

theology of the body. Why did it ignore the teaching of 

the Pope, who was named after his canonization, the Pope 

of the Family? I do not know the answer. Perhaps this 

'bomb' is still waiting to explode. This is what I am writing 

here for you – My Beloved Ones – it is only a theory, but 

sometimes the most practical thing is a good theory. 'Love 

is not teachable, and yet nothing is as very teachable as 

love' - wrote St. Pope John Paul II. I am confident that he 

will bless me from Heaven as I now write to You, and 

he blesses You reading this and other texts, and those who 

will pass the news on.  
   Therefore - when the Pharisees came to Jesus 

asking about the possibility of divorce, Jesus referred 

them to 'the beginning' - 'Have you not read that the 

Creator from the beginning made them male and female 

and He Said: This is why a man leaves his father and 

mother and becomes joined to his wife, and the two 

become one flesh? They are no longer two, therefore, but 

one flesh. So then, what God has united, human beings 
must not divide.’ [Matthew 19: 4-6]. For St John Paul II, 

Jesus' answer is the starting point for the beginning of 

reflection: he wants us to begin with the recognition of the 

creation of human beings as male and female. 
       So often we turn to God and the Church with 

questions about whether something is allowed or not 

allowed - ‘is kissing a sin?’ - ask some teenagers. Today's 

teenagers ask for much more. Spouses inquire about 

divorce, contraception, or ‘in vitro'. The error of this 

approach lies in the fact that we ask what is right, about 

what is prohibited and what is permitted. We omit the 

question about the truth, about the essence of things. The 

Pope puts it in a different way. He looks at other issues: 

'What is the truth about sex and love? Why are humans a 

man or a woman? Why do we covet each other?’ The 

answer of the biologist, or sex therapist is not enough. It 

is the necessary theology of truth about man as a creature 

of God, the most perfect and most beloved creature of 

God that provides the answer. Faith gives us a light. 

 



In light of faith we can make good choices in matters of 

sexuality and love. All rules, in which we hear: ‘you shall 

not', come from the result of the great Christian’s ‘YES’ for 

love, for physicality, for sexuality. If we do not hear this 

‘YES’, then bans on this or that are perceived as an attack 

on freedom or happiness. 

 

ADAM AND EVE, ORIGINAL VERSION 
     The truth about creation in the Bible is written in 

simple form, in ancient, mythical stories. The Book of 

Genesis is not a lecture, it is a collection of short stories. 

Today, scientists arrogate to themselves sometimes 

(wrongly!) the right of the only true knowledge about the 

world and man. The Bible in simple words expresses a 

deeper wisdom than scientific truths. The Bible shows man 

in relation to his source and his ultimate target – to God. I 

would add that the wisdom of faith is not in contradiction to 

scientific knowledge. These two kinds of knowledge 

(scientific and religious) are complementary. 
  We have to move for a moment to paradise to look at 

the first couple - Adam and Eve. Let us leave aside 

considerations, such as the description of creation and the 

theory of evolution.  What is important is that Adam and Eve 

are people like us. Each of us is either an 'Adam' or an 'Eve'. 

The first human couple is a symbol of our 'beginning'. In the 

language of information technology, Adam and Eve are the 

image of the original software: the 'program', which God 

introduced in masculinity and femininity, that is in truly 

human sexuality. The Pope notes that the original 

experience of Adam and Eve is permanently at the root of all 

human experiences. The biblical story is economical with 

words, but it helps to read the original plan of God. Since 

one of its essential elements is freedom, this is why there was 

(and still is) the potential for its damage. We can say that a 

‘virus’ appeared in the original, flawless program, the sin 

that destroyed the plan of God, poisoned gender relations, 

with a devilish deception and deregulated the delicate 

mechanism of sexual attraction which served only love and 

life 

              The fall of Adam and Eve caused this virus in 

God’s program, but it did not completely destroy it. So it 

was necessary to repair it, by the birth of Jesus Christ, the 

incarnate God. Thanks to Him, by His grace, a return to 

the ‘beginning’ was possible, indeed something even 

greater than our original innocence in the life of grace, 

the blessed restoration and rereading of the original 

'program' of sexuality. Of course, there is still an 

important element of freedom, and the devil does not 

sleep. This causes, in the constant exposure to the soft, 

intimate sphere of man's persistent human desire, new 

mutations of the virus based on pride, selfishness and lust. 

Our relationship with Christ is the most effective 'anti-

virus'. That is why marriage is blessed as a Sacrament – 

graced with the faithful and fruitful presence of Christ. 

Human love between a man and a woman is implanted in 

the vine of Jesus' presence, power, and love. 

 So, please pray for me and those who humbled 

themselves to read this and meditate as well, to think 

and be challenge. And - to the next weekend for the 

second part of this special thought. 

 
            With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 

  
  

           This week is going to be finished the 
Open Church Project! - which is dedicated to 
the homeless people of our city. We are very 
grateful to The Holy Spirit, that He enlighten 
and inspired us to take an action to be a part 
of it. We are really very grateful to all the 
people, who were and still are involved in 
any way to help, to be, to pray, to support.  

          We are very happy, that half of our dear homeless guests feel very comfortable with us, very warmed 
welcomed and very much supported. Our nights Adorations before the 
Blessed Sacrament change their attitude towards God so much, they are 
coming here very often for their daily prayers, adorations, Holy Mass. We 
promise to be with them and for them, even if the project is almost in the 
end.  
           I would like to thank also Andrei - a barber who is serving (and will do) 
with his professional skills and talent. You can see logo of his Barber’s 
Studio, which is opposite to Tesco in Albert Road. Thank You Andrei so 
much. 
   

 

 

 

 



   ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
FIRST SUNDAY 

OF LENT 

 18-02-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

+ Lizzie and Patrick McSharry RIP 
+ Tom & Kathleen Kinoulty RIP 
Mass in Polish: + Lech Górski RIP 

 

Genesis 9: 8-15; 
Psalm 24; 

1 Peter 3: 18-22; 
Mark 1: 12-15; 

MONDAY 
19-02-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Rolland and Nancy Pitts RIP 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 
of the 1ST Week of Lent 

Leviticus 19:1-2,11-18 
Psalm 18; 

Matthew 25: 31-46; 

 
TUESDAY 
20-02-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Josephine ButlerRIP  
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

+ Anne O’Neill RIP 

 
 

of the 1ST Week of Lent 

 
 Isaiah 55: 10-11; 

Psalm - 33; 
Matthew 6: 7-15; 

WEDNESDAY  
21-02-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Kathleen Kennedy RIP 
We pray the Rosary 

 
of the 1ST Week of Lent 

Jonah 3: 1-10; 
Psalm 50; 

Luke 11: 29-32; 

 
THURSDAY 
22-02-2018 

 
9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

+Lawrence Ellul RIP 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

 
1 Peter 5: 1-4; 

Psalm 22; 
Matthew 16: 13-19; 

 
 

FRIDAY 
23-02-2018 

 

10.00am 
10.30am 

 

 

3.00pm 
6.20pm 
7.00 pm 

+ Jane McShane RIP 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & 
Morning Stations of the Cross  

HOUR of MERCY 
Evening Stations of the Cross 

+ Josephine Butler RIP followed by 
Stations of the Cross in POLISH 

 
 
 

of the 1ST Week of Lent 

 
 

Ezekiel 18: 21-28; 
Psalm 129; 

Matthew 5: 20-26; 

SATURDAY  
24-02-2018 

 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

+ Francis George Alexander Tover RIP 
We pray the Rosary 

 
of the 1ST Week of Lent 

Deuterono 26:16-19 
Psalm 118; 

Matthew 5: 43-48; 

II SUNDAY OF 
LENT 

 25-02-2018 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

+ Jozef Michalczuk RIP 
+ Dorothy Mabel Blockley RIP 
Mass in Polish: Thanksgiving in 31st 
Wedding Anniversary of Anna & Jerzy  

 

Genesis 22: 2-18; 
Psalm 115; 

Romans 8: 31b-34; 
Mark 9: 2-10; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
THURSDAY 
22-02-2018 

 
12.00noon 

 

+ Anthony Stafford RIP 
followed with the Stations of the Cross  

 
Feast of The Chair of St Peter 

1 Peter 5: 1-4; 
Psalm 22; 

Matthew 16: 13-19; 

 
 

SATURDAY 
VIGIL of UNDAY 

 24-02-2018 

 

 
6.00 pm 

 

 
In the intention of Barbara Lucez 

 
 

Genesis 22: 2-18; 
Psalm 115; 

Romans 8: 31b-34; 
Mark 9: 2-10; 

   

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total 

amount was: £1305.56 (57,3% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much 
appreciated. Your offertory make the life and work of the Parish possible. 
 THIS WEEKEND: Second Collection for CAFOD 
  THANK YOU SO MUCH to all the people, who volunteer to help with ‘Open 

Church Project’ for homeless people in our parish last Monday. THANK YOU SO 

MUCH to all of You, who sacrificed a sleep on the night from Monday to Tuesday to pray for all the homeless 

people before the Blessed Sacrament. THANK YOU SO MUCH to all who came for the Adoration on Friday, 

Hour of Mercy and attended the Stations of The Cross.  

 

  GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Due to strict data protection rules it is essential on entering hospital to 

indicate your details or those of your relative to be passed on to the Catholic Chaplain. Also state that you or your 

relative would like the Catholic Chaplain to visit you. Chaplains visit the wards during the week and provide an 

on-call service in case of emergency. 

 



OUR LADY  
OF LOURDES & ST 

SWITHUN PARISH  
IN SOUTHSEA 

FAST & ABSTINENCE:   Ash Wednesday and 

Good Friday are obligatory days of fasting and 

abstinence for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during Lent 

are obligatory days of abstinence. 

  For members of the Latin Catholic Church, the 

norms on fasting are obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one full meal. 

Two smaller meals may also be taken, but not to equal a 

full meal. The norms concerning abstinence from meat 

are binding upon members of the Latin Catholic Church from age 14 onwards. If possible, the fast on Good Friday is 

continued until the Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to honour the suffering and death of the 

Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more readily his Resurrection. 

 
 At Our Lady of Lourdes’ church (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) -  

on THURSDAYS at 12.30pm (after Mass); 
 ON FRIDAYS at St Swithun’s church: at 10.30am, 6.20pm & at 7.30pm (in Polish) & Adoration of 

The Blessed Sacrament form 10.30am to 6.55pm (at 3.00pm - HOUR of MERCY) - please put 
your name on the list for Adoration; 

 ON SUNDAY MASSES - REFLECTIONS based on the Passion of Jesus Christ 

 

 



 Dear Brothers and Sisters, Once again, the Pasch 
of the Lord draws near! In our preparation for Easter, 
God in His providence offers us each year the season of 
Lent as a “sacramental sign of our conversion”. Lent 
summons us, and enables us, to come back to the Lord 
wholeheartedly and in every aspect of our life. 
  With this message, I would like again this year to 
help the entire Church experience this time of grace 
anew, with joy and in truth. I will take my cue from the 
words of Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew: “Because of 
the increase of iniquity, the love of many will grow cold” 
(24:12). 
  These words appear in Christ’s preaching about 
the end of time. They were spoken in Jerusalem, on the 
Mount of Olives, where the Lord’s passion would begin. 
In reply to a question of the disciples, Jesus foretells a 
great tribulation and describes a situation in which the 
community of believers might well find itself: amid great 
trials, false prophets would lead people astray and the 
love that is the core of the Gospel would grow cold in 
the hearts of many. 
  False prophets: Let us listen to the Gospel passage 
and try to understand the guise such false prophets can 
assume. They can appear as “snake charmers”, who 
manipulate human emotions in order to enslave others 
and lead them where they would have them go. How 
many of God’s children are mesmerized by momentary 
pleasures, mistaking them for true happiness! How many 
men and women live entranced by the dream of wealth, 
which only makes them slaves to profit and petty 
interests! How many go through life believing that they 
are sufficient unto themselves, and end up entrapped by 
loneliness! 
  False prophets can also be “charlatans”, who offer 
easy and immediate solutions to suffering that soon 
prove utterly useless. How many young people are taken 
in by the panacea of drugs, of disposable relationships, 
of easy but dishonest gains! How many more are 
ensnared in a thoroughly “virtual” existence, in which 
relationships appear quick and straightforward, only to 
prove meaningless! These swindlers, in peddling things 
that have no real value, rob people of all that is most 
precious: dignity, freedom and the ability to love. They 
appeal to our vanity, our trust in appearances, but in the 
end they only make fools of us. Nor should we be 
surprised. In order to confound the human heart, the 
devil, who is “a liar and the father of lies” (Jn 8:44), has 
they themselves would benefit (cf. 2 Cor 8:10). This is all 

always presented evil as good, falsehood as truth. That is 
why each of us is called to peer into our heart to see if 
we are falling prey to the lies of these false prophets. We 
must learn to look closely, beneath the surface, and to 
recognize what leaves a good and lasting mark on our 
hearts, because it comes from God and is truly for our 
benefit. 
  A cold heart - In his description of hell, Dante 
Alighieri pictures the devil seated on a throne of ice, in 
frozen and loveless isolation. We might well ask 
ourselves how it happens that charity can turn cold 
within us. What are the signs that indicate that our love 
is beginning to cool? 
  More than anything else, what destroys charity is 
greed for money, “the root of all evil” (1 Tim 6:10). The 
rejection of God and his peace soon follows; we prefer 
our own desolation rather than the comfort found in his 
word and the sacraments. All this leads to violence 
against anyone we think is a threat to our own 
“certainties”: the unborn child, the elderly and infirm, 
the migrant, the alien among us, or our neighbour who 
does not live up to our expectations. 
  Creation itself becomes a silent witness to this 
cooling of charity. The earth is poisoned by refuse, 
discarded out of carelessness or for self-interest. The 
seas, themselves polluted, engulf the remains of 
countless shipwrecked victims of forced migration. The 
heavens, which in God’s plan, were created to sing His 
praises, are rent by engines raining down implements of 
death. 
  Love can also grow cold in our own communities. 
In the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, I sought 
to describe the most evident signs of this lack of love: 
selfishness and spiritual sloth, sterile pessimism, the 
temptation to self-absorption, constant warring among 
ourselves, and the worldly mentality that makes us 
concerned only for appearances, and thus lessens our 
missionary zeal.  
  What are we to do? - Perhaps we see, deep within 
ourselves and all about us, the signs I have just 
described. But the Church, our Mother and Teacher, 
along with the often bitter medicine of the truth, offers 
us in the Lenten season the soothing remedy of prayer, 
almsgiving and fasting.  
  By devoting more time to prayer, we enable our 
hearts to root out our secret lies and forms of self-
deception, and then to find the consolation God offers. 
He is our Father and he wants us to live life well.  
  Almsgiving sets us free from greed and helps us to 
regard our neighbour as a brother or sister. What I 
possess is never mine alone. How I would like 
almsgiving to become a genuine style of life for each of 
us! How I would like us, as Christians, to follow the 
example of the Apostles and see in the sharing of our 
possessions a tangible witness of the communion that is 
ours in the Church! For this reason, I echo Saint Paul’s 
exhortation to the Corinthians to take up a collection 
for the community of Jerusalem as something from 
which 

 



the more fitting during the Lenten season, when many 
groups take up collections to assist Churches and 
peoples in need. Yet I would also hope that, even in our 
daily encounters with those who beg for our assistance, 
we would see such requests as coming from God 
Himself. When we give alms, we share in God’s 
providential care for each of His children. If through me 
God helps someone today, will He not tomorrow 
provide for my own needs? For no one is more 
generous than God. 
  Fasting weakens our tendency to violence; it 
disarms us and becomes an important opportunity for 
growth. On the one hand, it allows us to experience 
what the destitute and the starving have to endure. On 
the other hand, it expresses our own spiritual hunger 
and thirst for life in God. Fasting wakes us up. It makes 
us more attentive to God and our neighbour. It revives 
our desire to obey God, who alone is capable of 
satisfying our hunger. 
  I would also like my invitation to extend beyond 
the bounds of the Catholic Church, and to reach all of 
you, men and women of good will, who are open to 
hearing God’s voice. Perhaps, like ourselves, you are 
disturbed by the spread of iniquity in the world, you are 
concerned about the chill that paralyzes hearts and 
actions, and you see a weakening in our sense of being 
members of the one human family. Join us, then, in 
raising our plea to God, in fasting, and in offering 
whatever you can to our brothers and sisters in need! 

The fire of Easter - Above all, I urge the members of the 
Church to take up the Lenten journey with enthusiasm, 
sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer. If, at times, 
the flame of charity seems to die in our own hearts, 
know that this is never the case in the heart of God! He 
constantly gives us a chance to begin loving anew. 
  One such moment of grace will be, again this year, 
the “24 Hours for the Lord” initiative, which invites the 
entire Church community to celebrate the sacrament of 
Reconciliation in the context of Eucharistic adoration. 
In 2018, inspired by the words of Psalm 130:4, “With 
you is forgiveness”, this will take place from Friday, 9 
March to Saturday, 10 March. In each diocese, at least 
one church will remain open for twenty-four 
consecutive hours, offering an opportunity for both 
Eucharistic adoration and sacramental confession.  
  During the Easter Vigil, we will celebrate once 
more the moving rite of the lighting of the Easter 
candle. Drawn from the “new fire”, this light will slowly 
overcome the darkness and illuminate the liturgical 
assembly. “May the light of Christ rising in glory dispel 
the darkness of our hearts and minds”,[7] and enable all 
of us to relive the experience of the disciples on the way 
to Emmaus. By listening to God’s word and drawing 
nourishment from the table of the Eucharist, may our 
hearts be ever more ardent in faith, hope and love.  
  With affection and the promise of my prayers for 
all of you, I send you my blessing. Please do not forget 
to pray for me. 

                                       POPE FRANCIS 

 ALL NIGHT ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT in the intention of all the homeless 

and for our ministry for them. In the back of the church You will find a place to put your name - if You 

would like to sacrifice your night time for 30 minutes prayer in the presence of Jesus Christ exposed in the 

Blessed Sacrament. Many times the homeless can’t see any chance to change their situation, - but we know 

from God and for HIM, nothing is impossible, so we will entrust them and us to HIM. 
 
  ALL those, who plan to become Catholic this year on Easter Vigil, please remember to 
attend the next meetings will be held on Thursdays 1ST, 15th & 22nd March, at 5.30pm..   

 

  The next Ascent Group Meeting is on Monday February the 26th in the Church Hall from 2-15pm  
and the guest speaker will be Andrew Negus continuing his series of talks on the History of Portsmouth. All 
Welcome 

   HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING on TUESDAYS - ALL are very welcome - 
from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the church hall. The next one on 20th February 2018. Next Dates: 27th 
February & 6th, 13th March.  
 
  SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Are you in Year 9 or above and not yet Confirmed? Then join 

our programme of preparation which starts in March from 1800-1930 in the Cathedral on the following Fridays: 

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd March; 20th, 27th April and 11th, 18th May. This leads to a Confirmation Mass by Bishop 

Phillip on Sun 10 June at 1500. Contact Fr Ansel in the Cathedral, please for further details or an application 

form: anseldmello@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  

 

  Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 12th February 2018 at 7.30pm in St 

Swithun's Church. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME! We will prepare ourselves to experience a very exciting 

time with ‘DISCOVERING CHRIST’ faith journey. Do not wait - it is time to do something in your life to 

know HIM better, to love HIM more. 

mailto:anseldmello@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


OUR Parish Cinema shows another beautiful & challenging movie:  
on Friday 23rd February 2018 at 7.40pm - in St Swithun’s church hall, as 
always with Coffee & tea served -  

“CONFESSION OF A PRODIGAL SON” - (90 min.) 

   “Mom, I really think God wants me to be in the film industry and become an actor, or writer or both and tell great stories 
that inspire people.” 
  At almost 18, Nathan had been working on dreams since he was a little boy. To me, his dream seemed like a little 
boy who wanted to be the quarter-back of a professional football team–it would pass, it was not possible. Yet, the Holy 
Spirit gently touched my heart and said, “Believe in his heart dreams. He is mine. I may have put them there.” And so I 
prayed, supported, encouraged, helped, and by faith and trepidation, Clay and I let him go to New York at 19 for a year 
at the New York Film Academy where he had actually won a partial scholarship. Now, after many years of being 
faithful, cultivating his talent, living literally as a starving artist, Nathan is watching God move mountains as his very 
first attempt to write a screen play, raise finances, gather actors and film makers and photographers, and working and 
working and praying and praying, his first film is going to be released in March, with 6 theatre showings earlier. 
  I am so excited about this movie. What a perfect time for believers everywhere to support a movie with a timeless 
story of redemption, hope, and love. I am hoping that thousands of people–including you–will help me spread the word 
about this movie all over the world! 
  Nathan and lovely Rachael, his wife, have seen so many lost youth in Hollywood, many prodigals from homes 
where their mothers and fathers pray for their return. They star in the main roles with Kevin Sorbo. Confessions of a 
Prodigal Son is a modern-day retelling of the Prodigal Son story that Jesus told reflecting the Father’s love and desire 
to see His children come home to Him. It is a coming-of-age tale following Sean (Nathan Clarkson) as he rebels and 
leaves his home, family and father (Kevin Sorbo) to figure out life on his own. Two years later–while still on the journey 
to find life’s answers–Sean suddenly finds himself questioning everything he thought he knew as he is confronted by a 
professor (Darwin Harris) who challenges Sean to see his life as a story; a best friend (Azel James) walking a dangerous 
path; and a strong and beautiful young woman (Rachael Lee) who is on her own journey to answers. Each one of these 
elements causes Sean to greater examine the choices he is making. 
  The story is one of drama, laughter, relationships, faith, and redemption, ultimately asking the question “Can 
broken stories have happy endings?” Appropriate for teens and up. Original music by Nathan Clarkson, Joel Clarkson. 

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Shirley Parker, Kathleen Jones, Heidi Badnell, Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, 

Carol Langsford, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter 

Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, 

Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan,  Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

 And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 18th February: Please pray for: Vincent O'Beirne, Henrietta Brady, Harry Restall, Joan 

Mary Gillespie, Mark Turness, Eveline Connors, Ellen Mary Morgan, Beatrice M Booth, Ida Frazier, Sadie Davey, Kathleen Thompson, Ivy Evelyn Looker, 

Edith Glenys Gregory, Florence Nelus, Elizabeth Merrett, Elizabeth Morgan, Nellie Bailey, Joseph Maile, James Prest, Lauren Suzanne Marriott, Peter 

Garrison, John Bernard Bullock, Frances Vassey, Edith Brotherton, Alfred Limbrick, Ellen Ryan, Albert Head, Jenny D Lambert, Alfred Randolf Knagg, 

Elizabeth Mary Merrett, Thomas Charles Harrison, Monica Collings, Edna Grace Hanvey, Peter George Graves, Eileen Gavan, Margaret Mary Harper, 

Mildred Wilkins, Josephine Margaret Davis, Bridget Irene Collings, Marion Madden, David Chappell, Beatrice House, William Mullins, Maurice Phillipson, 

Joanna Kingston, James Healy, Winifred Frances Mason, Loreta Newnham, James Smith, Jane Fitzwilliams, Angela Barden, Lilian Morris, Valerie Willis, 

William Anderson, Bridget Harrison, Bridget Harrigan, Eileen Mary Florence Emma Spencer, Christine Sheila Haggar and Ian Alfred Charles Langford. 

 May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
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