
 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 
    Consider this thought experiment. Three men are standing side-by-side. The one in the centre is a married 
Catholic layman. The one to the right is a Catholic priest. The one to the left is a married man who doesn’t 
believe in God. The £64,000 question is: which two men are more alike? 
  If you tried to answer that question by watching their every move for a week (let’s imagine you had DVD’s 
of their lives, like a reality show), you might conclude that the two married men have the most in common. After 
all, when each of these husbands returns home from work, he gives his wife a kiss. Each of them shares with his 
wife the chores of their home, and each of them shares the responsibilities of rearing their children. 
  However, granting all these similarities, there’s still an argument to be made that the priest and Catholic 
married man have the most in common. Although the actions that the two husbands carry out look the same, 
beneath the surface of each human action—in the human heart, mind, and soul—lies the human motive. 
  In ethics, the word “motive” refers to motion, just as it implies in the word “automotive”. The human 
motive is what gets the ball rolling. It moves the abstract idea out of the human mind and into the world 
through the work of the will. So ultimately, the motive that brings about a particular action has more 
significance than the appearance of that action. Both are important, but the motive is primary. This is why the 
priest and the Catholic married man have the potential to be more alike than the two husbands. 
  Put it this way: because of his Baptism, the Catholic person’s motive can be—if he allows it—elevated by 
grace. The Catholic person can search for his motive in the Holy Spirit. On the other hand, while the motive of 
the atheist, when he does good, is still connected to God at least by virtue of his human nature, he doesn’t 
recognize it as such. He bears limited fruit. 
  But the person who wants his will to cooperate with the Holy Spirit can bear limitless fruit. He may appear 
to do the same actions as an unbeliever, but the love he is receiving from God and the love he has for God in his 
heart are the driving force behind these actions, and so they benefit not only his soul but the souls of the entire 
Body of Christ. Not only this, but eventually even the appearance of his actions will change and reveal more 
clearly the work of the Holy Spirit. The motive of love will become more obvious because the limitless nature of 
the love of God will reveal itself visibly in his actions. He might start attending daily Mass, or decide to take his 
family on a mission trip, or perhaps start sharing about his faith at his place of work. 
  God told Jonah, in our First Reading, to “set out for the great city of Ninevah, and announce to it the 
message that I will tell you.” He walked through this “enormously large city”, announcing to them that it would 
be destroyed in forty days. We know his motives were pure, because to outward appearances, this would seem 
crazy. In the Gospel passage, Jesus called the fishermen Simon, Andrew, James, and John: “Come after me, and I 
will make you fishers of men.” They left everything—boats, nets, fish, family—and followed Him immediately. 
Again, this would not seem to a worldly man to be a well thought out, sane action. But consider what motivated 
them. God in the souls of Jonah and the first apostles moved them to action. 
  It’s within Jesus—that is, within His Mystical Body—that the Holy Spirit most powerfully works in the 
world. Within the Church the Holy Spirit calls and empowers us who are members of this Body. Through the 
Church we know that the Psalmist’s call will be fulfilled when we ourselves sing, “Teach me your ways, O Lord.” 
Through the Church the Holy Spirit will enlighten and inspire each of us who is willing to allow God to motivate 
us for the sake of accomplishing His divine will. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dear Friends 

 The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is a good 

opportunity to reflect on ecumenism as a Christian virtue. 

Classical ethics says that virtue is at the centre. We can sin 

against her excess and deficiency. 

         Year 2017 was marked by the 500th anniversary of 

the Reformation. What is the ecumenical balance of these 

celebrations? There were many gestures and meetings 

expressing the search for unity. On the Catholic side, there 

were also anti-ecumenical voices referring to the necessity 

of fidelity to the Catholic doctrine. There is a paradox in 

this because, since the Second Vatican Council, 

ecumenism has been part of the official teaching of the 

Catholic Church. Faithfulness to the Catholic doctrine also 

means an ecumenical attitude. The conciliar "Decree on 

Ecumenism" begins with the statement that "stepping up 

efforts to restore unity among all Christians" was one of 

the central goals of the Council. Demands for an 

ecumenical attitude were repeated in the teaching of Pope 

John XXIII, Pope Paul VI, Pope John Paul II, Benedict 

XVI and Pope Francis. St John Paul II wrote the 

encyclical "Ut unum sint", which is a great appeal for a 

strong search for the unity of the Church. Of course, 

openness to other Christians does not mean renouncing 

Catholic identity. 

         The ecumenical movement has its deepest source in 

the fervent prayer of Christ in the Upper Room, addressed 

to the Father: 'that all may be one'. As emphasised by 

Saint John Paul II, ecumenism is not something optional. 

Ecumenism is not a virtue to be the chosen, nor a hobby 

for enthusiasts. An ecumenical attitude is the imperative 

of Christian conscience. It is not at all about the fact that 

each Catholics is obliged to conduct dialogues or to hold 

meetings with Christians of other religions. It is about 

elementary openness towards Christians who believe 

differently, about the ability to listen, understand, talk, 

meet, give up prejudices or polemical tone, for some kind 

of empathy and brotherhood. It is about the desire to build 

the unity of the Church to the extent that it is possible 

today. 

         Divisions among Christians are inherited from 

previous generations. Someone was brought up in the 

Catholic tradition, someone else in Lutheran or Calvinist, 

Anglican or Orthodox. Before we talk about what makes 

us different, or analyse what brought the 'revolution' to 

Martin Luther, it is worth thinking about living Protestants 

and Orthodox today. And let us tell ourselves in our 

hearts, and then loudly: 'These are our brothers and 

sisters'. We are joined by Christ, the Lord and the Saviour, 

together we recite the "Lord's Prayer", we believe in One 

God in the Holy Trinity. One cannot blame modern 

Christians for the sin of detachment. Regardless of what 

they think about us, how they treat or judge us, it is the 

duty of the Catholic conscience to see brothers and sisters 

in them and to look for unity with them. 

         VIRTUE IS AT THE CENTRE. Virtue is moral 

efficiency, lasting ability to do good. If we consider 

ecumenism a virtue, then we can refer to it the statement 

of classical ethics that virtue lies at the centre. Violence 

against virtue is both excess (unhealthy overzealousness) 

and insufficiency (disregard, lack). 

         Is it possible to sin by an excessively ecumenical 

attitude, to be open to believers differently? It seems that, 

consider it to be of little or no importance. When, in the 

name of love, we succumb to the temptation of easy 

communication at the price of a hand to theological 

differences. Such 'easy' ecumenism can lead to blurring or 

relativizing the truths of faith or moral principles. Of course, 

it is not that we should not cooperate with Christians of 

other faiths, as part of the so-called practical ecumenism, 

making the world more human, just, peaceful, and 

ecological, etc. We have to do it, but - as Pope Benedict XVI 

pointed out, it cannot be that the criterion of 

truth becomes just a practice. It's putting things upside 

down. 'Ecumenism is always a search for unity in faith, and 

not just a unity in action’,' emphasises the senior pope. The 

temptation of 'easy' ecumenism today is strong in the context 

of contemporary culture, which in general questions the 

category of truth: 'The most important thing is  



for example, when what differs from us doctrinally, we  

to be a good person' - we can hear words that contain 

some kind of disrespect for the truth. 'Where the question 

about the truth disappears, there basically the division of 

Christianity into various religions loses meaning', wrote 

Benedict XVI. Then ecumenism would only boil down to 

the issue of improving mutual human relations according 

to political or sociological principles. 'Authentic 

ecumenism is the grace of truth', wrote Saint Pope John 

Paul II. 

          For another form of unhealthy 'excess' in 

ecumenism, one can consider such a 'courageous' way of 

meeting other Christian denominations that it causes the 

disappearance of respect and love for one's own Church. A 

Catholic who sees only positive aspects in Luther, and 

blames only the hopeless popes of the Renaissance, does 

not contribute to building unity at all. On the contrary, it 

can harm the cause of the ecumenism. The love of 

Catholics for other Christians must connect with love for 

the Catholic Church. Exaggerated criticism of one's own 

tradition or history, emphasising only what is dark and 

sinful in it, usually in isolation from the historical context, 

is a caricature of ecumenism. 

         There are also opposite attitudes, that is, denying the 

sense of ecumenical efforts, dialogues or gestures. They 

are often a reaction to the naive, 'easy' ecumenism. Anti-

ecumenical voices are heard lately on our Catholic side. 

This often goes hand in hand with questioning the 

teaching of the last Council. In the last year, publications 

appeared on the Catholic side aimed at showing the 'real' 

Luther. Of course, as a Catholic, I have the right to 

critically evaluate Luther's work, to perceive and speak 

about the wounds inflicted upon the Church by the 

Reformation, but we must not forget that Luther remains 

important to our brothers and sisters who are Protestants. 

He is the figure on the banner. His protest is part of the 

Protestant identity. And again, I emphasise - it is not about 

concealing difficult matters in the name of consent. It is 

about the necessary level of empathy, about the tone of 

presenting their reasons, which will encourage further 

conversation. Truth and love must go hand in hand. 

         So what are the CATHOLIC PRINCIPLES OF 

ECUMENISM? The conciliar 'Decree on Ecumenism' is 

at the heart of the question. It is a beautiful catechesis 

justifying why we Catholics can and should support or be 

involved in the work of restoring unity. It is worth 

recalling a few key elements. 

         First of all, the unity of the Church has its source 

inGod. The most perfect model of unity is the Trinity: 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is the secret of unity and at 

the same time the individuality of persons. This principle 

means that the closer we are to God in the One Trinity, the 

more He lives in us, the more we are also one, as children 

of the One God in the Trinity of Persons. The unity of the 

Church is never the fruit of purely human action. It is a 

gift from above that we must ask for. Let’s pray with 

humility, perseverance, with hope and together. There is 

nothing impossible for God. 

         Secondly, an ecumenical attitude does not mean 

renouncing the belief that in the Catholic Church is the 

fullness of revealed truth. The dogmatic Constitution on 

the Church states that 'the one Church of Christ, which we 

          the successor of Peter and the bishops in communion 

with him'. In the same sentence, we are talking about the fact 

that, apart from the visible organism of the Catholic Church, 

there are numerous elements of sanctification and truth 

which, as the proper gifts of the Church of Christ, encourage 

Catholic unity. What are these 'elements of sanctification 

and truth'? This is God's written word, life in grace, faith, 

hope, love and other interior gifts of the Holy Spirit and 

visible elements. The Holy Spirit also works among 

Protestants and Orthodox, which gives hope that they too 

can find a way to salvation. As Catholics, we remain with 

other Christians in some form of unity, an imperfect 

community. This does not absolve us from the obligation to 

seek a more perfect community. 

         Ecumenical activity is a work born under the breath of 

the grace of the Holy Spirit - teaches us the Second Vatican 

Council. What is more, the same Council, encourages all the 

faithful of the Catholic Church to diligently take part 

in ecumenical work to discern the signs of the times. The 

fact that the Catholic Church has the fullness of revealed 

truth and means of salvation does not mean that all its 

members live this fullness. "The face of the Church is not 

bright enough for the brothers who are separated from us 

and for the whole world”. Ecumenism for us Catholics 

always means in fact a deeper commitment to our Church, 

striving for its renewal, purification, it is always starting 

from ourselves. There is no real ecumenism without internal 

change. At the same time, 'whatever makes the grace of the 

Holy Spirit in separated brothers, can also serve us to 

build'. So there is some kind of exchange of gifts, mutual 

gifts, strengthening in faith, building up with testimony. For 

this to happen, humility is required on all sides. 

         The Second Vatican Council warns against 

disregarding the truth in ecumenism. 'The method of 

formulating the Catholic faith should not, by any means, 

become an obstacle to dialogue with our brothers. The 

whole and pristine doctrine must be clearly stated. Nothing 

is as foreign to ecumenism as false irenicism, which 

damages the purity of Catholic teaching and darkens its 

proper and certain sense.' Irenicism (from the 

Greek eirene means peace) is the direction in which 

differences in doctrines are eliminated at the expense of 

resignation from controversial truths. This is not a good way 

to unity, the Council teaches us. Non-serious ecumenism is 

very dangerous. 

            We should help each other to BELIEVE DEEPER. 

The reluctance for ecumenism, which appears in some 

Catholic circles, can be caused by the galloping 

secularization of Protestant communities and churches, the 

submission of world influences to ethical issues such as the 

attitude to abortion or homosexuality. We can and we should 

ask whether this is in some way the effect of the 

subjectivism of Lutheran theology, the lack of universally 

acknowledged Church authority. But taking such criticism, 

one must notice that in the Protestant world, however, there 

are communities whose evangelising momentum and 

charismatic animation go hand in hand with conservatism in 

the sphere of morality. That should give us Catholics 

something to think about. In a world where there is a 

struggle for the government of souls between forces that 

dare to name themselves forces of progress and  
 



profess in the Symbol of Faith as One, Holy, Universal 

and Apostolic (...) continues in the Catholic Church, ruled 

by  

Christianity, we should not be distracted. Faced with the 

pressure of secularisation, removing God from the world, 

Christians of all faiths should help each other, support 

each other, learn from each other, how to effectively 

oppose the neopagan’s wave that is flooding us all. This 

was strongly emphasised by Pope Benedict XVI, who is 

hardly suspected of having liberal tendencies. 

         In 2011, the pope senior in Erfurt told the 

evangelicals: 'We should help each other: to believe 

deeper and more vividly. (...) Like martyrs from Nazi 

times, they led each other to each other and caused the 

first great ecumenical opening, similarly today in the 

secularised world the faith of experiencing from within 

is the strongest ecumenical force that leads us towards 

each other, towards unity with the only Lord.' 

 
              With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 

 

 

 

 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY  
18TH TO 25TH OF JANUARY 

In our Parish a special service for all Christian 
denominations will be held on Tuesday 23rd January, at 
12.00 noon in Our Lady of Lourdes’ church (Bransbury 
Road) - followed by legendary soup lunch prepared by 

our dear Sally Reis. Other services: Sunday 21st St James' 
church Milton Rd at 3 PM; Monday 22nd United 

Reformed church, Milton Rd; Weds 24th Sisters of 
Bethany, Nelson Rd at 2.30 PM; Thurs 25th Trinity Methodist church, Highland Rd; All at 12 midday, to 
consist of service plus soup lunch, except for  Sunday and Wednesday. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME!!! 

 
THANK YOU SO MUCH to all the people, who volunteer to help with ‘Open Church Project’ for homeless people 

in our city. It is really very ecumenical deed of mercy. 

   THANK YOU SO MUCH to Brian & Linda McCreesh, who help us so much with the First Communion 

sessions for children and their parents. And THANK YOU for organising such successful BARN DANCE for 

our Parish, and not only for our Parishioners. 

  THANK YOU SO MUCH to our Music Group, which makes our 10.15am Mass such joyful and powerful 

with singing to praise the Lord. You really encourage us much more to be involved in singing during the Mass 

  THANK YOU SO MUCH to DJ, who cares for our daily Liturgy to be well prepared.   

  THANK YOU SO MUCH to our SCRIPTURE MEETING attenders for your presence, faith and love to 

God’s Word, which can challenge us so much, and we can feel encouraged to repent, which means, to change the 

thinking.  

Last call for bookings for the Trinity Pilgrimage: 17th - 

28th September 2018 
  Fr Marcin is leading a pilgrimage from St Swithun's Southsea to 
Poland, Ukraine and Lithuania in September and invites you to join 

them. The pilgrimage will visit: 
  POLAND: Gdansk – Westerplatte, Gietrzwałd, Swieta Lipka 

Kraków – Lagiewniki (Divine Mercy Centre, St John Paul II’s Centre), 

Lancut, Zamosc, Sokólka (Eucharistic Miracle 2008), Suchowola & 
Mazury;  UKRAINE: Lviv, Lawra Poczajowska, Olesk, Zwaniec, Luck, 

Kamieniec Podolski, Zwaniec, Chocim; 
  LITHUANIA: Vilinius, Troki, Szydlów (1st Marian Apparition in 

Europe), Szawle, Kowno; 
Further details here: http://stswithuns.org.uk/?s=pilgrimage  

 

 

 

http://stswithuns.org.uk/?s=pilgrimage


MENTOR COUPLES  

  You are invited to our Mentor Couple’s Refresher Day on Saturday 24th February in St Michael’s 

Leigh Park, from 10am till 2pm. Please email mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk if you are able to attend.  

  

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING WORKSHOPS 

  The next NFP workshop will take place at St Michaels Church in Leigh Park on Wednesday 28th of 

February from 1830 to 2000.  This is for everyone who is interested in learning how to live an NPF lifestyle.  

Please email mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  if you would like to attend. 

 ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 

III SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY 

TIME 
 21-01-2018 

 
8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

 
+ Josephine Smalley RIP 
 Archibald Edgar & Elizabeth Burridge RIP 

Mass in Polish: + Teodora Kukula RIP 
 

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10; 
Psalm 24; 

1Corinthians 7:29-31; 
Mark 1: 14-20; 

MONDAY 
22-01-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

No intention 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

St Vincent, Deacon, Martyr 
2 Samuel 5: 1-7, 10; 

Psalm 88; 
Mark 3: 22-30; 

 
TUESDAY 
23-01-2018 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
11.00am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

No intention 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

NO MASS!!!! 

 
3rd Week in Ordinary Time 

 
2 Sam 6:12-15,17-19 

Psalm - 23; 
Mark 3: 31-35; 

WEDNESDAY  
24-01-2018 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

No intention 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

St Francis de Sales,  
Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

2 Samuel 7: 4-17; 
Psalm 88; 

Mark 4: 1-20; 

 
THURSDAY 
25-01-2018 

 
9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

 
Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

No intention 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

 
Acts 22: 3-16; 

Psalm 116; 
Mark 16: 15-18; 

 
FRIDAY 

26-01-2018 
 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

No intention 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 
 

NO MASS!!!! 

 
St Timothy, Bishop, Martyr & 

St Titus, Bishop 

 
2 Timothy 1: 1-8; 

Psalm 95; 
Luke 10: 1-9; 

SATURDAY  
27-01-2018 

 

10.00am Liturgy of the Word followed with 
the Holy Rosary prayer 

St Angela Merici, Foundress 2 Samuel 12:1-7,10-17 
Psalm 50; 

Mark 4: 35-41; 

IV SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY 

TIME 
 28-01-2018 

 
8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

 
For all Parishioners - living & dead 
 No intention 
Mass in Polish: + Malcolm Morse RIP 

 

Deuteron 18:15-20 
Psalm 94; 

1Corinthians 7:32-35 
Mark 1: 21-28; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
THURSDAY 
25-01-2018 

 
12.00noon 

 

NO MASS!!!! 
NO MASS!!!! NO MASS!!!! 

SATURDAY 
VIGIL of UNDAY 

 27-01-2018 

 

6.00 pm 
 

No intention 
 

 

 

Deuteron 18:15-20 
Psalm 94; 

1Corinthians 7:32-35 
Mark 1: 21-28; 

   

   OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total amount was: 

£1308.37 (55,8% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much appreciated. Your 
offertory make the life and work of the Parish possible. 

 GOING INTO HOSPITAL? Due to strict data protection rules it is essential on entering 

hospital to indicate your details or those of your relative to be passed on to the Catholic Chaplain. 

Also state that you or your relative would like the Catholic Chaplain to visit you. Chaplains visit the 

wards during the week and provide an on-call service in case of emergency.  

  Please, if You have any time to offer - visit our Dear Monica Madigan, who is now in The Victory Unit - 

Rehabilitation center in Portsmouth, Wyllie Rd, Portsmouth PO2 9NA, Phone: 023 9238 3021, asking for any 

company during long days of recovery. 

 

mailto:mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=the+victory+unit+phone&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjPpp6zgOXYAhWCF8AKHWhoDOwQ6BMIgAEwEQ
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=victory+unit+wyllie+road+portsmouth&oq=victory+unit.+Whiley+road&aqs=chrome.1.69i57j0l2.2124j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


St Swithun’s and Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Southsea 
Host:   A Little Way Healing Mission 

1st to 4th March 2018 

This weekend will provide an opportunity for Individual Healing of Memories for Parishioners on Friday, 

For Parish Prayer, Teaching and Sharing 

 

     DATE TIME                                 ACTIVITY   VENUE               

THURSDAY 

15th June 

4:15 – 4:45 

 

5:00 - 7.10pm 

 

 

 

7.30-9.00pm 

Team arrive 

 

Father Marcin and those helping in any way over the 

weekend meet with Fr Laurence, Pauline and team. 

Brief training for what is needed during weekend. 

Supper for all 6:15pm 

 

Healing Evening 

                                                                                        

 HALL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HALL 

 

FRIDAY 

16th June 

9.00am 

 

9.40am 

 

10.00am 

 

12.00pm 

 

1.00pm 

 

7.45 pm 

Approx. 

MASS   

 

COFFEE 

 

INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS 

 

LUNCH 

 

INDIVIDUAL APPOINTMENTS 

 

SUPPER  

CHURCH 

 

HALL 

 

SATURDAY 

17th June 

9:00 am 

 

10:00 am 

 

10.30 am 

 

1.00 pm 

 

2.00 pm        

 

 

 

 

6.00pm 

 

. 

MASS   

 

COFFEE 

 

HEALING OPEN DAY –  Session 1 

 

LUNCH 

 

HEALING OPEN DAY   - Session 2.  Finish 4:30 - 

5:00pm 

Cup of tea / cake  

SUPPER 

 

Praying over people after VIGIL MASS 

 

 

CHURCH 

 

 

 

HALL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH 

HALL 

SUNDAY 

18th June 

 

8.30am 

 

10.15am 

 

MASS   Fr Laurence will concelebrate. 

 

MASS  

At the end of both Masses 

Father Laurence and Pauline will say a few words, 3 

people from the weekend to give their testimony. 

 

Prayer Ministry offered after both Masses. 

LUNCH for all those involved in the organisation of the 

weekend.  All join Fr Laurence and Pauline to chat and 

share their impressions and experience of the weekend. 

CHURCH 

 

CHURCH 

 

  



  As mentioned in previous newsletters we have a 4 day healing 
mission here in our parish with the Littleway Healing ministries from 
Thursday 1st March to Sunday the 4th March.  
  Fr Laurence Brassill and Pauline Edwards and their team will be 
staying within the parish for the four days and firstly we are looking 
for Parishioners who would be willing to give members of the team 
bed and breakfast for their time here.  If you have a spare room and 
would be willing to accommodate any of these wonderful volunteers 
please contact Father Marcin or Kathleen in the Parish office.  

  On sale in the repository are copies of Pauline's book which many will find a valuable source of interest. 
There are also a number of posters at the back of the church that perhaps you would take away to advertise 
the event in relevant places. 
  We are hoping that you will be able to join us for the event and whilst you are here you may like to 
volunteer to help serve the refreshments at sometime during the day on Friday and Saturday. If you feel you 
could help please put you name and detail on the form in the foyer or contact the parish office by email: 
southseaparish@poertsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
  Most importantly please pray for the success of the Healing Mission and that all who attend will be truly 
blessed. 

  This Pastoral Year 2017-2018 our Baptismal Preparation Course includes 3 meetings: The Next 
preparation COURSE will be held in Lent 2018 - on Thursdays 8th at 7.30pm, 15th March at 7.00pm and on 
Saturday 7th April at 11.00am - and the Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on Divine Mercy Sunday, 
on 8th April 2018, during the Holy Mass at 10.15am. 
   Please, take the application form from the sacristy, or from the office, or upload from our website. 
Please, do your best to practice your faith before You will apply – attend the Holy Mass on the Lord’s Day 
– which is Sunday. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
  ALL those, who plan to become Catholic this year on Easter Vigil, please remember to 
attend RITE OF ELECTION: in St John’s Cathedral on Saturday 17th February. All are welcome 
to join Bishop Phillip to celebrate the Rite of Election and the call to continuing conversion. 
The next meetings will be held on Thursdays 27th February, 15th March and 22nd March, at 
5.30pm.  
   

  SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Are you in Year 9 or above and not yet Confirmed? Then join our 

programme of preparation which starts in March from 1800-1930 in the Cathedral on the following Fridays: 2nd, 9th, 16th, 

23rd March; 20th, 27th April and 11th, 18th May. This leads to a Confirmation Mass by Bishop Phillip on Sun 10 June at 

1500. Contact Fr Ansel in the Cathedral, please for further details or an application form: 

anseldmello@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk   
   
  INVITATION FROM BISHOP PHILIP TO ENGAGED COUPLES: Sat 17 March at 0915 in the Cathedral 
Centre for a special Engaged Couples Breakfast Event with the Bishop for those looking forward to marriage in 2018. 
This will conclude at 11.45am with a short Service of Blessing in the Cathedral. If you’d like to attend please contact 

Kirsten McGuire on 023 9282 0894 to register and obtain a letter of invitation. 
  

   Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 22nd January 2018 in St Swithun's 

Church Hall. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME! At 7.30pm: The Rosary prayer; 8.00pm our formation 

meeting with a prayerful time.    

 

 

mailto:southseaparish@poertsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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Portsmouth astronomer - our  
Dear Parishioner receives prestigious award 

  Professor Claudia Maraston has won the Eddington Medal for 
Astronomy from the Royal Astronomical Society for her work on the 
evolution of stars and galaxies. 
  Previous recipients include Stephen Hawking (1975) and Roger 
Penrose. Professor Maraston is one of only two women to have ever won 
the award since its inception in 1953 (the other being Professor Cathie 
Clarke from the University of Cambridge). 
  Professor Maraston, who is based in the University’s Institute of 
Cosmology and Gravitation, is a world-leader in modelling of the spectro-
photometric and mass properties of galaxies. These so-called Stellar 
Population Models are crucial to study galaxy formation and evolution both 
theoretically and by interpreting data. 
  Professor Maraston, who receieved the award for ‘investigations of 
outstanding merit in theoretical astrophysics’, said: “In my research I have 
always tried to push borders and go against the mainstream. This year 
marks 20 years after my PhD and I feel that receiving the Eddington medal 
is simply the greatest achievement I could hope for. I am very grateful to 
the Royal Astronomical Society Committee for appreciating my work.” 
  Professor Bob Nichol, Director of the Institute of Cosmology and 
Gravitation, added: “The ICG congratulates Claudia on receiving this award 
in recognition of her pioneering work in modelling the most complex 
objects in the Universe; namely galaxies full of different stars, all evolving 
differently over billions of years. I believe Claudia would agree with me that 
we are still at the beginning of understanding these wonderful objects in 
the sky, and there is still a lot more work to be done.” 
  Professor Pal Ahluwalia, Pro Vice-Chancellor Research and 
Innovation, said: “This award is a wonderful reflection of the world-leading 
research conducted by Professor Maraston, only the second woman ever to 
be recognised in this way, and her colleagues at the ICG,who are at the 
forefront of providing greater understanding of our Universe.” 

In recent years stellar population models have provided powerful tools for understanding galaxy evolution from high 
redshift to the present. Professor Maraston has revolutionised such models through a comprehensive understanding of 
stellar evolution. The models are publicly available at: www.maraston.eu  
  A landmark single-author paper by Professor Maraston, published in 2005, provided the first evaluation of how the 
input from stellar evolution theory impacts the predicted integrated spectra of galaxies. New features in the models, 
particular the inclusion of the evolved stellar phases (called the Thermally-Pulsating Asymptotic Giant Branch) resulted in 
lower ages than earlier models, a feature that helped to reconcile stellar population analysis of galaxy ages with the 
hierarchical galaxy formation scenario. 
  The new models constructed by Professor Maraston and expanded by her and others in subsequent work have 
generated huge interest and wide application. Her insights have pushed the details of stellar evolution into the realm of 
cosmology. CONGRATULATIONS - WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU DEAR CLAUDIA!!! 
   
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Julie Duffy, Patricia 

Ward, Pat Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckenna, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony 

Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred 

Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, 

Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan, Arthur Tobin, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler.  

  And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 21st  January: Please pray for: Michael Lawrence Egan, 

Etheldreda Knight , Angela Elizabeth Mallon, Kenneth Horace Tall, Anthony Kinght, Josephine Smalley, Harry Murray, 

Thomas Walsh, Margaret Wickenden, Gerry Tout, Margaret Maria England, Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William 

Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian Koerner, Eileen Nora Howard, Michael Valentine, Michael Garvey, Patrick 

McErlane, Kathleen Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, Margery Diana Woods (Maddy), Mary Millgate, Mary Robinson, Marie 

Stanway, Mary Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret Cross, Hilda Eliza Mary Vella, Elena Glacin, Mary Bulbeck, 

Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred Bennett, Mary Hyatt, Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder,  Katherine 

Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Ernest Gant, Teresa Malbon, Peter Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy 

Bradley, Geoffrey Browning, Margaret Ellen Brayfield, Sister Mechtilde Fox, Vernon Alfred Richard Read, Mildred Durr 

and Margaret Mabel Annie Griffin.  

  May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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