
 
 

 

The third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sunday which means “rejoice!” In the Advent Wreath, it 

is represented by the pink candle and signals our proximity to the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

  Joy is a very deep biblical theme, running densely through the prophets and Psalms and found in 

particular concentration around Christ in his birth and resurrection (cf. Lk 2:10-13, 24:52; see also Lk 

15:7, 10, 11-32). 

  We would do well to contrast joy and pleasure: for one, joy is often borne of trial, whereas pleasure is 

opposed to suffering; further, joy can be very communal—as is clearly the case with ancient Israel and as 

manifest in our liturgical jubilation, particularly at Christmas and Easter; whereas pleasure tends to be 

focused on the individual’s subjective experience. Finally, true joy is lasting, whereas pleasure is by its 

nature fleeting and temporary. 

      T H E  T H I R D  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T  P I N K ?   

( W H Y  I S  T H E  T H I R D  C A N D L E  I N  T H E  A D V E N T  W R E A T H  P I N K ? )  

• Purple is a penitential colour of fasting while pink (rose) is the colour of joy. 

• The 3rd Sunday in Advent is Gaudete Sunday (from the Latin meaning “rejoice”) which is taken from 
Philippians 4:4-5, the Entrance Antiphon of the day. 

• Long ago the Pope would honour a citizen with a pink rose (or a rose rose?) Priests then would wear 
pink vestments as a reminder of this coming joy.  

• Rose is also used during Laetare Sunday (the Fourth Sunday of Lent) to symbolize a similar 
expectation of the coming joy of Christ’s coming in Easter.  

 
 

TODAY (SUNDAY) - from 3.30pm to 
4.30pm Holy Hour for the vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life from our 
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http://ascensionpress.com/t/category/study-programs/catholic-bible-study/adult-bible-study/prophets
http://ascensionpress.com/t/category/study-programs/catholic-bible-study/adult-bible-study/psalms
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/2:10
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/24:52
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/15:7
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/15:7
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/15:10
http://www.usccb.org/bible/luke/15:11
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/laetare-sunday/


Parish and School at 3.30 to 4.30pm 



  Dear Brother and Sister in Christ, my Friends 

 

           Will Pope Francis change the prayer of the 

'Our Father'?  

        This is the question which I was asked dozen 

times last week. So, I treat this as the inspiration of 

the Holy Spirit to explain in my today’s thought for 

this weekend. I hope it will be helpful to look at this 

important subject in objective way. 

  This subject was triggered by the statement of 

Pope Francis in the programme about the Lord's 

Prayer which was broadcasted by Italian TV2000. 

The Pope expressed the opinion that the Italian 

translation of the sixth request contained in this 

prayer should be changed. Today it sounds like the 

English version: 'do not lead us into temptation’. 

Pope Francis mentioned that the French bishops 

changed their translation to the version: 'Do not let 

that we will fall into temptation'. 

          Hence meaning that ‘I am falling down, and 

not He is pushing me to temptation to see later how I 

fell down, because no father acts like that' - 

explained the Pope. 'The father helps you to get up 

straight away. The one who leads you into 

temptation is Satan, because it is his prime 

objective'. 

  Of course, it is not God who tempts us.  The 

letter of Saint James says: ‘Let no one say when he is 

tempted, “I’m tempted by God”; for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, and He himself tempts no one’. 

(James 1, 13) This matter is clear. 

  However, it is difficult to speak of a mistake in 

the translation of the 'Our Father' prayer which has 

gone unnoticed for over two thousand years. The 

popular translations of the Bible translates these 

words as 'and lead us not into temptation' (Matthew 

6, 13 & Luke 11, 4). And the phrase 'and lead us 

not into temptation’ is fixed in both Latin and many 

other languages which are the faithful translations of 

the original Greek text of the Gospel.  This 

paradoxical phrase portrays the biblical Jewish way 

of thinking about God as the sole perpetrator of 

everything. The point is that nothing happens in the 

world without God's knowledge and His consent. 

The Greek word 'petrasmos' translated as 

'temptation' also means – experience; test and not 

just a temptation. In the Gospel according to Saint 

Mark we read a sentence that sounds as shocking as 

the prayer from the 'Our Father': ‘The Spirit 

immediately drove him out into wilderness. And He 

was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan’. 

(Mk 1, 12-13a). The temptation comes from the 

devil, but it is the Spirit (or God) who led Jesus to 

the place of struggle with this temptation. 

  The words 'lead us not into temptation' show 

that it is not only permissible, but it is even 

necessary to ask God himself to reject the  

temptations and experiences. In this request, one can see 

a certain analogy with the call of Jesus in Gethsemane to 

the Father: 'take this cup away from me'. God does not 

want to torment us. He is the one who wants to lead us 

through darkness towards the light, but a moment of trial 

may be necessary. The  'Our Father’ Prayer is not a 

deserter's prayer in the face of trial but a prayer of a 

humble man; someone who understands that experiences 

must come and also understands more that he is weak. 

  However, is it not possible to accept such a 

translation, which will be more understandable for 

modern people who do not know the biblical mentality? 

There are some reasons for that; but there are also right 

reasons against what we should consider. The Lord's 

Prayer is entirely embedded in the Jewish mentality and 

grows from the Old Testament. It can be properly 

understood if we know the context. Who understands 

today: 'Hallowed be Thy name'? This is legible only in 

the light of the theology of God's name. It is worth 

preserving respect for the biblical text and for Tradition 

which has preserved the words of this prayer (the pattern 

for western languages was the Latin translation). 

  Adapting sacred texts to today's mentality 

conceals greater danger than the use of seemingly proper 

correction. Years of post-Vatican II Council experiments 

in the liturgy have issued many bitter fruits. The 

impression was that everything can be changed in the 

Church according to our needs. Meanwhile, the logic of 

the Lord's Prayer is different. It is God who takes 

precedence and we must correct our thinking according 

to His word, not the other way around. This is the 

beautiful gift of our mind and our intelligence that 

allows us to think, to find reasons and a deeper logic of 

the sanctities given to us. 

  Therefore, it is worth considering this matter in 

humility and truth.. 
               With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 
 

 



 

 ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
THIRD SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 

GAUDETE  
17-12-2017 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
3.30 to 
4.30pm 
4.30 pm 

D.J. Buckland  special Christmas intention 
For all baptized children & their Families 
 

HOLY HOUR with BISHOP PHILIP 
 
 

Mass in Polish:Marek & Pawel Weinke RIP 
 

 
Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11; 

Psalm - Lk 1; 
Thessalonian5:16-24 

John 1: 6-8, 19-28; 

MONDAY 
18-12-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
For the intentions of Carthew-Gabriel family 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

Liturgy of the Day 
‘O ADONAI’ 

Jeremiah 23: 5-8; 
Psalm 71; 

Matthew 1: 18-24; 

TUESDAY 
19-12-2017 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Elizabeth Jane Drew RIP 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

No intention 

Liturgy of the Day 
‘O ROOT OF JESSE’ 

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a 
Psalm 70; 

Luke 1: 5-25; 

WEDNESDAY  
20-12-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Winifred May Cassey RIP 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

Liturgy of the Day 
‘O KEY OF DAVID’ 

Isaiah 7: 10-14; 
Psalm 23; 

Luke 1: 26-38; 

THURSDAY 
21-12-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

Intentions of Rosita Manzano 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

Liturgy of the Day 
‘O MORNING STAR’ 

Song of Songs 2:8-14 
Psalm 32; 

Luke 1: 39-45; 

FRIDAY 
22-12-2017 

 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
Sr Marie Elise special Christmas intention 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 
 

No intention following with the Adoration & 

Divine Mercy Chaplet 

Liturgy of the Day 
‘O KING OF THE NATIONS’ 

 
1 Samuel 1: 24-28; 

Psalm 1 S 2 
Luke 1: 46-56; 

SATURDAY  
23-12-2017 

 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

Catherine Webb birthday 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

Liturgy of the Day 
‘O EMMANUEL’ 

Malachi 2:1-4,2 3-24; 
Psalm 24; 

Luke 1: 57-66; 

FOURTH 
SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 
 24-12-2017 

 
8.30 am 
10.15am 
1.00 pm 

 
+ Margaret Smith RIP  
For all Parishioners - living & dead 

Mass in Polish: + Danuta Hercun RIP 

 

 
2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-16; 

Psalm 88; 
Romans 16: 25-27; 

Luke 1: 26-38; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
THURSDAY 
21-12-2017 

 
12.00noon 

 

+ Jill Wright RIP 
Liturgy of the Day 

‘O MORNING STAR’ 
Song of Songs 2:8-14 

Psalm 32; 
Luke 1: 39-45; 

SATURDAY 
VIGIL of 
SUNDAY 

 23-12-2017 

 
5.45pm 

6.00 pm 

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
+ Rohan De Silva & Iris Melder RIP 

  

2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-16; 
Psalm 88; 

Romans 16: 25-27; 
Luke 1: 26-38; 

   OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total 

amount was: £1226.63 (59,5% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much 
appreciated. Your offertory make the life and work of the Parish possible.  
   

  Thank You for those who bought tickets for the Christmas 
BAMENDA afternoon. It was a very happy occasion and £536 was raised. 
In addition £60 was given to the Pompey Pluckers for the Da Vinci Robot 

at QA. The Hospital in Bamenda has been attacked the money raised are even more important for these 
people. THANK YOU!!!    

 



  ADVENT APPEAL - Dearest Parishioner, please support us with your kind donations to be very 

fruitful in ministry & service to the homeless, especially through the OPEN CHURCH PROJECT!!!  

  I would like to really thank You so much for all your kind gifts and donations with which You 
continue to support our ministry for the homeless. You are really incredible. With a huge joy we would 
like to inform You, that because your such generosity we are going to prepare CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
for homeless people this coming Saturday, 23rd December, from 6.00pm to 8.00pm. On this special time 
for them we will serve for them starter, first course, second course and desert, following with film “The 
Shack” for those who would like to stay longer. Also we will pass to them a very special Christmas 
Presents made by your charitable gifts and donations. This is possible only because your amazing support 
and so merciful hearts. Thank You. Thank You. Thank You. We will let them know, that everything we 
can do for them, it is because You are so merciful. Please, continue. 
  Please, also be aware, that some of our Parishioners regularly, even every night are going to the 
streets to serve a hot drink and some gifts to those who living there, and are in need. 

 

ALL THE ELDERLY PEOPLE ARE VERY WELCOME!!! 

 

 



  School Christmas Service Our Christmas Service is very close 
to Christmas! It will be held on Thursday 21st December at 1.30pm, 
at St Swithun’s Church. Please join us if you can to listen to the 
Christmas story, watch a simple nativity and sing some traditional 
and some new carols. 

  Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 11th 

December in St Swithun's Church Hall THIS MONDAY BEFORE OUR 

MEETING WE WILL expose the Blessed Sacrament from 7.00-7.30pm (on 

Monday 18th December). Please, come, and after that we will have our BEACON PROJECT MEETING. 

This time we will praise God and thank for all His graces granted us, and sometimes wasted by us. We will 

re-discover what A GRACE is and what kind of graces we can be open for. After the meeting - there will be 

an occasion for the sacrament of Confession. Be prepared, please. ALL ARE VERY WELCOME! 

CHRISTMAS   MASS   TIMES  2017 

24TH DECEMBER 2017 (SUNDAY) 

8.30am - SUNDAY MASS 

10.15am - SUNDAY MASS 

1.00 pm - SUNDAY MASS in Polish 
CHRISTMAS EVE (24th December) 

5.45pm - Christmas Carol Service - Carols sung by the children; 

  6.00pm - FAMILY’S CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 

8.00pm - CHRISTMAS EVE MASS (AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH, 
Bransbury Road, Eastney PO4 9JY) 

           10.00pm - CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS 

11.40pm - INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING 

   AT MIDNIGHT - CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS in Polish 
 

25TH DECEMBER 2017 CHRISTMAS DAY (MONDAY) 

8.30am - Christmas Morning Mass; ---------------------10.15am - Christmas Mass; ------------

--12.00 noon- Christmas Mass in Polish; 
 

26TH DECEMBER 2017 BOXING DAY (TUESDAY) 

10.00am - ST STEPHEN’S DAY in English & in Polish 
 

 

 



  HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - Last Meeting this year on Tuesday 
on 19TH December.   ALL are very welcome - no register, no checking the list from 7.40pm to 9.00pm 
in the church hall. The next one will be after New Year on 9th January 2018. 
 
  ALTAR SERVERS: will celebrate their patron St Stephen at the 1215 Mass on Boxing Day with medals 
for those who have completed one year’s serving.  

  

Dear Friends, dear Brother & Sisters in Christ - 
Thank You for all your kindness shown through your 
lovely Christmas Cards, gifs and donations, which I have 
started to receive through the last few days. I know that 
this time is a period when You show your support and 
gratitude to your priest. I know, that in England it is a 
custom to show your thanksgiving to your priests for 
whole year’s ministry, and Christmas Offering is 
dedicated to the priest. Dearest Parishioners - please, 
always first look after your Family’s members. Your 
prayers and kind support during the daily ministry in 
the Parish is something which I do appreciate so much. 
Any of your kind Christmas donations I would like to 
dedicate to my ministry with the young people in the 
Parish, and also support our annual summer trip to 

Poland with the altar servers. Please, accept my Christmas card in which I would like to 
wish You - a very Blessed Christmas & Happy New Year 2018 - and please, share my sincere 
wishes to all the members of your Families. THANK YOU for all! Also, please, accept this 
unleavened bread, which is in my national tradition a very strong sign of sharing all that 
is good with life. In such a special way in my country we tell each other, 'I love you, I care 
about you, I’m sorry for any bad words, deeds and I thank You that You are.' This 
Christmas I would like to say these words to You from the depth of my heart - and I promise 
to pray for You always, asking You to pray for me, that I will be a man and a priest 
according to the sacred heart of Jesus. Thank You for everything. 

  
Love of God: 1. Go for a walk, look at the plants, sunset, stars, listen to the sound of 
the sea, rain, wind, birds’ singing. 
2. Looking / listening, try to imagine how God created it all, as He wanted it to be 
beautiful and perfect... 
3. Realize that He did it for you. 
4. Thank Him. 
Love yourself: 1. Select five of photos of yourself, which mostly you do not like. 
2. Spend some time on them. See especially what makes you angry or hurt about 

them. Try to determine what does not ‘fit’ with your view of you - name it. 
3. Finally, try to look at yourself in the photos positively. Find good points and admire them 
Love the other: 1. Choose one person from among the family. 
2. Think about what he/she needs most now. What he/she lacks. 
3. Give it to him/her it this week if possible. Be good. 
4. Pray for this person today. 
5. Pray for the welfare of this person.  (spiritual exercise for every day of ADVENT You will find in the next newsletter) 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK  

MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 5:30pm to 5:55pm at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm 

and by request 

 

 

 



  The parish barn dance/ 

Ceilidh with the Blarney Band 
- Bring the sound of Ireland to any 
occasion with Blarney, the Irish duo of 
Dan and Keith Shannon. Whether you 
enjoy a lilting ballad, a rousing pub song, 
or a sweet sing along, you’ll find it with 
Blarney. This is music for any age and for 
any occasion; pub, private party, 
wedding, faire, or special event. Blarney 
harkens from Truckee, but loves to play 
Irish music… and has played all over 
Northern California and Nevada. Give us 

a call or send us an email and lets us join in making your occasion a memorable one. 
  Why not join us for the parish barn dance. This will include Ceilidh with the Blarney Band 
and takes place on Saturday 13th January 2018 from 7-10pm. 
  Costs will be £5 per individual or £10 per family. There will also be a raffle with great prizes. 
Donations can be left in the Sacristy. 

   CATHOLIC EDUCATION: The Bishop has written to ask that we make our voice heard regarding a critical        

decision which the government will soon be making on whether to overturn the admissions cap which prevents some 

schools from allowing all Catholic pupils to attend. By her own admission, the Secretary of State has said the rule has 

been ineffective and adversely affects Catholic families. By forcing Catholic schools to turn away Catholic children on 

the basis of their faith, the very principle of a Catholic parent’s right to choose a Catholic education is under threat. Please 

send an online message to the Secretary of State by visiting: http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap. 

 

OUR Parish Cinema’ invites all of us for a show of the next 

film: “JOSEPH & MARY” Their Love 

Protected Him, His Love Saved Us All (2016) - on Friday 
22nd December 8.10pm - in St Swithun’s church hall - 82 MIN. Coffee & tea served 

   
  JOSEPH AND MARY is a biblical drama that follows Elijah, a devout Rabbi, during a time of unrest 
when King Herod the Great‘s slaughter of innocents claims the lives of two boys Elijah had sworn to protect. 
Consequently, he makes it his life’s mission to avenge their deaths according to the laws of the land. 
Complications ensue when Elijah spends time with Joseph, Mary and their young Son, who challenges the 
very beliefs that fuel Elijah’s quest for retribution. He begins to question the true identity of this young boy. 
Could Jesus possibly be the Son of God? Was Elijah bearing witness to a two thousand year old prophecy? 

When the time comes to face his life-long enemy, Elijah finds himself warring within, whether or not to kill or 
to turn the other cheek and choose forgiveness, contradicting every scripture upheld by Elijah’s forefathers. 
JOSEPH AND MARY is a story of inspiration and hope, of mercy versus revenge, in the years before Jesus 
became the Man that ultimately changed the course of humanity forever. 

 

 

 

http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap


Blessing & giving the Miraculous Medal of The 
immaculate Mary to the First Communion Children 

  St Nicholas’ Day for the children 

   
  This Pastoral Year 2017-2018 our Baptismal Preparation Course includes 3 meetings: The 
Next preparation COURSE will be held in Lent 2018 - on Thursdays 8th, 15th and 22nd March - and 
the Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on Divine Mercy Sunday, on 8th April 2018, during the 
Holy Mass at 10.15am. 
   Please, take the application form from the sacristy, or from the office, or upload from our website. 
Please, do your best to practice your faith before You will apply – attend the Holy Mass on the Lord’s 
Day – which is Sunday. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Rosemary Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Julie Duffy, Patricia Ward, Pat 

Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckana, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, 

Eileen Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monica Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, 

Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan, Arthur 

Tobin, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries occur at this time 17th  December: Please pray for:  

  Anna Rainer, Margaret Davis, William Gast, James Michaelin, Ivy Lillian Koerner, Eileen Nora Howard, Michael Valentine, 

Michael Garvey, Patrick McErlane, Kathleen Mary Aldridge, Ellen Kiely, Mary Millgate, Mary Robinson, Marie Stanway, Mary 

Patricia Ann Morley, Grace Margaret Cross, Hilda Eliza Mary Vella, Monica Helen Halley, Johanna Mazumdar ("Joan"), Mary 

Bulbeck, Charles Oliver, Minnie Elliot, Winifred Bennett, Mary Hyatt, Gertrude Green, Arthur (Mick) Tressidder, Katherine 

Dogherty, Darrel Hugh Lochrie, Teresa Malbon, Peter Morley, Keith Lane, Lily Lawrence, Dorothy Bradley, Geoffrey Browning, 

Margaret Ellen Brayfield, Sister Mechtilde Fox, Vernon Alfred Richard Read, John Boone, Mary Coombes, Walter Ford, Charles 

Sanderson, Olive Grace, Patrick Malloy, Francis O'Leary, Nora Christina Gower & Winifred Freida Keane ("Freida"). 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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