
 

This Sunday is the second Sunday 
of Advent.  
In the Gospel, Mark 1:1-8, we hear 
about John the Baptist preparing 
people for the coming of Jesus. John 
baptised people in the river Jordan as 
he wanted them to change their ways, 
to reject sin and turn towards God.  
 
How do we prepare during Advent? 
We put up a Christmas tree and 
decorate it. We buy presents for other 
people and we wrap them up. 
 
This week, children in key stage 2 
have prepared for Christmas by joining 
Fr Marcin in a penitential service, 
when, through the sacrament of 
reconciliation, they confessed their 
sins to God and said sorry for all the 
things that they’ve done wrong. They 
have opened their hearts to God to 
welcome Him into their lives as they 
look forward to His birth at Christmas. 
 
 
Closing prayer: God of truth, help us 
to prepare for the coming of your Son 
and to share the message of your love 
with others. Amen. 
 
 
 
A Special Invite from Bishop Philip 
Bishop Philip will be visiting St 
Swithun’s Parish on Saturday 16th and 
Sunday 17th December. The Bishop 
has invited all our children, families, 
staff and other friends of the school to 
the 10.15am mass on Sunday 17th 
December and for refreshments in the 
parish hall afterwards. I hope to see 
many of you there.   
 
 
 
 

Mission Heroes 
At each Friday assembly, two classes 
choose their Mission Heroes – people 
from the community, school or parish, 
or those known locally, nationally or 
internationally, who demonstrate our 
St Swithun’s Star for that week. 
The Star for the last fortnight has been 
‘Look After Your Environment’.  

 
 
Staff Profile – School Council  
Each fortnight, the School Council will 
interview a member of staff. 
 
The next person interviewed by the 
School Council was Mrs Verhiest, our 
Acting Deputy Headteacher. 
 
What's your favourite thing about 
your job? 
I really enjoy making a difference. 
Helping children learn, make new 
friends and discover new interests. I 
feel privileged to play such an 
important part in our youngest 
children's life. 
What is your favourite ice cream 
flavour? 
It would have to be vanilla. I do like to 
have ice cream with sweets on the top, 
my favourite sweets to add are gummy 
bears! 
On a scale of 1-10 how much do you 
love your job? 
10!  Every day is different with a new 
challenge. Every day provides a new 
reason to smile. 
What is your favourite animal? 
Pandas, since I was a little girl I have 
always loved pandas. 
Do you have any pets? 
Yes a have a white and silver cat 
called Jelly Tot.  I also have 7 gerbils, 
after my children's two 'boy' gerbils 
had babies. 
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Class Masses 
These will be held in the school hall, 
commencing at 2.45pm. We look 
forward to welcoming you at your 
child’s class mass.   

 
 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon.  Please 
join us for your child’s class assembly, 
which begins at 3.10pm for which you 
may arrive at the School Office from 
3pm.   

 
 

School Christmas 
Service 
Our Christmas Service is 
very close to Christmas! It 
will be held on Thursday 
21st December at 1.30pm, 

in St Swithun’s Church. Please join us 
if you can to listen to the Christmas 
story, watch a nativity and sing some 
traditional and some new carols.   
 
 

FOSSS Christmas Fayre  
Come and meet Santa, try 
some food from our 
international food stands 
and let our choir get you in the festive 
mood. We look forward to seeing you 
all on Saturday 9th December from 
11am until 1pm. 
 
 

Christmas Post Box 
This year, we are 
carrying on with our 
Christmas Post Box. If 
your child would like to 

send a Christmas card to their friends 
in school, please make sure the name 
of the person they are sending it to is 
written on the envelope, as well as 
their class. 
The post box will be in the corridor 
near the Prayer Room and our elves 
will be delivering them to classes daily. 
Yours sincerely, The Prefects. 

 
 
Early Years Christmas Carols 

There will be no Christmas 
Performance from Early Years this 
year. Instead Ladybirds and 
Bumblebees would like to invite 
parents to their Carol Service on 
Friday 15th December at 9.30am, 
where they will be serenaded with 
some festive favourites and asked to 
join the children for a ‘homemade’ 
mince pie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Date Class 

16th January 2018 Panther 

6th February 2018 Gorillas 

Wednesday Date Class 

13th December Ladybirds 

10th January 2018 Panthers 

17th January 2018 Kangaroos 

24th January 2018 Starfish 

31st January 2018 Wolves 



 

Key Steps Gymnastics 
After practising 
gymnastic 
routines in their  
PE lessons this 
half term, 
children from 
Years 1 and 2 
competed 
against many 
other Portsmouth 
primary schools 

at Portsmouth Gymnastics Centre at 
the Key Steps Gymnastic event. They 
performed their routine individually in 
front of the judges! They also had to 
show they could balance along a 
bench and finish with a jump into 
landing position. All of the children put 
in a lot of enthusiasm and effort into 
this competition and as a result were 
awarded with 1st Place!  
 
 
Year 6 Football – League Matches 

‘Last Tuesday was a brilliant day! It 
was the last round of league matches 
for the Year 6 football team. We are all 
very proud of ourselves as we won 
every single match and finished 
undefeated. We had an average score 
of 4-1, which is outstanding. Being top 
of the league is an extraordinary 
accomplishment not only for us, but for 
our coach, Mr Palmer-Leeraar - we 

couldn’t have done it without him! We 
are also grateful for our amazing 
goalie, Freddie, who scored 2 goals. It 
was amazing to have the support of 
the school behind us and thanks to all 
the mums and dads who gave up their 
time to transport us there!’ 
Jay-Jay and Charlie, Leopards 

 
 
Warburtons Visit 
This week KS1 have had an exciting 
experience learning about healthy 
diets and hygiene with some of the 
staff from Warburtons. Each class 
were involved in deciding how much of 
each food group made up a healthy 
meal. Later in the morning they chose 
their own fillings and made their own 
sandwich which they were able to take 
home, along with a fresh loaf of 
Warburtons bread! The children 
thoroughly enjoyed it and will hopefully 
now be able to share some of their 
knowledge in helping their families to 
make healthy food choices.  

 
‘I loved making my sandwich and 
trying something new.’ 
Ellie, Starfish 

 
‘I was excited about spreading butter 
with my knife – I knew I had to be 
really careful!’ 
Daniel K, Starfish 



 

IBM Robot Day 
 ‘On 28th November, 
Year 6 had a surprise 
when some IBM 
workers came into 
school for the Annual 
Robot day. We split into 

groups, made roles for everyone and 
designed and built our Lego robots. 
We also designed a maze and had to 
program our robots to get round it – 
mostly. In the afternoon, we wrote and 
performed presentation about our 
robots before racing them! This was 
our favourite part! It was an amazing 
day and we give a massive thank you 
to everyone at IBM.’  
Isobel and Laura, Panthers 

 
 
Scholastic’s Totally Bananas 
Competition  

Scholastic’s Book Fair is coming to 
visit us at the FOSSS Christmas 
Fayre! With over 200 titles for you and 
your children to choose from, and 
prices starting from just £2.99, there is 
something for everyone. 
They are also running a competition to 
win an iPad and some goodies for the 
school. Scholastics are asking you to 
get creative to name their Happy 

Monkey and draw a picture or write a 
story about their furry friend. For more 
details and terms and conditions, 
please visit 
www.bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/happy
monkey. 
 
 
The Giving Machine 
Every year, shops pay millions of 
pounds in sales commissions to 
websites that direct online shoppers to 
them. The Giving Machine charity was 
set up to turn these commissions into 
free donations for good causes and 
over £1 million has been raised so 
far.  With more and more of us 
shopping online, and with around 2000 
great shops participating, this is a 
fantastic way for our school to benefit 
and all at no extra cost to you!  
Please follow the link and instructions 
below to set up your hassle free way to 
raise funds for our school community: 
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/gi
ver/join/?pbid=61118 
1. Use your email address or a social 

media profile to get started. 
2. Choose a password and select your 

preferences. 
3. Select the causes you wish to 

support. 
 
 
Job Opportunity – Portsmouth 
Diocese 
The Catholic Academies & Schools 
Office (CASO) in Portsmouth are 
looking to appoint an Administrative 
Assistant to support their work with the 
schools in the Catholic Diocese of 
Portsmouth. This is a part time post - 
14 hours per week (Thursday and 
Friday). This will be an interesting and 
varied role and would be suitable for 
an existing Clerk to the Governors, or 
those with an interest in school 
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https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/giver/join/?pbid=61118
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administration. The closing date is 18th 
January 2018 with interviews being 
held on 24th January. Please email 
rcarrjones@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

for more details. 
 
 
Vacancy at St Swithuns 
We have a vacancy for a Teaching 
Assistant to work in Key Stage 1. You 
will need to have: good communication 
skills; work well within a team and 
preferably have experience of working 
with the EYFS curriculum. The working 
hours will be 28.75 hours per week, 
8.45am-12.45pm and 1.15-3.00pm, 
term time only.   
 
If you would like to find out more about 
this role, please get in touch with Mrs 
Verhiest.   
 
 
Office News… 
Letters 
Please see below for a list of letters 
that were sent home recently: 
 
Early Years – 

 Panto Trip 

 University of Portsmouth Study 
(Selected Pupils Only) 

 
Year 1/2 – 

 University of Portsmouth Study 
(Selected Pupils Only) 

 
Year 5/6 –  
 University of Chichester Study 

(Wolves Only) 
 Social Media Feedback (PGL only) 
 English Club (Year 6 Only) 

 
 

Online Uniform Ordering 
We are delighted to confirm 
that online uniform ordering 
is now available for all 
sweatshirt, cardigan and 
polo shirt orders. PE Kit or any bag 
orders will still be dealt with by the 
school. Please go to:  
https://www.koolskools.co.uk/product-
category/st-swithuns-primary-school-
portsmouth/.    
The school will carry a range of 
samples for sizing purposes only. For 
those families not wanting to pay the 
delivery charge, please select "Local 
Pickup". You can then either collect 
directly from the store in Southampton, 
or have it sent to school free of charge. 
These orders will be sent on a regular 
basis but will take longer to deliver 
compared with normal online orders as 
they will be sent in bulk.   
 
 
Portsmouth City Council Fostering 
Event 
If you have ever considered fostering 
and wanted more information on how 
to get involved, Portsmouth City 
Council are hosting a drop in event at 
Holiday Inn, Farlington from 10am-
1pm on Saturday 27th January. 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!  

Well done to Niamh 
(Wolves) and her 
big sister Poppy 
who took part in ‘Big 
Band in a Day’ at 
Ronnie Scott’s Jazz 
Club, which was a 
part of a community 
outreach 

programme to engage young 
musicians in playing jazz. The day 
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culminated in a short performance on 
the club stage. 
 

Congratulations to Marie (Kangaroos) 
who was selected to take part in a 
photoshoot at the Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard to promote its life-size 
nutcracker sculptures, which will be on 
show during the Victorian Christmas 
Festival, representing different aspects 
of the Royal Navy. 
Marie was chosen because she 
achieved distinction in her Primary 
Ballet exam. She was featured in both 
local and national newspapers as well 
as on local television. 
 
 
INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 19th February 2018 

 Monday 23rd July 2018 

 Tuesday 24th July 2018 

http://www.historicdockyard.co.uk/victorian-festival-of-christmas-2017
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