
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Anniversaries are important – happy or sad. 

  Remembrance, around 11 November, is such an anniversary – a time to remember our war dead. 

  The Forces and the nation pay homage to the dead – and also to the living, those serving and the 

retired. We give thanks for their sacrifices and recall those who are bereaved. 

  Wearing poppies and the two-minute silence sees us acknowledge human suffering and how many 

lives have changed forever. Through injuries, and in so many other ways, a heavy price has been paid 

in physical and emotional hardship. 

  The Forces, their families, retired and wounded veterans are a community familiar with paying a 

price in order to uphold the security of the nation. 

  The deaths of our generation link us in a chain of sacrifice to earlier generations who suffered 

before ours. Sufferings past and present teach us respect for the human spirit, which is so resilient. 

  Our recent casualties, thankfully, have many to mourn them but helpfully the humble poppy 

enables us to focus on the unknown names of long ago whose sacrifice is known only to God. 

  It's really important that, despite the 

passing of years, sacrifice isn't forgotten. By 

remembering, I believe we become more 

humane people – thankful for the sacrifices of 

our dead and those still living. 

  Thankfulness shows humanity at its best 

alongside selflessness, courage, hope and many 

other virtues. 

  Thankfulness lies at the heart of Christian 

faith. 

  Thankfulness and hope account for how 

people manage to face the worst that life can 

throw at them and carry on. 

  So at this time of Remembrance, I believe 

we are renewed in our humanity, renewed by 

remembering what war does to human beings. 

Something as simple as saying thank you – as 

simple as the poppy – connects us again with 

the preciousness and the fragility of life. 
     
     Fr Michael Fava is the Administrator of the Catholic Bishopric for the Forces 
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 My Dearest Brother and Sister in Christ, my Friend 

 Last week I drew attention to the Eucharist as a source 

of freedom. Today, I would like to invite you to look at 

the Eucharist as a school of love. By analogy, we can 

say that the Eucharist is for us as the sun - the source of 

life-giving energy. Where the sun does not reach, there 

is no life. In the darkness life does not develop. If a 

Christian does not participate in the Eucharist, his life 

of faith gradually dies as the dying plants die. 

      In the early centuries of Christianity, during the 

great persecutions, the disciples gathered for the 

'breaking of bread' against the persecutions and threats 

of persecutors. They were led before court tribunals 

and answered with courage that they must participate in 

the Eucharist because they are Christians. Many 

suffered martyrdom for the faithfulness of the 

Eucharist, for fidelity to the Holy Mass. Also, in this 

country there is a large numbers of the martyrs who 

were caught during the celebration of participation in 

the Holy Mass, and died in very tragic ways.                      

   This was also the case in all subsequent persecutions. 

In German concentration camps and in Soviet camps, 

the priests, despite prohibitions and exposure to 

chicanery and even death, celebrated the Eucharist and 

passed on Holy Communion to the prisoners. Some of 

them gave their lives for celebrating Mass. A priest, a 

Jesuit named Walter Ciszek, who was arrested by Soviet 

communists in 1939 and sentenced to years of labour 

in the camps, mentioned in his book "With God in 

Russia," celebrated holy Masses in Siberia in the forest: 

"Our spiritual consolation was the Holy Mass. From 
time to time we were able to go to the forest ourselves 
in secret. We did not wear liturgical vestments, the tree 
trunk was an altar and we had to keep watch for fear of 
being discovered (...) But the Holy Mass gave us 
strength. In this Sacrament we were able to offer all of 
our sacrifices together with the sacrifice of Jesus, to ask 
for a blessing for those who may themselves pray in 
secret but could not worship Him publicly. (...) The 
comfort of this sacrifice was in me when we returned to 
the barracks in the darkness and silence of the forest.' 
    The Eucharist has always been at the centre of the 

Liturgy of the Church; Mass was the first prayer of the 

Church and the summit of her prayer. Why? Because 

the Eucharist is the most important moment in the 

history of salvation: the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus. This is the Sacred Sacrifice of the 

Church. In it Christ, our only Priest, who once offered 

himself on the cross for the salvation of the world, 

renews and presents his sacrifice. In the Eucharist, He 

always gives himself to the Father for us. In this act of 

surrendering of the Son, the Father participates in the 

whole Church, every one of us now participates. 

     The Body and Blood of Jesus is present in the form 

of bread and wine, separated by his death on the cross. 

This death, made present in the Eucharist, reveals to us 

the supreme love of God for man. The Eucharist is the 

living fulfilment of Jesus' words: “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. [Jn 3:16) 

      The magnitude of love is measured by the 

magnitude of the gift. God's love for us is infinite, as the 

gift of the Father in Jesus Christ is infinite. If we 

discover inwardly the infinite love of the Father 

revealed to us in Jesus, then we will discover the 

essence of the Eucharist. On the other hand, the 

contemplation of the Eucharist and live participation in 

it can bring the infinite love of God to us. 

      We must always remember that love is measured 

by the gift. The Eucharist not only reveals the love of 

God to man, but infills us with that same love. Thanks 

to the Eucharist we are able to love as God loves us. 

Jesus says – “As the Father has loved me, so I have 

loved you, abide in my love” [Jn 15, 9]. 

      Thanks to the Eucharist, we continue to love God 

Himself. And while our love is not infinite, like the 

Creator's love, it is open to His love. Our fragile and 

weak love is made divine by the Eucharist. Saint Cyril 

of Jerusalem says that through the Eucharist, "the body 
and blood of Christ are spread among the members. 
Thus we become partakers of the Divine Nature and 
His Divine Love”. 

      The Eucharist is the source of all love for us: God, 

neighbour, ourselves, the world, charity of friendship, 

marriage, parenthood, priesthood, religious; love in 

every vocation and state of life. The Eucharist enables 

us to love as Christ loved us: “By this we know love, 
that He laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brethren’ [1 Jn 3:16) 

    This attitude of love, which gives life to others and 

for others, is possible only if, thanks to the Eucharist, 

we enter into the logic of true love, which is measured 

by the gift. For the measure of love is a measure of the 

gift. The greatest gift is always the 'gift of life'; “Greater 
love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends” [Jn 15, 13]. The greater the gift for the 

loved one, the greater the love. 

      Each of our participation in the Eucharist, receiving 

Holy Communion, and adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament asks us to question our love: who is it based 

on? Who most counts in our love? What is dominant 

in it - feeling, looking for impressions, sensations, or 

sacrificial effort of another? 

       Through the Eucharist we can measure and test 

our love. The Eucharist is also a warning to us not to 

base our love on human needs, experiences, 

expectations or even more demands. 

  

          With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 



  During October a small group (usually 1-

2 at a time) kept vigil peacefully praying and 

offering support near the BPAS abortion clinic 

at St Mary's Hospital in Milton as part of 

the 40 Days for Life initiative.  

  Over this period they faced a campaign 

of sustained abuse from a group called 

Hampshire Pro-Choice who want to see them 

banned from praying near the hospital. This 

pressure group have persuaded a councillor to 

bring forward a motion at the Portsmouth council meeting on Tuesday 14 November at 1pm seeking to 

have the group banned from peacefully praying outside the hospital.  

  We need as many people as possible to contact their local councillors asking them to vote against 

this motion from councillor Will Purvis and uphold this group's right to peacefully pray and offer support 

there. A sample email and list of councillor contact details is available here.  https://goo.gl/phcdNR 

  Bishop Philip Egan has attended the vigil on a number of occasions, the council are portraying it 

incorrectly as a protest, and this is an important freedom of speech/religious freedom issue. As well as 

acting as an important witness, these vigils manage to save the lives of a number of babies, by offering 

vital help which is not otherwise on offer to their mothers.  

 

  Fantastic response to vicious criticisms of Life, by MP Fiona Bruce MP Fiona Bruce, responded to the 
Adjournment debate on the 50th anniversary of the Abortion Act 1967 which took place on 6th November. 
We are grateful for her strong defence of Life's services following Paula Sherriff's vicious and unjustified 
criticisms. She writes: 
  Criticism was made of a grant from the money raised by the tampon tax to the charity, Life. Since it 
was founded in 1970, Life has helped to house more than 12,000 vulnerable mothers and babies and 
provided help and non-directive counselling to tens of thousands more. 
  Life was described in the debate as an anti-choice organisation. Far from being anti-choice, Life seeks 
to give women a genuine choice about whether to keep their baby and to offer them much-needed support 
if they choose to do so. 
  The grant of £250,000 awarded to Life over three years was described in yesterday’s debate as:  
“the largest sum from the tampon tax fund”.—[Official Report, 6 November2017; Vol. 630, c. 1307.] That, too, 
is incorrect. It was, in fact, only about the 10th largest. 
  But that sum, so stridently objected to by some in the Chamber yesterday, is dwarfed by the amount 
paid to abortion providers. 
  The sums are staggering. Over the past 
decade, hundreds of millions of pounds of 
taxpayers’ money have been paid to private 
sector abortionists. The Times reported that the 
head of Marie Stopes International, to which 
we pay millions of pounds to carry out 
abortions in the UK and overseas, received a 
phenomenal £420,000 in one recent year 
alone—four times the Prime Minister’s salary. 
Twenty-two of its employees were paid more 
than £100,000 each. What kind of charity is it 
that pays its staff these sums out of public 
money? Surely the Charity Commission should 
be investigating this. 
  On the 50th anniversary of the Abortion 
Act 1967, may I express my concern at reports 
resulting from Care Quality Commission’s 
investigations into the abortion practices of Marie Stopes International, which is described by some as an 
industry? Last year, the CQC’s inspection report identified a wide range of concerns about the way in which 
abortions are carried out by MSI, including criticism after finding dead, unborn babies in open bins. Again, 
what steps are Ministers taking to address these concerns? This is not just about me as one individual 
expressing concern, but the Government’s own regulator doing so. 

 

 

https://40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/portsmouth/
https://goo.gl/phcdNR


  We should also be concerned about another abortion provider and charity, the British Pregnancy 
Advisory Service, which describes itself as a not-for-profit charity but appears to be involved in lobbying to 
change abortion law, despite statements made by the previous Government that “taxpayers won’t be made 
to foot the bill for political campaigning and political lobbying.” 
  My right hon. Friend Matt Hancock, who was then Minister for the CabinetOffice, said in February 
2016: “Taxpayers’ money”— must not be—“wasted on the farce of government lobbying government.” Yet I 
recently received a letter from BPAS, which included the following: 
  “I am writing today to ask that you consider defending and extending reproductive rights in the UK 
during the course of this Parliament…all Parliamentarians—regardless of their personal view on abortion—
should support decriminalisation of abortion in the UK.” 
 The letter, dated 10 July 2017, asks me—I presume it was sent to all MPs—to support a campaign. I am 
placing a copy of it in the Library. I understand 
that Ann Furedi, chief executive officer of 
abortion provider BPAS, is on record as saying, 
at the London launch of the “We Trust Women” 
campaign, the stated aim of which is 
decriminalisation of abortion: “I want to be 
very, very clear and blunt…there should be no 
legal upper limit”. 
  The campaign’s website states that it 
campaigns to see the 24-week abortion time 
limit “removed from criminal law.” What steps 
are being taken, both by the Government and 
the Charity Commission, to address lobbying of 
this nature by a government-funded 
organisation? 
  In yesterday’s debate, mention was made 
of Professor Lesley Regan from the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, who I understand 
supports decriminalisation and persuaded its council—but not the membership—to back decriminalisation in 
a ballot. I understand Professor Regan has argued that the practice of abortion should be no more restricted 
by the law than the practice of having a bunion removed. If so, I find this incomprehensible. In her response 
to the debate last night, the Under-Secretary of State for Health, my hon. Friend Jackie Doyle-Price, 
reflected this when she said: “I am sure that everyone in this House agrees that no woman undertakes a 
termination lightly. For many, it is extremely traumatic”. [Official Report, 6 November 2017;] 
  I agree. That is why there are protections within the current law, such as the requirement for two 
doctors to certify approval, and that, apart from in exceptional circumstances, late-stage abortions after 24 
weeks should not take place. And the public appreciates this. I know that polling figures can be questioned, 
but it is interesting to note that very recent polling from ComResshows that a massive 72% of people believe 
that, far from lifting the practice of abortion outside the current legal parameters in place today, such as the 
requirement of legal consent from two doctors, these parameters should remain in place.  
  That this message is not a fluke is underlined by an unlikely source: recent, extensive BBC-
commissioned polling by ICM that clearly showed respondents supporting two doctors continuing to approve 
an abortion. It showed a clear rejection on the grounds of abortion due to disability and far lower support for 
abortion under other circumstances than may have been expected, and certainly would be expected if one 
listened only to the campaigning of those who are pushing for decriminalisation. As these polls indicate, that 
is not what the British public want. A ComRes poll from May shows that 70% of people want the 24-week 
time limit lowered—not surprisingly bearing in mind medical advancements in foetal viability over the last 
50 years—and that 91 % want a specific ban on the practice of abortion on the grounds of a child’s sex. 

  It is important that we 
remember here that those who 
campaign for decriminalisation 
and the sweeping away of the 
safeguards that that would 
entail never mention that a 
modern and humane abortion 
law should consider and uphold 
the dignity and rights not only of 
the woman but of the unborn 
child. 
 

 

 



ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
XXXII SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY 
TIME 12-11-2017 
REMEMBRANCE 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
6.00 pm 

Dec members and friends of the Malbon Family 

+ Myra Foley RIP 
Mass in Polish: For Poland on 99th 
anniversary of the Independence   

Wisdom 6: 12-16; 
Psalm 62; 

1Thessalonians 4: 13-18; 

Matthew 25: 1-13; 

MONDAY 
13-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ John Murphy RIP 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 
32ND Week in Ordinary Time 

Wisdom 1: 1-7; 
Psalm 138; 

Luke 17: 1-6; 

TUESDAY 
14-11-2017 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

For Bp Philip on his 62nd Birthday 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

For the Holy Souls from the November List 

 
32ND Week in Ordinary Time 

Wisdom 2: 23 - 3: 9; 
Psalm 33; 

Luke 17: 7-10; 

WEDNESDAY  
15-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
11.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

For the Holy souls in Purgatory 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

St Albert the Great, 
Religious, Bishop, Doctor 

of the Church 

Wisdom 6: 1-11; 
Psalm 81; 

Luke 17: 11-19; 

THURSDAY 
16-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

For dec. members of the Tay and Goh families 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

SOLEMNITY of  
St Edmund of Abingdon, 
Bishop, Joint-Principal 
Patron of the Diocese 

Ezekiel 47: 1-2,8-9,12; 
Psalm 45; 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17; 
John 2: 13-22; 

FRIDAY 
17-11-2017 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Jayne McLuckie RIP 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 
 

Holy Souls, following with Exposition of The 

Blessed Sacrament & Divine Mercy Chaplet sung 

 

St Elizabeth of Hungary, 
Religious 

 

Wisdom 13: 1-9; 
 Psalm 18; 

Luke 17: 26-37; 

SATURDAY  
18-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ John Mason RIP 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

Dedication of the Basilica 
of St Peter & St Paul, 

Rome 

Wisd 18:14-16;19:6-9 
Psalm 104; 

Luke 18: 1-8; 

XXXIII SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY 
TIME 19-11-2017 

8.30 am 
10.15am
6.00 pm 

For all Parishioners living & dead 

Mary Blackburn & Celia Madden RIP 
Mass in Polish: Dec members of the 
Zukowsky family  

Proverbs 31: 10-31; 
Psalm 127; 

1Thessalonians 5: 1-6; 
Matthew 25: 14-30; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
THURSDAY 
16-11-2017 

 
12.00noon 

 
For the Holy Souls from the November List 

SOLEMNITY of  
St Edmund of Abingdon, 
Bishop, Joint-Principal 
Patron of the Diocese 

Ezekiel 47: 1-2,8-9,12; 
Psalm 45; 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17; 
John 2: 13-22; 

SATURDAY 
VIGIL of SUNDAY 

 18-11-2017 

 
5.30pm 

6.00 pm 

 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls  

+ Angela Martin RIP 
 

Proverbs 31: 10-31; 
Psalm 127; 

1Thessalonians 5: 1-6; 
Matthew 25: 14-30; 

 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The 

total amount was: £1284.33 (61.5% Gift Aid). As always, your 
generosity is much appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of 
the Parish possible.  
 

RED BOXES: Please return the Missio Boxes to the sacristy, so they 
can be emptied. 

  

 The parish barn dance/ Ceilidh with the Blarney Band  
on Sat 13th January 7-10pm in the newsletter? £5 per individual / £10 per family. There will 

also be a raffle with great prizes. Donations can be left in the Sacristy. 
   

  Drivers needed - to transport elderly people to the Christmas Day meal at St 
John’s Cathedral. It means picking up between 2 and 2.30 and collecting again at 
approx. 5.30. If you ate able to help please contact Mrs Bobbie Cozens 
cozensbe@googlemail.com or on 07713160471. 

 



  HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Bishop Philip is 62 this Tuesday 14th November – 

We wish Him a lot of spiritual & physical strength and many graces from The 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, to Whom He dedicated his ministry among us. May Our 

Lady protect him with Her blessings on the way of Christ’s salvation. Have a 

Blessed Birthday Dear Bp Philip. We 

offer the Holy Mass this Tuesday at 

10.00 am in thanksgiving for the gift of 

life of the successor of the Apostles in 

our Diocese. If you wish to send Him 

Birthday card, here is His address: His 

Excellence Bishop Philip Egan, Bishop's House, Bishop 

Crispian Way, Portsmouth, Hants PO1 3HG. E-mail 

address: bishop@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

  

Agenda for Bishop Phillip’s visit 
 

16TH December 2017 (Saturday) 
 

 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:  9.30 to 10.am 
 Holy Mass at 10.am 

 The Rosary Prayer at 10.30am 
 Pastoral Council and Finance Committee meeting with the Bishop at 11.15am 

 Lunch with PPC and others 1pm 
 Vigil Mass at Our Lady of Lourdes at 6.00pm marking 80th Anniversary of the 

Dedication of the church, following with the meeting with Parishioners 
(Refreshment)  

 

17TH December 2017 (Sunday) 
 

 The Holy Mass at 8.30 am 
 Celebrating the Holy Mass Mass at 10.15 am with the Parish and Catholic St 
Swithun’s Catholic School - staff, children and Parents following with Tea and 

Coffee - meet the parish in the hall 
 Lunch with the Sisters at 1.30pm 

 
 Holy Hour for the vocations to the priesthood and religious life form our Parish and 

Schools  at 3.30 to 4.30pm 
 Polish Mass normally at 6pm brought forward to 

4.30pm, following with the meeting with Polish 
Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bishop@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 

13th November in St Swithun's Church Hall from 7.00-

9.00pm.  ALL are very welcome. 

 

HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - This 
Tuesday on 14TH November.   ALL are very welcome - no register, no checking the list from 7.40pm 
to 9.00pm in the church hall. 

The next CHIMES meeting at Our Lady of 
Lourdes 2.30 PM next Tuesday, 14th Nov.  

 
ROMERO: HEARTBEAT OF EL SALVADOR  

  Rise Theatre Company are currently touring 

with a play about Oscar Romero, Archbishop of El 

Salvador one of our 20th century martyrs.  They will 

be performing in St John's Cathedral Portsmouth 

on Saturday 18th November at 1930. Tickets at a 

special reduced price of £5 for adults, £2 for under 

18s available CDC, on line 

http://www.ticketssource.co.uk/risetheatre   or call 

Maureen 01243 377411  

 
  The next Ascent Group meeting will be held 
in the Church Hall on Monday November the 

27th from 2-15pm. A Pre-Christmas Musical Entertainment will be performed and Donations collected will be 
given to the Lotus Flower Trust (For Orphaned Children in India) and to the Local Rowans Hospice. All 
welcome to attend. 

 
 The Parish Pastoral Council have suggested that the Parish might like to have a get together on New 
Year’s Eve in St. Swithun’s hall;  it is proposed to be an American Supper style event where we all bring our own 
food and drink. It is proposed as a family night so that everyone can bring their children and also friends.  We will 
have our own music (cd’s etc) and there will be games for the children to make the New Year a special event in the 
Parish.  At this stage we are just asking if you would like us to stage this event and would be grateful if you would 
just put a tick in the column below so that we can assess if there is enough interest. 

 

Mentor Couple’s Training Day- 25th November-09h30-4h30 - Training for Married Couples to 

accompany Engaged Couples (Donation Only). This event is for Married Couples who wish to accompany Engaged 
Couples preparing to receive the Sacrament of Marriage. It would be advantageous if Couples have attended the Day of 
Enrichment for Married Couples in September, not essential. This training day is an opportunity for would be Mentor 
Couples to see in action, what the journey with Engaged Couples involves and how one’s own marriage can be enriched 
in the process. Venue – St Michael & All Angels, 437 Dunsbury Way, Leigh Park. PO7 5BD 

  Kindly RSVP to Aba Shields on mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk by November 4th 2017, for any of 

the Events as spaces are limited. 

  ADORE (Alton Day Of REnewal) – Saturday 25th November 11.00-4.00 
You are warmly welcome to a mini-retreat day (or morning/afternoon) of spiritual refreshment and renewal, focussing on 
the Charisms or gifts of the Holy Spirit. At Alton School, Anstey Lane, Alton GU34 2NG. 11.00am Rosary; 11.30am Mass; 
12.15 Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; 1.00pm Shared lunch; 2.00pm Praise & Worship; 2.30 Talk “The Greatest Gift 
is Love” by Kristina Cooper; 3.30 Prayer for healing. We end about 4pm. There is no need to register in advance, and no 
charge (though a collection will be taken to cover costs). For more information and directions, see poster or website: 
www.altonrenewal.com Or telephone Deacon John Foley on 07769 251747.There is no December meeting – the next will 
be on 27th January, when our guest speaker will be Charles Whitehead  talking about the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 
26TH NOVEMBER 6PM: "YOUTH SUNDAY WITH BISHOP PHILIP".  

  Bishop Philip invites young adults (16-35) from around the Diocese to join him at the Cathedral for Mass 

and an evening of inspiring talks and social. This is a great opportunity to network with other Catholic students 

from around the Diocese and connect to events further afield. St John's Cathedral, £7pp (incl. food and drinks.) 

 

 



   ASSISTED SUICIDE: WILL IT BECOME PART OF THE CURRICULUM?  A talk and discussion led by Dr Ed 

Neville FRCP Consultant Physician at QA Hospital. If this issue touches you or is your concern you are invited to 

set time apart in your diary on Thu 16 Nov at 1930 in CDC. Sponsored by Portsmouth Catholic Medical Association. 

There will be light refreshments available. 

 
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

  As winter closes in and the temperature drops I am sure some of us in our comfortable beds at night will 
be sparing a thought for those who are homeless and facing another night on the streets. Well there is now a 
chance to do something about it! Our Parish in St Swithun’s in Southsea is delighted to be part of what is 
called “Open Churches” which is a rolling shelter where a different church will open its doors one evening a 
week from 29th January to 25th February. Up to 10 guests will stay in a different church where they will receive 
a warm welcome, a hot meal, comfortable and warm clean bedding and a peaceful night's sleep. In the 
morning there will be a simple breakfast and guests depart by 8am. 
  If you be willing to contribute a few hours of your time to reach out to this marginalised group of 
people? If so please contact Lisa Butler at lisabutler100@hotmail.com or call Lisa on 07444714835 for more 
information and about the training session which will take place on November 28th. We hope you will join us 
and guarantee that you will receive much more than you give. 

 

  OUR Parish Cinema’ invites all of us for a 

show of the next film: “WAR ROOM -  
Prayer is a Powerful Weapon”  

on Friday 10TH November 8.10pm - in St Swithun’s 

church hall - 119 MIN. Coffee & tea served 
  From the award-winning creators of Fireproof and Courageous 
comes WAR ROOM, a compelling drama with humour and heart 
that explores the power that prayer can have on marriages, parenting, 
careers, friendships, and every other area of our lives. 
  WAR ROOM is a vivid reminder that prayer is a powerful weapon. 
 “WAR ROOM is a terrific movie, gripping and inspiring! It has 

that dynamic mix of good acting, an interesting storyline, and 

humour tossed in at the right moments.”Dove Foundation 
    

 

  Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Rosemary 

Devonald, Dominic, Carol Langsford, Julie Duffy, Patricia Ward, Pat 

Groom, Stan Whitnell, Mary Mckana, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, 

Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen 

Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monika 

Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, 

Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan, Arthur Tobin, Jo Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries 

occur at this time: 12th November: John Murphy, Barbara Aitchison, Annie Waller, William Gill, Lucie Julienne Benjamine McFarlane, 

Joseph Walsh, Suzanne Florin Gabriel Baines, Mary Ellen Ford, Alice Hudson, Mary Chadwick, Marguerita Rowden, Frederick Ball,  Hilda 

Ross-Cameron, Elizabeth Jeffrey, Anna Gajlewicz, Frederick Peter Pappa, Francis Vella, James Gilbert Manning, Albert Davis, Peter 

Gordon-Smith, Ronald Edward Erridge, John Cronin, Edna Francis Treagus, Joseph Edmund McFaul, Edith Croucher, Claire Ellen 

Burbidge, Lucy Eleanor Stringer, Thomas Joseph Blake, Helen Margaret Wilson, Margaret Giles, Jayne McLuckie, Lena Sheppard, 

Frederick William Sedgwick, Nora Preston, Kaz Longford, Doris Porter, Bronislaw Szabunio, Stanley John Mason, Thomas Frederick 

Farrelly, Thomas Michael Muldowney, MihcaWilliam John McLoughlin, Michilina Tluszcz, Michael Kelly, Edward Mallin, Monica Lillian 

Amos, Michael Hogan, Michael Andrew Unwin, Kitty Whiting, 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  ; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 

 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION THIS WEEK  

MONDAY to SATURDAY 9.30am to 9.55am at St Swithun’s  

Tuesday & Friday: 6:30 pm to 6:55 at St Swithun’s 

Sunday: 8.00am to 8.25am; 5:30pm to 5:55pm at St Swithun’s 

Saturday at Our Lady of Lourdes’ church: 5.30pm to 5.55pm 

and by request 
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