
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Bamenda  

SUNDAY 

 

 Bamenda and Portsmouth 

  In 1974 the dioceses of Bamenda and Portsmouth were formally twinned. Bamenda is the capital of 
North West Province in Cameroon, West Africa. In 1970 the Bamenda Diocese had been created and Paul 
Verdzekov appointed as the first bishop. Later the diocese of Kumbo was split from Bamenda and Cornelius 
Esua appointed its bishop. In January 2006 Archbishop Paul retired to be replaced by Archbishop Cornelius 
who today is assisted by Bishop Michael Bibi. 
  Back in 1974 the first missionaries from Portsmouth went out to Bamenda to spread the Gospel. Today 
that situation is now reversed, this autumn we have three priests from Bamenda Diocese ministering in our 
Diocese of Portsmouth and hopes and prayers that two more will be awarded the appropriate documentation 
to join us in 2018. 
  In 2014 we celebrated the 40th anniversary of the link with delegations from both dioceses visiting each 
other. Over the past 40 years more than £1,000,000 raised by Portsmouth Diocese has been spent on 
supporting projects in Bamenda in collaboration with the local communities in the areas of Faith, Health, 
Education and Social Welfare. More details on this work can be seen under the Projects Section of the 
website. 
  The Portsmouth Bamenda Committee serves this link on behalf of the Diocese as a channel of 
information and mutual support, and by administering the funds that are contributed from the annual 
Bamenda Sunday collection and from parishes and other organisations/institutions who have taken on specific 
projects. 

The month of November is dedicated to the 

Holy Souls in Purgatory. The Church 

commemorates all her faithful children who 

have departed from this life, but have not yet 

attained the joys of heaven. St. Paul warns us 

that we must not be ignorant concerning the 

dead, nor sorrowful, "even as others who have 

no hope ... For the Lord Himself shall come 

down from heaven ... and the dead who are in 

Christ shall rise.”  

  The Church has always taught us to pray for those who have gone into eternity. Even in the Old 

Testament prayers and alms were offered for the souls of the dead by those who thought "well and religiously 

concerning the resurrection." It was believed that "they who had fallen asleep with godliness had great grace 

laid up for them" and that "it is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that they may be 

loosed from sins." We know that a defiled soul cannot enter into heaven. 

 

  During the month of November, we pray the Holy Rosary every day  
and we offer Mass twice a week for the Holy Souls. 
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 My Dearest Brother and Sister in Christ, my Friend 

 
      Today, I would like to focus on The Holy Eucharist, 

which is the source of freedom. 

  A man living in captivity, whatever it may be: 

political, economic, ideological, emotional, moral, 

spiritual, always feels humiliated and so many choose what 

to them seems a decent death in the struggle for freedom 

rather than life in slavery. This is confirmed by national 

uprisings, revolutions and various kinds of revolts, 

objections or escapes. 

  The fights for national release, class, social, cultural, 

or economic liberation struggle through the history of the 

world as far back as human memory goes. As it was in the 

ancient past so it is in modern times. The twentieth century 

was a special time for many people and nations to be 

liberated. Never before have there been so many people in 

the history of open struggle for political freedom, as in the 

twentieth century. Combat and class liberation also 

dominated the social and political life of the last century. It 

was in the name of class or national freedom that dozens of 

nations were subjected to the oppression of totalitarianism, 

which left terrible wounds. 

  When the communist system collapsed at the end of 

the twentieth century, many believed, somewhat naively, 

that the days of long-term peace and the freedom of nations 

would come. But a powerful international terrorism has 

emerged. It has dominated the world of politics and so 

began a regular war for liberation from a terrorist threat 

that keeps tugging and captivating almost the whole 

western world. 

  Group and collective liberation, made by force, tears 

nations and social classes from one bondage to another, 

usually deeper. It soon became apparent that political 

liberation in the 20th century saw so many countries in 

Africa and Asia transform into economic slavery. Terrible 

civilizational, economic and cultural inequalities have 

become a source of new dependence and subjugation. What 

can a nation do with its political freedom if there is 

economic poverty, illiteracy, lack of bread and clean 

water? 

  Trials of external liberation can only be crowned 

with success if they precede it and are accompanied by 

internal and personal liberation. Freedom is not only a 

social, political or economic value, but a personal one too. 

If liberation, whatever it is, is not to be transformed into a 

new form of enslavement, it must be accompanied by 

personal liberation: spiritual and moral. 

  Viktor Emil Frankl (an Austrian neurologist and 

psychiatrist as well as a Holocaust survivor) uses the 

concept of neurotic triad to depict the enslavement of 

modern man, including depression, aggression and 

addictions. 

  Depression is a manifestation of helplessness, 

impotence, and internal bondage to the demands of 

freedom that a person cannot or does not want to carry. 

A state of aggression is a helpless attempt to cast 

internal captivity on others; A man who uses violence in a 

hypocritical way 'proves' that he is free because he can do 

whatever he wishes with the other person. The 

consequences of this violence, however, returns to him, and 

he must bear those consequences. 

Addictions, in the subjective sense, are sometimes 

perceived as expressions of freedom. An assassin lies, he 

pretends to himself and in front of others that he uses life 

as he alone wishes. But this is only a pretence. And he pays 

a high price for such a false treatment of life. 

  Let us look now into Jesus' understanding of 

freedom - The experience of personal inner freedom 

belongs to the essence of experiencing the Gospel of Jesus. 

Christ did not use the slightest form of pressure or 

violence, but appealed to human desires and personal 

freedom. At the root of every call of Jesus and His calling 

were the words: 'If you want ...’ 

  St. Paul perfectly understood the essence of freedom 

contained in the Gospel of Jesus Christ when he wrote to 

the Galatians: ‘For you were called to freedom, brethren; 

only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the 

flesh, but through love be servants of one another’ [Ga 

5:13] 

  Freedom in its innermost meaning is at the very 

heart of the mystery of the Eucharist. On the one hand, the 

Eucharist reveals Jesus' freedom to the Father and, on the 

other hand, teaches his disciples a true understanding of 

freedom. Freedom in the Gospel is not dependent on 

someone following their own will. 

Jesus places freedom in the context of interpersonal loving 

relationship. A man becomes free only when he experiences 

love, he voluntarily responds to it with his love. A man feels 

free only when he really loves. This confirms both the 

experience of teenagers in love, as well as the long life of 

mature marriages. 

  The source of all freedom is God, because He is the 

source of love. He is absolutely free because He is love 

alone. He created a free man so that he, in imitation of the 

Creator himself, could accept and give love as well. 

 



            In the face of modern falsehood the understanding 

of human freedom, the freedom which God reveals to us in 

Jesus becomes a real cure and aid in the discovery and 

appreciation of freedom. 

  The Incarnate Son of God lives in the eternal 

freedom of God. This freedom is at the centre of the mission 

and ministry of Jesus, who lives and breathes freely. It is 

one of its fundamental 'values'. Through all the books of the 

Gospel is coming the Free Man with 'absolute freedom'. 

   Jesus, with all his life, with all that He is and does, 

is entrusted to one Person: the Father. And that is the 

summit of His freedom. 

          Thanks to the Eucharist, we can fully discover the 

freedom of Jesus, since it makes full commitment to the 

Father in love and through love until death, and even death 

through the cross. 

  ‘Communion with the Crucified and Risen Lord is 

the never-ending source from which the Church draws 

unceasingly in order to live in freedom, to give of herself 

and to serve’ – said St John Paul II. 

   Participation in the Eucharist also reveals to us 

what our personal freedom is - it is a call to imitate Jesus 

in His entrusting to the Father and the brethren. In every 

Eucharist, Jesus asks us, just as he asked the disciples in 

the Upper Room: ‘Do you know what I have done to you? 

You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I 

am. I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 

feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I 

have given you an example that you should do as I have 

done to you’. [J 13, 12-14]. 

  In the Eucharist we give thanks for the gift of Jesus' 

freedom, and at the same time we ask that this gift be 

incorporated into our lives through the knowledge, love 

and imitation of Christ. 

  At the end of this meditation, let us again use the 

words of St John Paul II, a mystic of the Eucharist: ‘The 

Crucified Christ reveals the authentic meaning of freedom; 

he lives it fully in the total gift of himself and calls his 

disciples to share in his freedom.’ The Eucharist gives us 

the freedom of Jesus manifested most fully on the cross. 
           With love, friendship and prayers – Fr Marcin 

   

Events from Marriage and Family Life Office -Portsmouth Diocese 

(www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/marriage) 
  

  Demystifying NFP Day- 11th November 09h30- 4h30 - Lunch, Tea & Coffee provided (Donation only) 

This day will further your understanding of the physiology of the woman’s body. All the Presentations and Testimonies, 
will afford Married Couples a deeper understanding of Natural Family Planning Methods. The Workshops will be 
opportunities for Question/Discussion time. The Panel 
includes Medics who will also be available for private 
chats, if they are brief. Opportunities for Pilot Schemes, 
after the Event, also available. 
Venue – St Michael & All Angels, 437 Dunsbury Way, 
Leigh Park. PO7 5BD 
  

 ` Mentor Couple’s Training Day- 
25th November-09h30-4h30 - Training for 

Married Couples to accompany Engaged Couples 
(Donation Only). This event is for Married Couples who 
wish to accompany Engaged Couples preparing to 
receive the Sacrament of Marriage. It would be 
advantageous if Couples have attended the Day of 
Enrichment for Married Couples in September, not 
essential. This training day is an opportunity for would 
be Mentor Couples to see in action, what the journey 
with Engaged Couples involves and how one’s own 
marriage can be enriched in the process. Venue – St 
Michael & All Angels, 437 Dunsbury Way, Leigh Park. 
PO7 5BD 
                

  Breakthrough-9th December-  £10/person – 9h30- 2h30 – Training for anyone keen to learn how 

to assist couples out of a ‘gridlock’ position in a marriage when communication becomes tricky.  Breakthrough skills are 
useful for that Spouse in the relationship, who feels the need for help whilst his/her spouse doesn’t even recognise the 
need for help. A useful skill to have for one’s own marriage and an indispensable quality for others in our turbulent 
times. Venue – St Michael & All Angels, 437 Dunsbury Way, Leigh Park. PO7 5BD 
  

  Kindly RSVP to Aba Shields on mandfl@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk by November 4th 2017, for any of 

the Events as spaces are limited. 

 



ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE 

WEEK 
TIME INTENTION OF  

THE  HOLY MASS 
FEASTS & MEMORIALS 

of the Holy Liturgy 
Readings of  

a day 
XXXI SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY 
TIME 05-11-2017 

8.30 am 
10.15am 
6.00 pm 

+ John Beaumont Owles RIP 
For Consecration of Russia to Our Lady 
Mass in Polish: + Danuta Hercun RIP 

 

Malachi 1:14-2:2,8-10; 
Psalm 130; 

1Thessalonians 2:7-9,13; 

Matthew 23: 1-12; 

MONDAY 
06-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

Special intention Kevin Jones 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 
31ST Week in Ordinary Time 

Ecclesiasticus 44:1-15 
Psalm 14; 

Luke 6: 17-23; 

HOMILY: 'Gospel's banquets' - ‘The Feasts of the Prodigal Son: Table of profligacy & debasement ’ 
TUESDAY 
07-11-2017 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Violet Doris Querstret RIP 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

For Holy Souls 

St Willibrord, Bishop 
 
 

31ST Week in Ordinary Time 

 
Romans 12: 5-16ab; 

Psalm 130; 
Luke 14: 15-24; 

HOMILY: 'Gospel's banquets' - ‘The Feasts of the Prodigal Son: Father’s Table & Mercenary Table’ 
WEDNESDAY  

08-11-2017 
9.30am 
10.00am 
11.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Ena Collins RIP 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 
31ST Week in Ordinary Time 

Romans 13: 8-10; 
Psalm 111; 

Luke 14: 25-33; 

HOMILY: 'Gospel's banquets' -‘The Feasts of the Prodigal Son: Own Table ’ 
THURSDAY 
09-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  
 

For contributors to Priests' Retirement Fund 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

 

FEAST of The Dedication 
of The Lateran Basilica 

Ezekiel 47: 1-2,8-9,12; 
Psalm 45; 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17; 
John 2: 13-22; 

FRIDAY 
10-11-2017 

9.30 am 
10.00am 
10.30am 
7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

+ Brian Mason RIP 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 
 

For Vatolik Family, following with Exposition of 

The Blessed Sacrament & Divine Mercy Chaplet sung 

 

St Leo the Great, Pope, 
Doctor of the Church 

 

Romans 15: 14-21; 
 Psalm 97; 

Luke 16: 1-8; 

HOMILY: 'Gospel's banquets' - ‘The Feast of Herod’ 
SATURDAY  
11-11-2017 

9.30am 
10.00am 
10.30am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament  

+ Catherine Doyle RIP 

We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls 

St Martin of Tours, 
Religious, Bishop 

Romans 16:3-9,16-27; 
Psalm 144; 

Luke 16: 9-15; 

HOMILY: 'Gospel's banquets' - ‘Eschatological Feast: Coming from the table of the Heavenly Father  ’ 
XXXII SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY 
TIME 12-11-2017 

 
REMEMBRANCE 

 
8.30 am 
10.15am
6.00 pm 

 
 

Dec members and friends of the Malbon Family 

+ Myra Foley RIP 
Mass in Polish: For Poland  

 

Wisdom 6: 12-16; 
Psalm 62; 

1Thessalonians 4: 13-18; 

Matthew 25: 1-13; 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH (Bransbury Road, Portsmouth PO4 9JY) 
THURSDAY 
09-11-2017 

 
12.00noon 

 
For Holy Souls 

 

FEAST of The Dedication 
of The Lateran Basilica 

Ezekiel 47: 1-2,8-9,12; 
Psalm 45; 

1 Corinthians 3:9-17; 
John 2: 13-22; 

 
SATURDAY 

 11-11-2017 

 
5.30pm 

6.00 pm 

 
We pray the Rosary for the Holy Souls  

For all Parishioners 

 

Wisdom 6: 12-16; 
Psalm 62; 

1Thessalonians 4: 13-18; 

Matthew 25: 1-13; 

 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. The total 

amount was: £1361.19 (55.4% Gift Aid). As always, your generosity is much 
appreciated. Your donations make the life and work of the Parish possible.  

  DIOCESAN BAMENDA:  This weekend there is a 2nd collection for 

Bamenda.  Information leaflets are available at the back of church to take 

home. 

 

  Drivers needed - to transport elderly people to the 
Christmas Day meal at St John’s Cathedral. It means picking up between 2 and 2.30 and 
collecting again at approx. 5.30. If you ate able to help please contact Mrs Bobbie Cozens 
cozensbe@googlemail.com or on 07713160471. 

 



 The Church's teaching about human embryos 
Respect for all human lives from the very beginning 

   At the Annunciation, the human life of Jesus Christ 

began in the womb of the Virgin Mary.  At this moment, as 

with the ordinary conception of other humans, a new human 

being began. 

  This is of course also true of the fusion of sperm with 

ovum in a laboratory dish. One of the makers of the first 

"test-tube baby" described the few-days-old, full-stop-sized 

embryo as "a    microscopic    human    being   in the very 

earliest stage of its development" (A Matter of Life, Steptoe 

and Edwards).  

  Many human embryos are daily destroyed by so-called 

contraceptive pills which have a back-up effect of ending any 

lives which have begun. 

The Church opposes artificial contraception – though not natural family planning - as 

interfering with the total self-giving of married couples. Read more here: 

http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews/the-churchs-teaching-about-human-embryos.php  

  
Telling Truths About Pro-Life Vigils & Pro-Life Movements: 

Because many lies are going around - I do recommend to all of us to look, listen and watch the 
materials here. I hope, we can open eyes. Please go into: 

- http://mariastopsabortion.blogspot.co.uk/2017/10/telling-truths-about-pro-life-vigils.html  
& 

- http://resourcecatholic.com/current-news  
 

TESTIMONY FROM PORTSMOUTH PRO-LIFE VIGIL:  
Standing on the front line for the 40 days of life 

 

  I ask myself ‘why am I here?’ I love Jesus and want to do 

his work; I ‘feel’ as a Mother and want to love my neighbour as 

myself, but know that first I must love myself, me. 

  The pro - choice campaign is supporting women so that they 

can make their own decision, and in reality I think that is why  

I am here standing praying outside an abortion clinic… 

  I want to give these women a choice, a choice to not have 

an abortion if they don’t have to or need to, these are quite 

different options that the Pro-choice campaign are not really thinking about. 

  Do you know someone who has had an abortion or even a miscarriage; this might even be you yourself.   

I have watched the trauma of the young girl facing an irreversible decision, there is no ‘undo button’ in this life.  

Once it is done it is done, but in many cases the agony of the loss of that tiny child crucifies them over and over 

again. 

  Friends of mine had a miscarriage at 20 weeks, she had to give birth to their little boy, they named him 

and buried him but always when they talk, they talk of their son who is no longer here and are still traumatised 

by his passing.  Another girl I know who has two beautiful; healthy; lively; intelligent children now still cries 

herself to sleep at the fact that when she was younger her mother forced to have an abortion, the pain is never 

ending. 

  So that is why I stand on the ‘firing’ line praying, so that girls may be given a choice, the choice to avoid 

that lifelong agony.  Some women can see no way out; maybe their parents have forced them, maybe they have 

had an affair and the pregnancy is seen as a life sentence, but there is help, tangible real help to give pressurised 

women a true choice to save a life, first their life and in turn the life of the unborn child.  And in the same way  

I am standing there for the Father of the child who may also not have a choice but must stand by and be a part 

of the inevitable decision. (name known to the Parish) 

 

 

http://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews/the-churchs-teaching-about-human-embryos.php
http://mariastopsabortion.blogspot.co.uk/2017/10/telling-truths-about-pro-life-vigils.html
http://mariastopsabortion.blogspot.co.uk/2017/10/telling-truths-about-pro-life-vigils.html
http://resourcecatholic.com/current-news


Your Catholic Legacy is launching Catholic 
Legacy Week this November, which will take place 
every year after. It will be a week of activity in the 
Catholic Church to highlight the importance of leaving a 
gift in their Will to a Catholic cause – parish, diocese, 
national Church or charities and the difference Catholics 
can make through those gifts. 

 A gift in your Will can transform your Church 
Leaving a gift in your Will is a wonderful way of 
providing for the people and causes you care about. 
Alongside your family and friends, would you also be 
willing to help the Church that has shaped your life? 
One of the ways that you can express your thanks for the blessings of your faith, as well as serve your children 
and grandchildren and help the Church in the future, is to make a gift in your Will. A legacy to the Catholic 
Church is a valuable and lasting way for you to continue to support its ministry and mission within your 
community and help meet the needs of future generations. 
  Making a difference: Every gift left to the Catholic Church – no matter how large or small – can have a 
significant impact. There are many ways to put your faith into action through supporting the work of the 
Church locally, in the Diocese or nationally.  
  Wording your Will: Care must be taken over the wording of your Will – we can give you helpful 
guideline: www.yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk 

 
 CATHOLIC SINGLES: An organisation which helps single Catholics of all ages (over 18 years) meet other 

single Catholics, either one to one or through social events. www.catholicsingles.org.uk or tel. 0161 941 3498. 
 

HEAR GOD’S VOICE’ - SCRIPTURE MEETING - This Tuesday on 7TH November.    
ALL are very welcome - no register, no checking the list from 7.40pm to 9.00pm in the church hall 

 
  The next Ascent Group meeting will be held in the Church 
Hall on Monday November the 27th from 2-15pm. A Pre-
Christmas Musical Entertainment will be performed and 
Donations collected will be given to the Lotus Flower Trust (For 
Orphaned Children in India) and to the Local Rowans Hospice. 
All welcome to attend. 

 
 The Parish Pastoral Council have suggested that the 
Parish might like to have a get together on New Year’s Eve in 
St. Swithun’s hall;  it is proposed to be an American Supper style 
event where we all bring our own food and drink. It is proposed 
as a family night so that everyone can bring their children and also 
friends.  We will have our own music (cd’s etc) and there will be 

games for the children to make the New Year a special event in the Parish.  At this stage we are just 
asking if you would like us to stage this event and would be grateful if you would just put a tick in the 
column below so that we can assess if there is enough interest. 
 

         The parish barn dance/ Ceilidh with the Blarney Band  
on Sat 13th January 7-10pm in the newsletter? £5 per individual / £10 per family. There will 

also be a raffle with great prizes. Donations can be left in the Sacristy. 

   
MASS FOR DECEASED CLERGY: Tue 7 Nov at 1215 in St John’s Cathedral. The Bishop will 

celebrate Mass for all priests who have died this year. All welcome. 

 

 

Why note take the time out to spend each day in November to pray our Daily Devotions for the Souls in 

Purgatory. You can do this in the comfort of your own home. You can find each day's prayers here on our 

website here. www.stswithuns.org.uk/?s=DD_Nov2017 

 

http://stswithuns.org.uk/?s=DD_Nov2017


ROMERO: HEARTBEAT OF EL SALVADOR  

  Rise Theatre Company are currently touring with a play about Oscar Romero, Archbishop of El Salvador 

one of our 20th century martyrs.  They will be performing in St John's Cathedral Portsmouth on Saturday 

18th November at 1930. Tickets at a special reduced price of £5 for adults, £2 for under 18s available CDC, on 

line http://www.ticketssource.co.uk/risetheatre   or call Maureen 01243 377411 

 

26TH NOVEMBER 6PM: "YOUTH SUNDAY WITH BISHOP PHILIP".  

  Bishop Philip invites young adults (16-35) from around the Diocese to join him at the Cathedral for Mass 

and an evening of inspiring talks and social. This is a great opportunity to network with other Catholic students 

from around the Diocese and connect to events further afield. St John's Cathedral, £7pp (incl. food and drinks.) 

  

  ASSISTED SUICIDE: WILL IT BECOME PART OF THE CURRICULUM?  A talk and discussion led by Dr Ed 

Neville FRCP Consultant Physician at QA Hospital. If this issue touches you or is your concern you are invited to 

set time apart in your diary on Thu 16 Nov at 1930 in CDC. Sponsored by Portsmouth 

Catholic Medical Association. There will be light refreshments available. 
 

  Beacon Project - the next meeting will be held on Monday 

6th November in St Swithun's Church Hall from 7.30-9.00pm.  

ALL are very welcome. 

 
  This Pastoral Year 2017-2018 our Baptismal Preparation Course will include 3 meetings: The 
next preparation meetings will be held on Thursdays: 9th & 30th November and on 

Thursday 14th December at 7.00pm in the church hall – 
for BAPTISMS on Sunday 17th December. 
   Please, take the application form from the sacristy, or 
from the office, or upload from our website. Please, do your 
best to practice your faith before You will apply – attend 
the Holy Mass on lord’s Day – which is Sunday. Thank you 
for your understanding. 

 
  THIS weekend is the first weekend of the 

month, so as You remember we used to gather the food and donations for life house or bank-food. 

But, now together with some people of our Parish we would like to help directly those, who are in a 

very difficult situation of their life, living on the streets. After last few weeks of recognition, I have met 

14 homeless people to talk with them, not as a priest, by as 

a man. I had a very good (and one bad) experience. They 

shared with me their memories, stories of the lives and also 

I could recognize some particular needs which they have 

for this time. Definitely they need some kind of Travel 

Mugs, which we would like to provide for them, together 

with some soups, quick to make, to prepare. Also, they have 

asked for warm socks. All these things or the donations to 

buy them and to share with them will be collected this 

weekend 4th/5th November. Please, let us be your merciful 

hands towards those people.  

 Also, we would like to inform You, that our Parish will 

participate in the special project organized by other 

Christian Churches to give a place for night sleep for those 

in need. More information will be shared with You very 

soon. 

 

 

 



Lay group plans mass rosary to encircle whole of Ireland 

Organizers of the November event say there has been a 

'catastrophic loss of faith' in the country. 
  "Rosary on the coast for life and faith", a lay 

group, is planning a mass rosary recital around Ireland 

next month to mark the feast of Christ the King. 

  The Irish event scheduled for November 26 follows 

similar mass rosaries in Poland and Italy in recent weeks 

staged at those countries borders. It also comes ahead of a 

referendum planned for the middle of 2018 on whether 

Ireland will repeal its ban on abortion in most 

circumstances. 

  "Our island is in the midst of a catastrophic loss of Catholic faith, especially among the young," 

the group said on its Facebook page. "Ireland, north, and south, is facing an immediate threat to the 

protection of our unborn babies.  

  "We are mustering the faithful to our borders, the Atlantic Ocean and the Irish Sea, to pray for the 

preservation of the faith and of the protection of life at all stages." 

  They called on bishops, priests, and ordained deacons to take part and select locations along the 

coast to which they are prepared to travel. They are hoping for a minimum of 53 locations. 

  "However, the response of laity has been so enthusiastic that we are calling on the individual lay 

faithful, prayer groups, apostolates … to select locations that they will travel to on the day." 

  The group said they chose the November 26 feast day, as in the 1930s Ireland was the first 

country in the world to be consecrated to Christ the King. 

OUR Parish Cinema’ invites all of us for a show of the next film:  

“Sons of God: For Such a Time as This”  

on Friday 10TH November 8.10pm -  
in St Swithun’s church hall - 83 MIN:   

  Coffee & tea served 
 It is not just a film. It's a unique insight into a world 

where faith and love are no longer unattainable 
concepts - but actualized reality. Inexplicable 
miracles. Lives radically transformed. Sons and 
daughters living lives abandoned to their God. 

Immanuel Hazeleger travelled the world to capture a 
story that inspires, brings hope and might even make 

God a bit more accessible. "For the whole creation 
waits with great expectation for the awakening of the 

sons of God." 

   Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Dominic, Carol Langsford, Julie Duffy, Patricia Ward, Pat Groom, Stan 

Whitnell, Mary Mckana, Eileen Inkpen, Rory McCreesh, Eddie Coppani, Peter Softly, Tony Denny, Betty Foster, Bobby, Eileen 

Stewart, Joan Smith, John Williams, Margaret Bager, Monika Madigan, Fred Vuksani, Tom & Lily, Greta Kemp, Magda K, Mary 

Wallis, Micheline Thompson, Pat Needham, Margaret Badger, Rosemary Ashton, Anne Sullivan, Catherine Morgan, Arthur Tobin, Jo 

Wheeler and Josephine Butler. And all whose anniversaries occur at this time: 5th November: George O'Farrell, Annie Sims, Douglas 

Atkinson, Joshua Atkinson, Wanda Anderson, Vincent "Raymond" Fisher, Michael Richard Gaizly, Grace Evelyn Stagg (Peggy), Dorothy Alice 

Hutchinson,  Michael Corr, Laura Thornilly, Michael Campbell, Louise Peyton, Peggy Dorothy Sexton, Eleonora Jones, Marjorie Payne, Ernest 

McCann, Louise Noakes, Rosa Tincombe, Edwin Leggatt, Kathleen Cheeseman, Monica Pinnington, Kathleen Greaves, Patricia Wallage, Mary 

"Monica" Glover, Albert Franz Sparkman, Walter Britten, Dennis Canavan, Lilian Lennon, Eileen Rojghan, Albert Morris, Florence May McErlane, 

Julia Simmonds, Alan Holt, Norman Day, Kate Ellen Nelthorpe, William "Bill" Halley, 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the Mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Pastoral Assistant: Sr Marie Elise Tel: 07747 728734; Safeguarding Representative: Mo Griffiths - 023 9273 7559 or Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk 
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