
 

Sunday marks the end of the 
liturgical year with the feast of 
Christ the King. In the Gospel, 
Matthew 25:31-46, Jesus tells us 
about the kind of person who will be 
welcome in his kingdom. People who 
fed Jesus when he was hungry, gave 
him a drink when he was thirsty, 
welcomed him when he was a stranger 
and lonely, gave him clothes when he 
didn’t have any. They visited Jesus 
when he was sick and in prison.   
 
Jesus was asked when it was that 
people treated him in that way. He told 
them; “When you did this to the least 
of my brothers or sisters, you did it to 
me”.  
 
Jesus is saying, every time we help 
someone else, every time we treat 
someone kindly, welcome them or 
share with them, then we are doing 
this to Jesus. We are all God’s 
children, all brothers and sisters – 
members of one big global family. And 
Jesus is saying that he is in each one 
of us.  
 
This week, let’s all try to remember 
that Jesus is in every person and, as 
our Mission Statement says, treat 
people as Jesus wants us to. St 
Swithun’s Parish is asking for items to 
help the homeless in Southsea – an 
opportunity for all of us to help people 
who are also God’s children. (Details 
below.) 
 
 
Closing prayer: Christ Jesus, help us 
to see you in every one of our brothers 
and sisters and move us to reach out 
to those who are hungry, thirsty, 
lonely, sick or in prison. Amen. 
 
 

Donations for the Homeless  
Fr. Marcin and a group of parishioners 
have been distributing items to the 
homeless in our community. With the 
onset of winter, warm socks, scarfs, 
gloves, travel mugs, foam roll 
mats/mattresses, lip balm and other 
practical items. I am sure donations 
would also be welcome. If you would 
like to contribute, please give any 
items to the school office or directly to 
the church. 
 
A special invite from Bishop Philip 
Bishop Philip will be visiting St 
Swithun’s Parish on Saturday 16th and 
and Sunday 17th December. The 
Bishop has invited all our children, 
families, staff and other friends of the 
school to the 10.15am mass on 
Sunday 17th December and for 
refreshments in the parish hall 
afterwards. I hope to see many of you 
there.   
 
Mission Heroes 
Each Friday assembly, two classes 
choose their Mission Heroes – people 
from the community, school, parish, 
local, national or international, who are 
demonstrating our St Swithun’s Star 
that week. 
The Star for the last fortnight has 
reflected anti-bullying week, ‘All 
different, but all included’. 
 Zebra’s chose the Children in Need 

charity and specifically Mrs 
Verhiest’s nephew who has cerebral 
palsy and starred in the programme!  

 Gorilla’s chose Katie Piper, who 
was a successful television 
presenter and model until acid was 
thrown in her face in March 2008. 
She has since set up an 
organisation that has enabled other  
victims to rebuild their lives following 
horrific attacks.  
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Class Masses 
These will be held at St Swithun’s 
Church commencing at 10am.  We 
look forward to welcoming you at your 
child’s class mass.   

 
 
Class Liturgy 
These will be held in class every half 
term. Please join us at 9.15am for your 
child’s class liturgy. 

 
 
Class Assemblies 
These will be held in the School Hall 
every Wednesday afternoon.  Please 
join us for your child’s class assembly, 
which begins at 3.10pm for which you 
may arrive at the School Office from 
3pm.   

 
 
 

School Christmas 
Service 
Our Christmas Service 
is very close to 
Christmas! It will be held 
on Thursday 21st 
December at 1.30pm, at St Swithun’s 
Church. Please join us if you can to 
listen to the Christmas story, watch a 
simple nativity and sing some 
traditional and some new carols.   
 
 
Staff Profile – School Council  

Each fortnight, the 
School Council will 
interview a member of 
staff. 
 
The first person 
interviewed by the 
School Council was Mr 
Olive, our Headteacher. 

 
What is your favourite hobby? 
Football – Mr Olive has a Pompey 
season ticket and still plays 5 a-side. 
Why do you like your job?  
Mr Olive thinks education is really 
important. In his job he can make a 
difference and help make sure we all 
do well and enjoy our learning. 
Where would you go for a holiday? 
Antarctica, India. 
What sport do you play? 
Tennis 
What ideas does you have to 
improve this school? 
Using the Apollo Studio to do some 
really good art, DT and cooking. 
Improve the school grounds by giving 
children more opportunities to learn 
and make them look nicer. 
If you could have any job, what 
would be? 
To be the English Football Team 
manager. 

Friday Date Class 

1st December  Gorillas 

8th December Zebras 

Wednesday Date Class 

29th November   Seahorses 

Wednesday Date Class 

29th November Bumblebees 

13th December Ladybirds 

10th January 2018 Panthers 

17th January 2018 Kangaroos 

24th January 2018 Starfish 

31st January 2018 Wolves 



 

Growth Mindset Parents 
Evening - Feedback  
Thank you very much to all 
of the parents that 
attended the ‘Growth 

Mindset workshop’ last week. The 
feedback was overwhelmingly positive 
with everyone reporting that they now 
have a better understanding of the 
topic and how they can support their 
children and their learning at home.  
Some of the comments on the 
evaluation sheet included:  
 
“Some great ideas on how I can 
encourage and support my child at 
home, thank you.” 
“Thank you so much! It has been 
hugely insightful and we’ll definitely 
implement many of the elements you 
have shared.” 
 
“I was particularly interested in how 
some praise can be misinterpreted in 
children’s minds.” 
 
For anyone who was unable to attend 
but who would like to find out more, or 
for those parents who did come and 
would like copies of some of the 
ideas/phrases we discussed, both the 
PowerPoint presentation and booklet 
are now available on our website.  
 
 
Year 5/6 – Stitch Head  
Years 5 and 6 have been 
studying ‘Stitch Head’ by 
Guy Bass. Mrs. Meli sent 
him a picture of the 
display she put together 
in the library and Mr. 
Dunn tweeted him a 
picture of James’ 
homework – which Guy 
has proudly displayed on 
his website! 

Islam Week 
As part of our God Matters curriculum, 
organised by Portsmouth Diocese, we 
are required to teach children about 
other world religions, alongside 
Christianity. This year we will be 
teaching these through fortnight 
‘blocks’ to enable children sufficient 
time to explore another faith.  
At the start of 
this half term the 
children learnt 
about Islam. We 
were lucky 
enough to 
welcome two 
Imams, who 
came to speak 
to us about 
Islamic beliefs, 
the Mosque and 
the significance of the Qur’an to 
Muslims. The children really enjoyed 
learning about another religion. 
 
‘I’ve liked Islam fortnight because it’s 
nice to learn about different religions. 
I’ve learnt about the important journey 
Muslims go on called the Hajj and 
what the Qur’an says.’ Holly, Zebras 

 

On Tuesday, Years 5 and 6 visited 
Portsmouth Jami Mosque. The 
children went on a tour of the mosque 
and saw the ablution area and where 
both men and women pray. They also 
learnt more about the 5 pillars of Islam 
and had a question and answer 
session.  
 
'I liked exploring the mosque and 
seeing the different spaces where 
Muslims pray. It was really interesting 
learning more about the religion and 
what Muslims believe. Eva, Leopards 
 
 

https://www.guybass.com/stuff


 

Year 6 Football – League Matches  
 The Year 6 Football team has 
started their league season! 
On 14th November, they 
played four matches at Goals 

and had a great time. It was the best 
start to a season they have ever had 
as they won all their matches! The first 
game was the hardest as they had to 
fight back from being 2-1 down. They 
eventually won the match 3-2. The 
team then found their stride and 
performed really well to win the other 
games 3-1, 7-2 and 5-1. 
They have been joined this year by 
Jay Jay, from Leopard Class, who 
helped them to their victories and 
worked really well with the rest of the 
team. Joel continued his scoring form, 
finding the net a number of times. At 
the back, Lexie, Jacob, Jack and 
Freddie produced some great displays 
to keep the opposition from scoring. 
Lastly, well done to Chloe, who with a 
great assist from Michael, scored her 
first goal for the team! 
 
On 21st November, the team won all 
our games and we are at the top of the 
table. We are 14 points clear of our 
nearest rivals and we still have 5 more 
games to go! Some games were tricky 
as we were missing one goalkeeper, 
but Joe coped well. Our striker was  
Joel; midfielders were Jay Jay, Jack G, 
Michael and Chloe, and our defenders 
were Jacob L and Lexie, who all 
played well.  
Joel, Panthers 

 

Thanks to all the great parents who 
came to watch and cheer the team on, 
and to those who helped transporting 
the team. 
Year 6 are looking forward to the rest 
of the season now!! 
 

FOSSS Christmas Fayre 
and MUFTI 
In preparation for our 
annual Christmas Fayre, 
there will be two non-

school uniform days in December.  
On Friday 1st December, we would 
love to receive any pre-loved items 
and jars for the popular Jarbola stall. 
On Friday 8th December, we invite you 
to bring in preloved items, jars and 
cakes for our cake stall. We look 
forward to seeing you all at the 
Christmas Fayre on Saturday 9th 
December from 11am til 1pm.  
 
 
Office News… 

Forms and Payments  
We are aware that 
sometimes, 
communications between 
us and home could be 

better. With that in mind, 
we would like to improve the service to 
our families in the main school office. If 
you do not need to speak directly with 
a member of the Office Team, please 
put all items of communication in the 
Black Box on the wall, which is 
emptied by 9.30am every day. This 
includes: 

 All cash or cheque payments: we 
will not be able to take money over 
the desk 

 Reply slips 

 Notes to teachers 

 Medical forms 

 Uniform orders 

 Leave of absence requests 
Chip and PIN payments will still need 
to be made directly with a member of 
the Office Team as will handing over 
any prescription medicines for your 
child.   
 



 

You can email in your queries, using 
the correspondence@st-
swithuns.portsmouth.sch.uk address 
as this is monitored regularly 
throughout the day, or use the ‘Contact 
Us’ page on our school website.   
 
Sometimes we can have between 10-
20 parents waiting to see Mrs 
Robinson or Mrs Threapleton and we 
would ask that you remain patient 
whilst we respond to each parent’s 
queries fully.   
 
Letters 
In response to the parent 
survey completed during 
Parents’ Evenings in 
October, we will be 
emailing home all letters and not 
sending paper copies home in book 
bags – please do make sure that we 
have your correct email address. This 
will ensure that all communication 
comes directly to you, our families.  
We are aiming to include all letters 
sent home on the website - please visit 
the ‘Parents’ section, click ‘Letters’ and 
information relevant to your child will 
be in their phase folder i.e. Year 1/2. 
A list of the most recent letters will be 
detailed in future newsletters.   
 
Letters sent home recently: 
Year 1/2 – 

 Warburtons Healthy Eating 

 Key Steps Gym 

 Christmas Nativity  
 
Year 3/4 – 

 Faith In Football (Choir Members) 

 Carols at Portsmouth Dockyard 
(Choir Members) 

 
 
 

 
Year 5/6 -  

 Faith In Football (Choir Members) 

 Carols at Portsmouth Dockyard 
(Choir Members) 

 Portsmouth High School Christmas 
Production – Year 6 Only  

 

Whole School- 

 Christmas Lunch 
 

Online Payments: school trips, 
school run clubs, music lessons, 
Sunlight/Twilight 
We are very nearly there! Portsmouth 
City Council has been working with the 
software provider, scopay.com, to 
allow online payments. This is the 
same company that you use for 
booking your online parents’ evening 
appointments. The latest update from 
PCC is that in the New Year we should 
be able to offer this service to you.  
This will also enable you to receive 
alerts for all upcoming events!  Watch 
this space.   
 
Online Uniform Ordering 
We are delighted to confirm 
that online uniform ordering 
is now available for all 
sweatshirt, cardigan and 
polo shirt orders. PE Kit or any bag 
orders will still be dealt with by the 
school. Please go to:  
https://www.koolskools.co.uk/product-
category/st-swithuns-primary-school-
portsmouth/.    
The school will carry a range of 
samples for sizing purposes only. For 
those families not wanting to pay the  
delivery charge, please select "Local 
Pickup"; you can either collect directly 
from the store in Southampton, or wait 
for your order to be put with others 
which will then be sent to school free 
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of charge. These will be sent on a 
regular basis but will take longer to 
deliver compared with normal online 
orders.   
 
 
Lost Property 
We shall be supporting ‘The Moving 
On Project Portsmouth’ by donating all 
unclaimed lost property at the end of 
every half term.  As we all know, 
school uniform and other items can be 
very expensive and this is just a little 
help that we're hoping to be able offer 
to others within our local community.   
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!  

A massive well 
done to Tayla 
(Zebras)! After 
working really 
hard, she was 
placed 1st out of 
35 children in 
the Under 8’s 
Solo in a 
Freestyle 
Competition! 

She also placed 1st in ‘Rock ‘n’ Roll’ 
and 4th in Pairs. She went on to 
receive an honours in her disco and 
rock n roll exam! Amazing! 
 
Congratulations to 
Alina (Panthers) for 
winning a medal 
and the Samson 
Cup for Overall 
Best Woodwind 
Performance on her saxophone at the 
Gosport Music Festival!  
 
 
 
 
 

INSET Days 
Please note that the dates on the 
Portsmouth City Council website  
DO NOT include our INSET days.  
These can be found here in our 
newsletters, or on our website.   

 Monday 19th February 2018 

 Monday 23rd July 2018 

 Tuesday 24th July 2018 


